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Sandbank Gala
We are running a gala again this year, building on
the ones run for the past four years to try and make
it even more enjoyable.

the gala please contact John Massey on 701030 as
soon as possible to avoid disappointment, as time is
marching on.

So far we have arranged various types of music, five
aside Tug of War, a junior dog competition and village
stocks (come and throw sponges at local celebrities).
Various groups hoping to take part are Argyll
Hillbillies Motorcycles, Fire Brigade, Police, RNLI,
and others, as well as charities, such as the Coastguard,
Leukaemia Research and the Red Squirrel Group plus
various craft stalls. If you would like to participate in

Catering will include light refreshments, burgers,
candy floss and ice cream. Please come along and
support your village by making the gala even better than
previous years and enjoy yourselves on a fun day out.
Proceeds will go towards upgrading the Play Park.
See the following photos to see what fun you can
have at the Sandbank Gala on Saturday 13th June at
Ardnadam car park. The fun starts from 11am!!

Homecoming 2009 – more inside!
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A few words from Joe…
Reflections
The Glasgow Evening
Times, in each edition,
includes an article with the
heading, ‘Memories’. It is
a pictorial caption of times
past. In a recent edition it
carried a photograph from
the 1970’s with the caption, ‘Youngsters skip in to
have fun with a skip full of rubbish’. It was an age
of innocence in that the children were unaware of
hidden danger of injury from broken glass and sharp
objects lurking in the rubbish. Thankfully today,
building site security is very strict and this acts as a
deterrent to children tempted to play in and explore
building sites.

more adventurous children Xscape at Braehead.

Today we have safe play areas for children
where they can expend their energy under the
supervision of a responsible adult. For younger
children the play area in the West Bay in Dunoon
is an adventure play ground for them and for
aspiring footballers, the all-weather designated
football grounds at the Black Park and for the

May the grace of Jesus Christ. The love of God
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, embrace you
and your loved ones, as you walk the pilgrim journey
of life.

The latter where adults and children can all
participate in the adventure experience of climbing
the artificial Rock Face, or skiing on real snow in a
safe and secure environment.
We skip into life rummaging through it in a search
of hidden treasure. That treasure reveals itself in Jesus
Christ – Eternal Life. This is highlighted for us by
the words of Jesus Christ who in his prayer to his
heavenly father.
…‘Holy Father! Keep them safe by the power of
your name, the name you gave me, so that they may
be one, just as you and I are’. ( John 17:11.)
A prayer

Amen
Rev. Joe Stewart

GEORGE H. CURRIE

A note from your editors…

- BLACKSMITH -

We hope that you enjoy this summer edition of
the Sandbank Scene. We would like to say a huge
THANK YOU to Norma Murray and Anne Munn
who have retired after serving a combined total of
16 years on Sandbank Community Council! During
this time they have worked on various projects to
help regenerate the village and volunteered a huge
amount of their time to achieve this. They will be
sadly missed although it must be said that they
are still active members of the community and
very much involved in ongoing projects.

Established 1851

All Types of Welding,
Steel Fabrication,
Gates, Railing,
Fencing and
Shot Blasting

It has been a busy winter in the village with
many events and exciting ongoing projects.
All feedback is very welcome. If there is anything
you would like to see in this newsletter please
let us know. Any group or individual can ask for
a report, some news or an advert to be included
and we will be happy to try and find space for any
such contributions. We are very grateful to all the
contributors and advertisers as without them there
would be no newsletter. We would like to thank
E & R Ingles Ltd for their continued sponsorship
and their assistance in producing the Scene.

Tel/Fax: (01369) 706282
(Mobile) 07884 314 044
e-mail: info@ghcurrie.co.uk
www.ghcurrie.co.uk

Vulcan Place
Sandbank
Argyll PA23 8PJ

Many Thanks
Rhona Altin and Ishbel Fairman
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Sandbank Primary Your Local School
We would like you to know that we have been
very busy preparing for the Homecoming Event
which took place in the Sandbank Community Hall
on Saturday 9th May. All pupils worked on projects
which have been presented over the last term to other
classes during the weekly Assembly.
The following work was completed:
P1/2 GMU studied ‘The Clearances’
P1/2 researched Scottish Tartan
P3/4 have studied places of interest around the
Holy Loch
P345 GMU have developed a presentation on
Robert Burns
P6/7 GMU developed a short study of Highland
Mary
P5/6 have created some imaginative poetry about
Scotland and
P6/7 has collected information on the ‘History of
Sandbank in the 20th Century.
During the week prior to the homecoming event
pupils and staff had access to the Hall where pictures,
stories, photographs and work were displayed. I hope
you all had an opportunity to take a moment of time
to go and have a look.
Our P7 pupils as part of this national celebration
were invited to visit Ardnadam to learn about the
archaeological dig and site up there. This opportunity
was co-ordinated by the National Park and our
community.
We have had a strong link with the Police regarding
anti-vandalism, safety on the internet, and anti-litter
work. Hopefully with all of your support in delivering
the right messages to our children on these matters
our community will continue to be a good safe place
to live.
Please enjoy the articles from our pupils:

Homecoming Scotland
Homecoming Scotland is now
Over lochs and hills
Meadows and islands
Eating our delicious haggis
Come visit Scotland
Outside playing or walking
Mull is next on the list
I love exploring Scotland
Neeps and tatties are for tea

Shortbread dipped in your tea
Come see what we have to offer
Oysters for a snack
Tartan kilts
Living here is so great
A bowl of porridge for breakfast
Never getting fed up
Do come and see us soon
Greeting you is what we do

By Carys Lines

Bunny hop, Bunny jump,
Bunny run
On Thursday the 20th of April Sandbank Primary
School opened their Fitness Trail. A bunny cut the
ribbon and Primary 5/6 did a Samba drumming
demonstration for the opening. Parents came and did
the Fitness Trail afterwards. Enterprise gave us £500
for the Fitness Trails and for the signs. Afterwards
parents went inside for tea and cakes.
By Rebecca and Rosin

ECO

STEWART McNEE (DUNOON) Ltd

Health FOOD and
Grain Store

Building Contractors

NOW IN STORE – ECOVER SELF SERVICE REFILLS. WASHING
UP LIQUID, LAUNDRY LIQUID, FABRIC CONDITIONER, MULTI
SURFACE CLEANER AND HAND SOAP ALL AVAILABLE TO REFILL.

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE – SURVEYS AND ESTIMATES
NEW BUILDS – EXTENSIONS – CONVERSIONS – RENOVATIONS – RE-ROOFING
GARAGES ETC. TIMBER FRAMED KIT HOMES MANUFACTURED
• Quality Workmanship • All Work Guaranteed • An All Trades Company •
PLANS PREPARED FOR LOCAL AUTHORITIES
NEW BUILDING SITES AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT COWAL

EACH BOTTLE CAN BE REUSED UP TO 50 TIMES – AND YOU SAVE
MONEY EVERY TIME.

Highland Avenue, Sandbank
Business Park, Dunoon PA23 8PB
Tel. 01369 702578 Office
Fax. 01369 706315

44 HILLFOOT STREET,
DUNOON
TEL: 01369 705106
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Cowal has been
selected as one of
the 18 stronghold
sites in Scotland
for Red Squirrel
conservation!

recognition for all of the effort the people of Cowal do for
Red Squirrel conservation, and ultimately helped in getting
our Stronghold Site status.
The woodland mentioned has been called the Glenbranter
forest, which is not quite true as it takes in considerably more
than that area. It stretches from Beinn Laggan in the north
down the east side of Loch Eck and continues to Strone,
then up again to Ardentinny and through to Whistlefield
again. On the west side of Loch Eck it comes down as far
as Bernice encompassing the hills on that side, so as you can
see it covers quite an area.
By the time you are reading this we will have had our first
AGM where we presented what we had achieved during the
past 12 months and what future planned activities we plan
to carry out. Currently we are only short of one person to
take our membership through the one hundred mark, not
bad considering we were formed in April 2007. It just goes
to show that the people of Cowal do care what happens to
our only native squirrel.
Earlier on I mentioned that I would explain further about
Red and Grey Squirrels. If you take it that the name of each
of the squirrels represents a species of squirrel. Wait for it!
What gets really confusing is that you can get a ‘red’ Grey
Squirrel, and a ‘grey’ Red squirrel. No wonder we get sightings
from people who have seen a ‘grey’ squirrel. What I believe
they saw, was a ‘grey’ Red Squirrel.
So I will just leave you there scratching your head about
what I have just said, and hope to see you all at the Gala or
Road-Show events.
John Massey, Secretary Cowal Red Squirrel Group

An area of woodland in Cowal has been selected for Red
Squirrel conservation partly due to the efforts and enthusiasm
of local volunteers. Obviously that was not the only criteria
involved in the selection process used but did have a bearing
on the outcome. There were all sorts of scientific reasons
used in the selection process, which I will not bore you with,
but Cowal ticked most of the boxes, that along with the
enthusiasm helped, so well done to all of those involved.
The things that helped to put our area forward are as
follows:1. Last April we carried out Pine Cone Transects on Beinn
Laggan the results of which showed that there is a significant
population of squirrels in that area, and we have started the
same again this year, at present we have completed about half
of the transects. Early signs show that we are getting similar
results, so a big thank you needs to go to all of the volunteers
who have assisted us on both occasions.
2. A group of volunteers started and are continuing
with feeder box surveys within the Ardgarten area, which
has been established as the ‘pinch point’, for grey squirrels
coming into Cowal. We were successful in obtaining a grant
of £500 from ‘Wee Green Grants’ to enable us to continue
with this work.
3. In June and July last year we commissioned a student
from Leeds University to carry out a study within Cowal to
see if squirrels were using the rope bridges that had been put
up at Strachur and Lochgoil. The results proved positive and
squirrels do use these bridges, although it was also discovered
that we need to continue to monitor the bridges to ensure
that they continue to be used.
4. We often get reports from people that a grey squirrel
has been sighted, some of these have been at Pucks Glen,
Whistlefield and Kilmun. In all of the cases we have
investigated the sightings have proved to be false or mistaken,
which is quite easily done as I will explain later on.
5. Local School involvement has increased with both
Sandbank Primary and Dunoon Grammar getting involved.
Sandbank primary ran a project which culminated in the
class giving an excellent presentation at the end. Dunoon
Grammar linked up with a school from the Falklands with
each passing on to the other what they had done. Dunoon
investigated the grey squirrel sighting mentioned at Puck’s
Glen, made feeder boxes carried out a survey and hair analysis
to either prove or disprove the presence of a grey squirrel.
I think that a special thank you needs to go to all of those
involved. Well Done!!
6. We continued with our Road-Show event and appeared
at several venues around Cowal where we continue to gain
members and volunteers.
All of the above mentioned, I feel, helped in gaining the

Professional Diving Academy

The Professional Diving Academy
Unit 19, Sandbank Business Park
Sandbank, Dunoon, Argyll PA23 8PB
Scotland
Tel: Intl. + 44 (0) 1369 701 701
Fax: +44 (0) 1369 701 700
e: info@professionaldivingacademy.com
www.professionaldivingacademy.com
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J Sandbank Parent & Toddler Group J
Over the winter months, Sandbank Parent &
Toddler Group has continued to organise lots
of activities to keep the children busy. Around
Christmas time the children enjoyed making and
painting clay Christmas tree decorations, as well
as having lots of fun at our usual Christmas party
with a special visit from Santa! Unfortunately the
Christmas party also marked the end of a long,
dedicated service from Sandie the playleader
who was taking up another job and therefore the
party was tinged with sadness. We would like to
thank Sandie very much for all of her hard work
over the years on behalf of the children and their
families.

The group is again planning some fundraising
activities for over the summer. We will be
holding a stall at Sandbank Gala on the 13th
June selling home baking and hopefully an adult
and a children’s raffle which we hope will be as
successful as last year’s effort! We will also be
embarking on a sponsored walk from the Rock
Cafe to the West Bay play park – in fancy dress
– with the date yet to be confirmed.
As we are approaching the end of the school
year, when a number of the children will be leaving
for pre-school, the group is turning its attention
to encouraging new faces to come along to our
sessions. The group meets every Wednesday
and Friday in Sandbank Primary School, 9.30am11.30am, and all parents/carers and their children
aged 0-5 will be made extremely welcome.

The New Year brought with it a new playleader,
Catherine, who has been doing an excellent job
of keeping the children entertained. The children
have been expressing their artistic sides with lots
of craft activities including making paper flowers
for Mothers Day and decorating painted eggs
at Easter time. Some of the children were lucky
enough to attend the bunny hunt at Ardentinny
over the school holidays too.

For more information please contact Margo
Murray on 707838.
Hope to see you there!

Come along and join us on a fun family
weekend at Hunters Quay Holiday Village
on 15-16 August from 10am-4pm.
Indoor and outdoor activities for all the family
An event with something for everyone including
Guided tours with Forestry Commission Scotland See the beauty of Loch Eck from the West side of the loch.
Learn how to relax with natural therapies from your garden.
Many activities for the children and adults!!
Free hands-on activities including, green woodworking,
wool work, learn all about wildlife in and around the Clyde.
Learn about our hedgehogs, story telling and much more.
For further information contact Hunters Quay Holiday
Village on 01369707772
Or Jackie McBurney Event Co-ordinator on 07717404520
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Hospital Cleanliness Checks
Having said that, there is a lot of good and practical
refurbishment going on in our hospitals. If only we had
a never ceasing supply of money! The lack of space and
no room for all the modern equipment that was not
there when most of our hospitals were built, leads to
corridors full of stuff and makes the cleaning difficult
as it all needs shifting to and fro.
Lack of single rooms and the proximity of patients in
six bed rooms are making infection control and isolation
very difficult. As a retired nurse I occasionally pick up
on so called nursing issues. I know from experience that
those issues are usually due to understaffing and having
to prioritise chores.
Some definitions of areas of responsibility are hard to
understand and confusing, for example: the upper part
of the bed and bed side cabinet are nursing areas, the
bottom part of the bed is the cleaner’s area.
My points are usually well received by the infection
control nurse and have not led to confrontation in any
way yet, I’m glad to say. I love doing this because it keeps
me informed and I get to know the hospitals that we in
Cowal might be treated in. Also there is occasionally time
for a chat with a patient which is the icing on the cake.
The places I am most impressed with so far is the Day
Surgery Unit and Endoscopy Suite at the IRH and the
Spinal Unit at the Southern General.
To see patients in the latter with a bad prognosis in
most cases so cheerful and developing new skills came
as a surprise. I was expecting doom and gloom, instead
I found myself admiring the paintings by mouth from
a patient paralysed from the shoulders down.
That was inspiring and put a lot into perspective.
Finally, as you readers can see, not all is perfect,
but things are in hand. Whatever horror stories about
hospitals you see in the media, issues will be addressed
and the public is involved.
Inge MacKenzie

A few years ago the then Scottish Secretary for health,
Andrew Kerr, started to invite members of the public to
observe cleanliness checks in hospitals. The reason for
this was to be seen to do something as there was such a
lot of bad press about the state of the NHS in Scotland,
MRSA and the cleanliness in our hospitals. Now we also
have to deal with the addition of C-Diff.
The procedure is that a Domestics Manager from a
hospital carries out the cleanliness check, accompanied
by the Public Partner and the Domestic Manager and
Infection Control Nurse of the hospital that is to be
checked. The time and date of the check is arranged, but
the areas that are to be checked are picked on the day by
the Public Partner. The Public Partner can ask questions,
point out things that need addressing and at the end of
the checks put comments forward in writing and must
sign the check protocols. After evaluation of the protocols,
the Public Partner is informed about the result.
There are differently graded areas in each hospital
and colour coded ratings: Green is a pass, amber means
that it needs addressing and red is a fail. Depending in
which area a rating of amber or red occurs, the hospital
has anything from one hour to three weeks to solve the
problem, after which it will be re-checked.
I have been a Public Partner for two years and
this has taken me to Dunoon General Hospital, the
Vale Of Leven, Gartnavel Hospital, IRH, RAH and
the Southern General. I usually report on this at our
Community Council Meetings.
About twice a year the Public Partners are invited for
training and information sessions.
I have to say that I’m still pleasantly surprised about
the standard of cleanliness in the hospitals as I was
expecting worse. All hospitals have their own trained
domestic staff. They have work schedules which show
what cleaning will be done hourly, daily to weekly etc.
The schedules are checked too, as well as the cleaning
equipment by the way!
One thing that is constantly a problem is the fabric of
most of our hospitals. The issues are very varied, going
from mouldy grouting, peeling paintwork, bad ceilings,
cracks in walls to incomplete seals around sinks and bath
tubs, to name just a few and there are many more. All
those problems have three things in common:
• They are perfect for gathering and breeding of germs.
• No amount of cleaning will address it properly.
• As they are called “estate issues”, they will most of the
time not be solved as quick as cleaning issues, usually
due to lack of money and workmen and there is no
time limit given.

U STORE

Furniture storage
compartments available at
“Ellangowan”, Cromlech Road,
Sandbank, from £10 weekly.

Tel: (01369) 701024
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Sandbank Church

50:50 DRAW

Sandbank has been well served by its Ministers over the
years. Many of them have devoted much of their working
life to the village and have become highly respected and well
loved members of the community.
The Rev. Joe Stewart follows in that tradition. Joe has
recently completed his twentieth year as Sandbank minister
and in that time he has built up a very special relationship
not only with the members of the congregation but with
many outside the church. His ministry extends to all of the
villages and his easy manner and his willingness to lend a
sympathetic ear to anyone irrespective of their position in
the community has endeared him to all.
Joe is very much a ‘hands on’ minister who spends much
of his time out and about in the community visiting the
sick and the elderly at home and in the hospital, bringing
spiritual comfort to the bereaved, conducting school
assemblies, dropping in at many care homes in the district
as well as carrying out all of the formal duties required of
a minister such as conducting funerals, baptisms and the
weekly services.
We claim Joe as our own however he is also the minister of
St. John’s in Dunoon with all the duties and responsibilities that
that entails. I feel sometimes we expect too much from him.
In recognition of his outstanding work and dedication
to the church and village over the last twenty years, Joe was
recently presented with a gold inscribed watch as a token of
affection and regard in which he is held by the villagers.
Joe often reminds us that the church is not a building.
The members are the church and it is largely due to his
leadership and guidance over the years that the church in
Sandbank enjoys its present status.
David Lyall

WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO?

Great News!! During the winter, new 50:50 club members have
joined the draw which has increased the monthly winnings!
The profits from the 50:50 draw have purchased new plants
for our planters last autumn and this spring.
We have also contributed £300 towards Sandbank Church to
help with much needed repairs. A donation of £500 was given to the
Homecoming celebrations. BIGon Sandbank is still in the development
stages and £300 was donated to help this move forward.
Sandbank Primary received prizes for their annual Anti
Vandalism poster competition which the Community Council is
proud to be involved in.

Last but not least we subsidise the Sandbank Scene.
We have good support from local businesses who advertise with us
however the printing costs are high and we must meet the shortfall.
We need your support to continue with village improvements,
to make donations to local good causes and to continue producing
the Scene.
New members to the monthly draw are always welcome
and you will have much better odds with us than the National
Lottery! The cost is only £1 per month paid annually or bi-annually.
There is no further involvement required and you will be making
a worthwhile contribution to your village.
If you would like to join the 50:50 draw please send the following
information to our treasurer: Your name, address, and a cheque for
£6 (bi-annual contribution) or £12 (annual contribution). Send to:
Inge MacKenzie, Ashgrove, Cromlech Rd, Sandbank, PA23 8QH or if
you prefer contact one of your local Community Councillors.
Remember, you have much more chance of winning the 50:50
than the National Lottery and the more people who join, the bigger
the monthly prizes! More importantly you will be contributing to
your local community and giving support to the volunteers who
work tirelessly to make Sandbank a better place to live.
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Holy Loch Sailing Club
This year, as well as the enthusiastic Pipers and Flying
Fifteens which form the largest one-design keelboat
class in Scotland, there should also be a resurgence of
dinghy and handicap keelboats to add quality, quantity
and colour to the Loch on Wednesday evenings and
special weekend events. Commodore Rowena Donaldson
and her committee are committed to perpetuate the
enthusiasm which has built up the Club’s activities in
recent years and welcome new members and visitors to
the Club.
As well as the annual 43rd Anniversary Regatta of the
Piper Class on 16/17th May there will be one-off events
throughout the season and the culmination of the racing
activities takes place on 12th/13th September with the
annual Open Regatta, kindly sponsored by G.T.I. based
in the Industrial Park at Sandbank.
However, for those less competitively inclined, the Club
is also contemplating a range of musters and picnics to
attract the cruising yachtsmen and motor cruisers and
anyone with this type of boating in mind is encouraged
to get in touch with any committee member or visit the
Clubhouse on race nights. Training courses for the younger
Club members will also continue as usual on Thursday
evenings throughout the season.
Bob Donaldson

Following what has been a very
dark, wet and cold winter, the
unusual dry spell in April heralded
a flurry of activity among the
members of the Holy Loch Sailing Club and none more
so than the Flying Fifteen owners. In what must have been
a drink induced hysteria at some stage last autumn they
decided to start their season early with an open race event
on the weekend of 18/19th April, a full two weeks before
the Club’s Opening Regatta. As it turned out, the weather
was perfect and race officer Iain Murray and his team
organised a very enjoyable and successful event which no
doubt motivated the eleven crews for the season ahead.
Unfortunately for the local sailors the entire silverware
was won by Bobby Salmond of Loch Earn Sailing Club
with Graeme Galbraith of Gourock snatching the runnersup spot from the first Holy Loch boat sailed by Ian Sinclair
and Bernie McIlvogue on a tie break.
The sun continued to shine on the righteous the
following weekend when eleven keelboats were craned in
at the Holy Loch Marina in time for the first Wednesday
Series race, again rather eccentrically taking place three days
before the Opening Regatta on May 2nd, accompanied
by the traditional Afternoon Tea, excellently organised by
Chris Wilson and her team to encourage the Sailing Club’s
friends and supporters to visit the Club.

Cromlech

Laundry Services
ALL DAIRY PRODUCTS
FRESHLY BAKED BREAD & ROLLS
HOT SNACKS & SANDWICHES

Cromlech Road Sandbank PA23 8PZ
tel: 01369 706256
mob: 07760 317231

Full range of
Magazines & Newspapers

BIG ENOUGH TO COPE –
SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE

Now Selling
CalMac and Western Ferry Tickets

FREE LOCAL PICK-UP/DELIVERY

Facilities Available

SERVICE WASH OR FULL
LAUNDRY SERVICE AVAILABLE,
WASH DRY AND IRON

• On line National Lottery
• Post Office Cash Line Dispenser
• Mobile Phone Vouchers and Swipe
• Electricity Tokens at all Times
• Full Post Office Service from 6.00 am

SHIRT SERVICE
DUVETS

www.cromlechlaundryservices.co.uk

All Services regarding Motor Taxation
WE NOW RECHARGE SCOTTISH GAS
AND SCOTTISH POWER KEYS
7 DAYS A WEEK – 6.00 am - 9.00 pm

Taking away your
wash day blues
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Sandbank Community Development Trust
Sandbank Community Development Trust

and one of the projects that they have identified looks likely
to be started soon. In collaboration with our Trust and Cowal
Bird Club it is intended to place a bird hide in the vicinity of
Broxwood car park with access from the car park to the hide.
This will be a natural follow on to the information board that
was erected here last year. It is not intended to have a building
as the hide but to use walling of some kind to act as a screen to
discourage vandalism. You will be kept updated as the project
moves forward. Funding has already been granted for this
project. The AFPLP represents all of the Trusts within Cowal
so we are quite fortunate that we are to have the benefit of one
of the first projects identified by the Partnership.

The AGM of the Trust was held on Tuesday 26th May
in the Village Hall.
The AGM is also the time at which memberships expire.
We are dependent on our membership numbers in justifying
fund raising. Those of you whose membership is due for
renewal should have received a form with your newsletterplease fill it in and either send it to Peter Galliard at the
address given, or give it to any Director. We know that for
many rejoining is something easy to overlook and would
encourage you to support us by rejoining. You cannot get
much for a pound these days! Life membership is only £5.

Ardnadam Car Park

Play Park Update

Ardnadam Car Park is still waiting to be used by Scottish
Water for a pumping station and a temporary storage depot.
We still do not know when this will happen and we are still
waiting to complete an agreement with them. We will be using
the Car Park on 13th June for the Gala so it will not be in use
before then. We understand that the delay has been caused by
the planning appeal for the use of Bullwood Quarry.
As we are still working from plans drawn up seven years
ago and as the area for the Community Park has changed the
environmental projects group is intending to produce a new
brief for this project. It will be examining such issues as the
type and number of car parking spaces and the nature of the
landscaping. We will have to ensure that the Community Park
is as low maintenance as possible as it would seem that it is
unlikely that Argyll and Bute Council will agree to maintain it.
We would welcome any input from members on these issues.

We are now at the stage of applying for grants for the dream
of a new Play Park to become a reality and the committee is
busy searching all of the different funders. It may be that we
have to split the project up if we find it difficult to obtain all
of the funding within the timescales that the funder’s set for
us but if this happens we will let you all know. Most of the
funds raised at this year’s Gala have been earmarked to go
towards the Play Park so come along to the Gala and support
the Play Park as well!

Environment Activities
There are several activities going on in and around the
village to do with the environment.
Once again the Community Council will be in charge
of ‘planting up’ the village. Two more planters have been
provided to further enhance the village, one on the grass
between the Holy Loch Inn and Finbracken and the other
on the grass triangle at the top of Ferguslie St. and the High
Road. We have erected an information board at Broxwood
close to the picnic area. The board consists of wildlife
information and a ‘you are here’ type of information. This
was provided in combination with the Forestry service.
Other sites have been identified for further boards which
will give locals and visitors the opportunity to read about the
heritage of our village these are being provided as part of the
Homecoming project.

Cyclepath and Walkway
Proposals for the cyclepath and walkway now reside with
Argyll and Bute Council. The change of government may
have affected the funding and priorities for environmental
projects. We can only wait and see what happens.

Broxwood Bird Hide
We have had a representative of our Trust on the Argyll
Forest Park Landscape Partnership (AFPLP) for some time

The Holy Loch Inn
Taigh – Osda Loch Seunnta

Traditional village pub with Scottish theme.

Lazaretto Point

Freshly Prepared Bar Meals Daily
12:00 to 9pm
(12:30 to 9pm Sunday)
Snacks 12:00 to 4pm

The Trust keeps a watching brief on Lazaretto point and
carries out some maintenance on things such as the chain and
the picnic tables. We intend to place an information board
at the end of the parking area away from the War Memorial
as part of the Homecoming.

Carry out Meals now avaiable

Peter Galliard, Company Secretary
John Massey, Secretary

REGULAR LIVE MUSIC
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The celebrations continued with a film night
at Highgate Hall and a Jazz night at Uig Hall.
Ardnadam archaeological site was the place to relive
the Stone Age courtesy of Loch Lomond and the
Trossachs Rangers on Friday 8th May. Pupils from
Sandbank and Strone had an enjoyable time.
The major time for Sandbank was Saturday
9th May with events spread out over the Village.
The Church Hall was the place for heritage, genealogy,
archaeology and cups of tea. The Sailing Club for all
things nautical particularly the boatbuilding heritage
of Sandbank. At Broxwood in the Forestry marquee,
the Red Squirrel group, the National Park, local bird
experts, Benmore Gardens and the Forestry service
itself showed visitors the natural heritage of the Holy
Loch. Dinah Macdonald provided a barbeque.
The Marina had tours, visits from the RNLI, safety
checks for boats, trips on White Heather and fast
RIBs and the facilities of the coffee shop and other
businesses. Ardnadam car park had Robert the Bruce
and his Knights, providing modern steeds for the
Knights were the Argyll Hillbillies, there were tours

The Homecoming Events have just finished.
They started with an enjoyable and well attended
Evening of Memories with Lord George Robertson,
Rt Hon Brian Wilson, Gordon Trapp and Robert
McSeveney. The theme was memories of the
American Navy in the Holy Loch. The consensus of
the speakers was that their presence enriched life and
opened locals and Americans to new experiences and
cultures. Another lesson was not to buy a piglet from
Robert McSeveney as it costs as much to give it back
as to buy it in the first place!
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to Kilmun Mausoleum (the first since 1790) and the
Ramblers Association with a local leaflet on walks.
The Cowal Pipe band performed for passers by and
Winston Churchill provided sustenance.
The culmination of the Saturday events was the
Soiree. About a hundred and ten people packed the
Village Hall to be sustained in both body and soul.
John Massey, as MC for the evening, organized the
participants in an alfresco perambulation to pick up
their buffet meal provided by Evelyn Pullar. Following
this John Gumm and Arthur French gave us a taste
of Burns culminating in a spirited rendition of Tam
O’Shanter. Following this was a presentation of
heritage images around the Holy Loch, half from
the John Saidler collection and others collected
by the presenter Ann Galliard. The children from
Sandbank Primary decorated the village hall with
beautiful displays connected to their Homecoming
2009 Topics. The P1/2 Gaelic unit made a DVD
about their project on the Highland Clearances. This
was shown during the evening soiree and won over
hearts and minds to such an extent that over £350

was donated towards the play park fund. The night
was concluded by community singing lead by Marion
Blair ably accompanied by David Lyle on keyboard.
Everybody thoroughly enjoyed the proceedings.
On Sunday there was a concert of Scottish Music by
Cowal Fiddlers in Sandbank Church which was well
attended. In the evening was an ecumenical service
of Hymns which filled Sandbank Church.
The major theme of homecoming was very much
a feature of the events. All over the Holy Loch and
particularly in Sandbank people could be heard
catching up with old friends and relatives. Old
connections were renewed and new contacts made
for the future. All in all it was a major success in its
primary aim and in bringing communities together.
Thanks to Argyll and Bute Council and Leader for
the main funding. Western Ferries and GTI also made
substantial contributions in sponsoring the events.
There were also many people who contributed time
and resources to make these events a success who will
be thanked elsewhere.
Peter Galliard, Holy Loch Communities
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SCDT Annual Car Wash
The Annual Car wash this year was held again at
the entrance to the Marina and all of the proceeds will
be going to upgrade the Play Park in Sandbank. Many
thanks need to go to the following for the reasons
mentioned.

To Ann’s Dewar and Galliard for supplying the grub
and drinks to keep us going. A special thanks need to
go to Auto-Smart who sponsored the event for the last
two years by supplying us with cleaning materials, and
to G.H. Currie for the use of the Pressure Washer and
fuel to run it.
Obviously a big THANK YOU needs to go to all of
our customers who all gave generously to a well deserved
cause. One of our customers was heard to say that they
had been waiting since last year to have their car washed
by us again as that is the only time it gets done!!!
The total Raised this year was £475. Well Done!

To the Trust directors and members plus Argyll
Hillbillies who turned out to man the sponges and
pressure washer. To the Marina who let us use their
parking area, the sailing club for supplying us with water.
To the young boys with the help of Batman and other
heroes who flagged down and directed cars into the car
wash, well done boys!

Marina News

Holy Loch Marina has had a busy winter with more
boats than ever. We are looking forward to a nice hot,
calm summer with many visitors using the marina
and hopefully utilising the facilities of Sandbank and
Dunoon. We have many visitors booked already for
the summer months, some coming from as far afield
as Switzerland and the Canary Islands.
We have now linked with Cumbrae Voyages,
the high speed rib people, who are more than happy
to run trips out of the marina, contact 0845 257 0404
for further details.

Tel: (01369) 701024
info@argyll1st.co.uk
www.argyll1st.co.uk
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IMPROVING THE ENVIRONMENT – A NEW
WASTEWATER SCHEME FOR DUNOON
The new outfalls will only spill during prolonged or high
rainfall, and water quality modelling has demonstrated very
significant improvements to the shoreline waters.

The Present Situation
There is currently limited or no treatment of waste water
discharged from properties in Dunoon and Sandbank.
Sewage litter is frequently visible on the foreshore and 21
unscreened sewage outfalls discharge into the Holy Loch
and Firth of Clyde along the stretch of shoreline from
Sandbank to Bullwood, south of Dunoon. Their locations
are illustrated by the RED DOTS on the map below.

A tried and tested treatment process plant with covered
tanks and odour treatment equipment will be constructed
within Bullwood Quarry. Here and along the shore road
Scottish Water faces engineering and environmental
challenges from rockface stabilisation and marine working
to minimising impacts on wildlife and dealing with the
“alien” Japanese Knotweed.
Planning consent has been granted for the Works and
several pumping stations. Discussions are ongoing to
finalise details for the remaining sites.

Plans for the Sandbank Area
This investment removes one septic tank and six
unscreened discharges between Broxwood and Lazaretto
Point. The key works comprise: -

A new pumping station located within the existing
Scottish Water site opposite Broxwood Place.
A new Combined Sewer Overflow located on the A815
near the marina (formerly Robertsons Yard), with
screened outfall to the Holy Loch.
New sewer pipe and rising main along the A815.

Impact and Benefit to the Community
There will unavoidably be some impact and disruption to
traffic on the main A815 road and the support and patience
of local people would be appreciated while this important
improvement work is carried out. Scottish Water and its
contractor partners aim to minimise the impact as much
as possible through careful construction planning. They will
inform local residents of plans and timescales via letters,
press and the Scottish Water website.

Bullwood Quarry

Subject to necessary statutory approvals work will begin in
late 2009, early 2010.

The Proposed Scheme

On completion of the works and once pumped flows
commence, residents will notice an immediate reduction in
unpleasant sewage debris washed up on the shore.
Dinghy sailors should appreciate the improvement to the
quality of water in the Holy Loch and, who knows, bathing
may once again become a popular summer pastime in the
area!

The current system hinders development in the area and
Scottish Water is addressing this problem with their new
sewage collection and treatment scheme designed to meet
European Union Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive
standards. The new scheme will provide for growth
identified in Argyll & Bute Council’s Local Plan.
There will be significant water quality improvements in the
coastal strip when unscreened sewage ceases to flow
untreated to the sea. Instead it will be pumped to a new
treatment works in the disused Bullwood Quarry. A series
of seven pumping stations will carry flows along the shore
road, intercepting flows from existing sewers en route.

For More Information

In high rainfall, overflows that outfall to the sea beyond low
tide level will prevent coastal sewers from flooding. These
are an improvement from the existing outfalls because fine
screens will retain solids in the sewers.
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Write to:

Scottish Water
PO Box 8855
Edinburgh
EH10 6XH

Telephone:

0845 601 8855

Email:
web:

customer.service@scottishwater.co.uk
www.scottishwater.co.uk

Sandbank S.W.R.I.

Sandbank Senior Citizens Club
By the time this issue of the “Sandbank Scene” is published
the 2008-2009 season of our club will have finished.
This season finished with our usual “High Tea” prior to our
Annual General Meeting on the 12th of May. A fortnight
later on the 26th May our last event took place when we ran
a coach load of members and friends to Dunfermline for a
days outing, the first visit to the burial place of Robert the
Bruce (at least his heart!!) by the club. Once again the club
tried to offer our members a good selection of entertainers
ranging from singers, dancers, musicians and our theme
afternoons i.e. Burns with live renditions and this year, for
the first time, a St Patrick’s afternoon. By this time our new
office bearers and committee will have been selected but by
the time of going to press we cannot say who they are, but
please keep your eye on the notice board at the Village Hall
and the local press for information.
What we would like to emphasize is that we lost 17
members from last year due to moving from the district,
passing away or various other reasons resulting in our
membership being slightly lower than the previous season,
so are suggesting if you are free on a Tuesday afternoon and
looking for a more active social life i.e. entertainment, coach
outings, theme afternoons and want to make new friends
then please get in touch with any of our members who will
not only tell you what the club is like but will point you in
the right direction for joining in September.
If you are a member at present we look forward to seeing
you back and if you decide to join us as a new member in
September we are sure you will not regret your decision!!
Arthur Oliver

We have a Membership of 39 and throughout the year the
meetings have been well attended. In January we welcomed
Mr Graham Thomas who writes the NATURE NOTES for
the local paper. The evening was very well received and Mr
Thomas promised to visit the Institute again with slides.
February brought two ladies, Margaret Stevenson and
Moira Shearer to tell us of all the work the Red Cross does
both at home and abroad. March was a very eventful month.
The Annual Whist Drive proved very successful with eight
tables of skillful players.
There was also a Rally on “Craft Exhibition” at Strachur
where Babs MacLeod won a cup for baking and Jenny
Thomson won a cup for knitting. Well done to everyone
who took part. It is always nice to win, but it is the taking
part that counts. On that Saturday the weather was glorious
giving the ladies an enjoyable journey there before enjoying
the delights of the show, followed by a delicious afternoon
tea. At the March meeting Mrs Senga Wilson demonstrated
IRIS FOLDING, giving the ladies a chance to demonstrate
their skills and take home the cards they made.
April 15th was the date of the Annual Spring tea where
the Village Hall received £337 raised from the event. The
S.W.R.I Dancers also hosted a dance where people came
from far afield to enjoy Sandbank’s hospitality and of course
danced away the night, and again the Village Hall benefitted
from the proceeds of £332.
We look forward to the April meeting where Mr Matt
Downs will talk on the Holy Loch Marina.

Coylet Inn

May brings our session to a close with the Annual General
Meeting where a new committee will be elected. The speaker
that night will be Mr Arthur French, his topic “Birds of Prey
in Cowal”.

Our Latest Specials
Wednesday Steak Deal

We resume our meetings in the Village Hall on
29thSeptember 2009 and hope to see you there.

Rump Steak, homemade chips & side salad
AND a dessert for £9.95

Isobel Collier, President

Friday Fish Suppers

TUCKER’S TAXIS

Fresh haddock in our own beer batter, deep fried,
with homemade chips, side salad and homemade
chunky tartare sauce.
2 for £10.

Your Local Taxi Company

Home cooked Sunday Roast
EVERY Sunday!
Choice of 2 meats, home made yorkie, roasties, fresh
veg, honey glazed parsnips and proper gravy!

6 AND 4 SEATERS
AVAILABLE

Offers available lunchtime & evening,
booking advisable.

( Call Anytime Day Or Night (

Tel 01369 840426
www.coyletinn.co.uk

Home: 01369 701710
Mobile: 0796 715 2802

Now open seven days a week
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REVIEW OF COMMUNITY COUNCILS … and more
Background
Sandbank Community Council is one of fifty-six
community councils established within Argyll and Bute.
Argyll and Bute Council is currently conducting a review
of community councils. One of the aims of the review is
to try and enhance the status of community councils – the
review is part of a wider improvement plan for Argyll and
Bute Council and the Community Planning Partnership.
The Community Planning Partnership includes statutory
members such as Strathclyde Police, Strathclyde Fire and
Rescue, Health Boards and a number of other non-statutory
groups who work in the community for example as ‘Third
Sector’ enterprises.

Sandbank opinion. The Community Council can only do
this if Sandbank residents bring issues, ideas and views to
our attention that can be considered and then forwarded to
the relevant authorities.
Factors Driving the Review
• Community Engagement: Involvement of Community
Councils in Community Planning.
• Community Planning:  To find better ways for Community
Councils to be accurately representative of the community.
Decision making needs to be transparent to build
community confidence.
• Representative Democracy:  To understand why people
do or do not stand as Community Councillors, how they
represent and are accountable to their communities.
• Practical Issues: Sandbank Community Council has
expressed a wish to remain independent and not merge with
an adjacent community council (which was an early stage
consideration). This was largely on the need to retain a strong
‘Sandbank’ identity. Argyll and Bute Council has resource
issues nonetheless will look to identify the best mechanisms
to support the operation of community councils.
• National Context: The Scottish Government is also
undertaking a review of community councils. The results
will be considered by Argyll and Bute Council as part of
their review.
Next Steps
Argyll and Bute planned to issue consultation proposals
by the end of April 2009, consider response proposals by
June 2009 and present the review report to Council in
August 2009. The review has delayed community Council
elections planned for April 2009 which will be rescheduled
for completion by late 2009.

Community Council Legislation
Community councils were created by the Local
Government (Scotland) Act 1973. The Act required local
authorities to introduce community council schemes for
their area outlining various arrangements including elections,
meetings, boundaries, and finance. Local authorities have the
freedom to tailor schemes to the particular circumstances of
their area. Local authorities and other bodies consult with
community councils on issues affecting the community.
These issues depend to a large extent on what is important
to each community, however local authorities are required
to consult community councils on planning applications and
involve them in the Community Planning process – part of
the national community engagement strategy.
What are Community Councils?
There are approximately 1200 community councils across
Scotland. Community councils are the most local tier of
statutory representation in Scotland. They bridge the gap
between local authorities and communities, and help to
make public bodies aware of the opinions and needs of the
communities they represent. Their primary purpose is to
ascertain and express the views of the community to the
local authority and other public bodies. Many community
councils also involve themselves in a wide range of other
activities including fundraising, organising community
events, undertaking environmental and educational projects
and much more.
In Sandbank the community council has used questionnaires,
open meetings, telephone calls and gathered opinion in
general conversation to help formulate our work and gauge

A Vibrant Community?
Sandbank can only be a vibrant community if there
are activities going on - thankfully we have; Holy Loch
Homecoming 2009, the Development Trust car wash and play
park plans, Sandbank Gala in June and more… A school of
thought believes that the best communities continue to improve
‘at the edge of chaos’, they need a real mix of personalities, age
groups, businesses and interest groups – that will be us then,
but there is still more to do. Share your views.
Chris Talbot

Your Community Councillors are:
Chris Talbot (Chair)
707656
Inge MacKenzie (Treasurer)
702004
Rhona Altin (Secretary, Editor) 704981
Ishbel Fairman (Editor)
703251
Lorraine Lewis (Mail Secretary) 706317
Iain MacNaughton
700008

05016336@uhi.ac.uk
mackenzies@uwclub.net
yeliyas@yahoo.co.uk
isabfairman@aol.com
l.lewis1@homecall.co.uk
macnau@btinternet.com

Please contact any of the above at any reasonable time if you have an issue to raise
or a comment to make.
Note: Any item to be considered for inclusion in the next available agenda, the Chair/Secretary will have to be
notified at least 8 days prior to the meeting. Agendas are usually posted 7 days prior to meetings which are held
on the last Wednesday of each month. Items not on the agenda cannot normally be discussed at meetings.
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Upper Cowal Bowling Club

Monitoring Owls in Cowal

The Club opened on the 18th April on a warm and
sunny day. After a long cold winter it was good to see
old friends and to welcome some new members.
This years president, Evelyn Pullar has become
the first ever lady president of the club breaking
the tradition of all male presidents since the club’s
inception. Although it must be said there is no one
more deserving to take on the role.
Evelyn’s family has been involved with the club for
many years and Evelyn herself has been a member
from a very young age. Coupled with this she has been
a great supporter of the club and is always available to
lend a hand with whatever needs to be done. Evelyn
has also asked Helen McVicar to be vice president
and Helen’s family also have a long association with
the club. Both are very valuable members and we wish
them all the best this year and next.
The Club enjoyed a successful year last year and we
look forward to more of the same this year.
Ours is a very happy club and anyone who would
like to try their hand at bowling would be most
welcome to come along and try their hand, just come
along or contact the secretary for details.
Peter Pullen

Just a few notes to let you
know what is happening
on the owl scene locally.
First of all, well done to
the sharp eyed observers
who noted that in the last
edition of the Scene, the rather large picture of a
Tawny Owl was actually a European Eagle Owl.
Signs are looking favorable for a decent nesting
season. I have twelve pairs of nesting owls in nesting
boxes on eggs as of the 30th of March 09. It is a
wee bit early for the Barn Owls to lay but there
are a few in boxes that I have been looking at, so
hopefully the next few weeks’ weather will be kind
to the birds and us as well.
I will let you know, in the winter edition, the
outcome of the season.
Arthur French
Note from the Editors: Apologies for our mistake on
the owl photo.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
AND LOCAL BUSINESSES
Sandbank is fortunate to have a mix of local
businesses that operate within our boundaries or
are fairly close. The (not exclusive) list is broad and
includes the Post Office and shop, coffee shop/diner,
an interesting selection of pubs, carpet supplier,
laundry service, ice-cream van, blacksmith and a
plethora of services operating from the marina.
The key point is they are local, they employ local
people and some of the profits (the rewards for taking
the self employment risk) are reinvested back in the
business to provide growth.
So what is the point of this article? Simple really – we
ought to all try and spend a bit more in Sandbank and
nearby businesses and keep the pounds circulating locally
as wages and more spend. If you have visitors or a reason
to celebrate please consider using local services. If you
are asked by passing tourists what they can do – point
them in the right direction, remember every pound that
comes into the area will replace one that has been lost to
leakage (tax and profit to distant companies).
I appreciate that not everything is available here
and some items need to be obtained in Dunoon or
across the water. However, one of the ways we all
get through the current recession is by making the
pound work harder and that is achieved by doing
more shopping locally.
Chris Talbot

Plant Sales & Hire
Alan McCorquodale
Unit 1, Highland Avenue,
Sandbank Business Park,
Dunoon PA23 8PB
Tel/Fax: 01369 703 781
Email: alan@amplanthire.co.uk
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Sandbank Village Hall
We have had another successful winter at Sandbank Village Hall. A concert
was held which was a great success, the acts were very talented and a great
night was had by all. The raffle draw and concert raised over £600. We are
looking forward to the next one. We are still trying hard to get a grant to
upgrade the hall but we do keep trying.
Our AGM was held at the end of May with some discussion on energy
efficiency and further funding options. Remember, the bouncy castle is available
for hire and if you would like to hire the hall for any occasion i.e. birthday
parties, weddings etc. you can contact Mrs Betty Gordon on 01369 706569 and make your booking.
Helen McVicar, Secretary

Village Hall Calendar
Below are some of the regular events in the village hall. Although some groups are finishing up for summer it
is worth noting their start dates on your calendar so that you can join/pop along when they recommence!

Boxercise

Mondays & Wednesdays

Cowal Befrienders

every Thursday

Alf (gentle exercises)

every Thursday evening (Sep – June)

Guitar Club

every Sunday

Reel Night (Family Dancing)

every 2nd Saturday (Sep – March)

Senior Citizens

every 2nd Tuesday (Sep – June)

Sandbank Community Council last Wednesday of the month (Oct – June)
Sandbank Development Trust

2nd Tuesday of month

Red Squirrel Group

once a month – Tuesday

Knitting Club

Monday 2-4pm

Training for life

contact Betty Gordon for details on 706569

If you have an event in the Sandbank area that you would like us to mention please contact us with
the details. The next edition of the Scene will be out in December. Rhona Altin Tel: 704981.

Caladh Funeral
Services
Independent Local Funeral Directors:ARTHUR DOMINICK & JOANNA HUNTER
Professional caring 24 hour service
Tel: (01369) 707000
Private Chapel of Rest
(Agents for Pre-paid Funeral Plans)

Everything you need for your
Home & Garden.
Look out for our monthly promotion leaflet.

57 Marine Parade, Kirn, Dunoon PA23 8HF

Walkers Mica, 361 Argyll St., Dunoon. Tel: 704003
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‘Green’ Light for local Holiday Parks
The Government is working with all major retailers
who sell light bulbs, the lighting industry and UK energy
suppliers to phase out traditional energy guzzling bulbs,
replacing them with energy efficient light bulbs. Why you
may ask yourself? Well, the traditional light bulb has not
changed for over a hundred years since Edison and Swan
- the time of Queen Victoria - and these bulbs waste 95%
of electricity as heat.
As I said earlier in my article, climate change is the
biggest threat facing our planet today. It is happening and
it is happening now. Everyone – governments, businesses
and individuals - need to work together to tackle climate
change by reducing our greenhouse gas emissions.
By phasing out the traditional light bulbs, we will all
be using less energy so will need less electricity. And the
bi-product of low energy lighting in your home? You will
save money!!
Jackie McBurney

As we are all aware that the issues of climate change,
highlighted by scientists and government officials, affects
us all in one way or another. But how many of us are
really looking at ways that we can help reduce our carbon
footprint?
Cowal Leisure and Drimsynie Estate Ltd have done
just that, they have stepped up and put in place a project
which has seen the whole of Hunters Quay Holiday Village
and Drimsynie Estate Holiday Village re-lamped with
low energy lighting, reducing their carbon footprint by a
whopping 360,000 kg Cº² per year.
I am aware that some folks are a bit unsure of the benefits
of low energy lighting and, having spoken to many people
over the last few years, have heard comments like ‘they take
ages to light up’ and ‘they are too big for my lamp, they
stick out the top.’ I have to be honest; I have said the same
myself. But the new generation of low energy lighting is
quite clearly, if you pardon the pun, ‘light-years’ away from
the old forms of lighting that took some time for the bulbs
to get to the maximum output.
You can get little bulbs that look just like ordinary bulbs
to fit into lamps and don’t stick out the top! You can get big
decorative globe bulbs that look so good they don’t even
need a shade! And the array of lighting I have just seen
fitted at Hunters Quay and Drimsynie Estate is amazing
even strip and spot lights that are low energy.

Message from the
Police Station

Public Reassurance Policing (PRP)
Public Reassurance Policing is
an important part of modern day
policing. The aim is to improve public confidence in
the way Strathclyde Police deliver policing services
and increase the community sense of security and
wellbeing. To do this, I am aware that we must
deliver a service that fully understands and addresses
the needs of our communities.
A Public Reassurance Model has been developed
to provide a means by which Public Reassurance
Policing can be delivered. This will be done by
various means including development of offender
management programmes and multi agency problem
solving forums. This approach will positively impact
on reducing crime and the fear of crime to create a
more confident and vibrant community.
The public’s involvement in the identification
of community problems, and participation in
finding appropriate solutions is paramount. Public
consultation is critical to successful policing of our
community. It is extremely important that any issues
the community have, are brought to my attention
so that I, along with partner agencies, can deal with
these issues in a manner that will be of the greatest
benefit to the community.
To coin a phrase, I will police Sandbank as well
as the community will let me.
PC Kevin Moffat

COWAL
INSURANCE SERVICES
Specialist in Commercial
Fleet Cover
Taxis
Shops and Business
Boats – Marine
Person Liability

FREE QUOTES PROVIDED
Tel: 01369 705225
81 Argyll Street, Dunoon
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✂

WIND FARM FOR SANDBANK

A renewable energy company, Infinergy Limited, has recently applied to Argyll and Bute Council for
planning permission to develop a wind farm on Strone Saul Hill behind Sandbank. The proposed wind farm
is intended to comprise eight turbines, new access tracks and associated infrastructure. Details were contained
in a planning notice published in the Dunoon Observer and Argyllshire Standard on 8th May 2009.
As there is much local concern about wind farm development in South Cowal generally, Sandbank
Community Council would welcome any opinions on the proposed scheme. In particular, it would be helpful
to have feedback on the following issues:Are the wind turbines considered visually unattractive or even offensive to the extent that they would
have an adverse impact on the local tourism industry?

Is wind farm renewable energy technology considered to be environmentally destructive to local wildlife
and the ecology generally?

Is the wind farm plan thought to be a financially sound proposition?

Please hand your completed questionnaire into Sandbank Post Office.
Many thanks
Sandbank Community Council

FERGUSLIE
GARAGE

Mechanical, Electrical
and Welding to all
types of vehicles
Servicing/MOT
Preparation, Brakes,
Steering, Suspension
TIMING BELTS SUPPLIED
AND FITTED
All work Fully Guaranteed

Free Estimates
and Advice
Tel: (01369) 706868
Ferguslie Street, Sandbank, Dunoon
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FOR ALL YOUR
BOATING NEEDS!

Original TextureScapes on wrapped canvas
High quality giclée prints on archival paper or canvas
Art and photography Cards
Jewellery and woodcraft; soft furnishings and knits

BERTHS AVAILABLE AT
COMPETITIVE RATES

Commissions accepted

Holy Loch Marina, Rankin’s Brae
Sandbank, DUNOON, PA23 8QB
Tel: 01369 701800 Fax: 01369 704749
E-mail: berths@holylochmarina.co.uk
Website: www.holylochmarina.co.uk

Atelier 23, Holy Loch Marina, Sandbank, Dunoon PA23 8QB

Tel: 01369 704817

info@ronnieford.com www.ronnieford.com

HONG KONG CARRY OUT

37 Queen Street, Dunoon.
Telephone 705142
OPENING TIMES

Sunday – Thursday 5.00PM to 10.00PM
Friday & Saturday 4.30PM to 11.00PM
CLOSED MONDAY & TUESDAY

Home deliveries: Sandbank £2.30, Sandhaven £2.80

SPECIAL SET MEALS FOR 2 £13.50
Choose either 2 starters and two main
courses OR 3 main courses which includes
2 chips, 2 boiled or fried rice.

FULL MENU AVAILABLE
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