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Robert Calls it a Day

The AGM of the Village Hall Committee on Friday 22nd
April was also the occasion of the retiral of our very energetic
committee member, Robert Diamond.

Robert has served the hall for well over thirty years and his
presence was a constant part of any activity which involved
the hall. He came on to the committee back around 1980 as
a representative of the Masonic Lodge and worked along with
many people including Betty Gordon and her late husband
John, who were even then mainstays of the hall.

Robert helped John to erect staging for hall functions, has
seen and been directly involved in the refurbishment and
extension of the hall, building walls and reshaping the interior
to the layout we have today. He has worked tirelessly on the
grounds, developing the car parking area and acquiring 40
tons of dressing to lay the surface of the park. His flags and
bunting have been a part of the hall’s activities and as recently
as the retiral party for Rev Joe Stewart on 30th April, Robert
made sure that the flags were out as usual.
The hall was also the venue where Robert met his wife
Betty, at the Saturday dances, and eight years ago the couple
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in the hall, taking
the opportunity of re-affirming their wedding vows in the
presence of Rev Stewart.

Even after announcing his retirement Robert has still been
helping out in the hall and our popular bouncy castle was to
the fore on Sunday 7th May, thanks to him.
Robert is continuing his great service to the community as
he is still carrying on with the church grounds. We all miss
you and it is good to know you are still around if we feel the
need to call on you. Have a great retirement and get that
garden done, Robert.
John Kelly (Chair, SVH)

Rev Joe Retires

The community of Sandbank descended on it’s village hall
to celebrate Rev Joe Stewart’s recent retirement.
A farewell ceilidh was hosted by Sandbank church in the
village hall to mark this prestigious occasion. Tom Irvine,
compere for the evening, introduced a wonderful array of
entertainers, including Heron Valley, Abigail Pride, Marion
Blair and Cowal Fiddle Workshop.
The evening was truly a community event with everyone
joining in the tribute to Joe.
To compliment this fine evening everyone was invited
to a magnificent buffet. Many thanks must go to all who
helped in the kitchen which contributed towards everyone’s
enjoyment of the evening
In a tribute to Mr Stewart, David Lyall gave fullsome praise
to Joe for his 22 years service to Sandbank and said that the
villagers were grateful to him for his leadership and guidance
during his ministry. His exceptional popularity was evident
by the fact that every seat was taken and there was standing
room only to say farewell .
Mr Stewart was presented with a specially commissioned
oil painting depicting the head of the Holy Loch and Mrs
Stewart received a broach. Mrs Isobel Collier had the honour
of presenting these fine gifts on behalf of the community.
The parishioners and the community of Sandbank wish
Mr & Mrs Stewart a long and happy retirement.
Eric Large

A few words from Joe

I have nothing but praise
for the communit y
of Sandbank and
the way that it has
preserved village life
and maintained its
identity in the midst
of a changing world.
Over the years villagers
have welcomed into
their midst because
of the Holy Loch, men and women from the world
community who have served with in the first instance
the British, and latterly the United States Navy.

the peace and tranquillity of Benmore Gardens and
Loch Eck.
Surrounded by the beauty of nature it would be
lifeless without the people who inhabit this beautiful
and tranquil little corner of the world.

When I think of the people of Sandbank , the
parable of the Good Samaritan comes to mind,
reminding me of people always at the ready to give
a helping hand in times of need. On more than one
occasion a Good Samaritan has come to my aid when
my car has broken down in the village.

During my years as Parish Minister, I have
experienced over generous hospitality and goodwill,
and the many social functions that both my wife
Margaret and myself have enjoyed in the village hall
are a testimony to village life.

In the past the core industry in Sandbank was boat
and yacht building at the former Robertson’s Yard
and Lorimer’s Yards and these too brought people
from around the world to Sandbank. To this one must
also add the Holy Loch Sailing Club and the Upper
Cowal Bowling Club.

Thanks you for the many precious memories of
Sandbank and its people that have enriched my life
during my years as Parish minister. These will remain
with me in my retirement years.

Sandbank was also a popular holiday resort during
the golden age of the Clyde steamers. Now it is a
stopping off point, a gateway to the Highlands and
the unspoilt beauty of the Cowal Peninsula with

God Bless

Rev. Joe Stewart

A note from your editors…

SANDBANK POST
OFFICE

We hope you will find this edition of the Sandbank
Scene informative and entertaining. There have
been significant changes to the community
over winter and spring. The sudden loss of
John Massey, who worked so hard on various
community projects, will affect us all for a long
time to come. He will be sorely missed. The
retirement of both Rev Joe Stewart and Robert
Diamond is well earned and we hope they enjoy
the rest! We are also sorry to be losing Lorraine
Lewis as a Community Councillor but must thank
her for all her hard work over the years.
If you are interested in being involved in your
community and having a say, then please call any
of us or stop us in the street for a chat. We would
love to hear your thoughts.
If there is anything you would like to see in this
newsletter please let us know. Any group or
individual can ask for a report, some news or an
advert to be included and we will be happy to
try and find space for any such contributions. All
feedback is very welcome. We are very grateful
to all the contributors and advertisers as without
them there would be no newsletter. We would
like to thank E & R Ingles Ltd for their continued
sponsorship and their assistance in producing
the Scene.

and Convenience Store

ALL DAIRY PRODUCTS
FRESHLY BAKED BREAD & ROLLS
HOT SNACKS & SANDWICHES

Full range of
Magazines & Newspapers

Now Selling
CalMac and Western Ferry Tickets
Facilities Available

• On line National Lottery
• Post Office Cash Line Dispenser
• Mobile Phone Vouchers and Swipe
• Electricity Tokens at all Times
• Full Post Office Service from 6.00 am

All Services regarding Motor Taxation
WE NOW RECHARGE SCOTTISH GAS
AND SCOTTISH POWER KEYS
7 DAYS A WEEK – 6.00 am - 9.00 pm

Many Thanks
Rhona Altin and Ishbel Fairman

Your No 1 Shop Locally
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Gallimaufry/Blairmore
Gallery & Coffeeshop

Gallimaufry in Blairmore is well into its second decade
of bringing great quality Art, Crafts & Gifts to the people
of Cowal & the many visitors to the area. We use the name
Blairmore Gallery too, so people know exactly where to
find us.

We love living in Sandbank, but are outward looking,
and have been building links with some of Scotlands top
artists. Currently at the gallery we have work by Pam Carter,
Deborah Phillips, John Wetton Brown, Pam Glennie and
Jolomo award winner, Keith Salmon. We also feature the
work of another Scottish top artist, local favourite David
Morrison, who produces traditional Scottish landscapes
and seascapes in oils.

© Jan Ferguson

With the loss of John Massey, our Secretary, this has been a
very sad and hard time for the Cowal Red Squirrel Group
(CRG). John is such a great loss to us. Five years ago he was
one of the founder members of our group. He was so proud of
what we had achieved and loved any opportunity to talk about
our group. John’s knowledge and enthusiasm as expressed by
him in our last newsletter, which was so informative, will be
nearly impossible to replace. As a group we must carry on with
our and John’s vision for the future. A must is producing hides
across Cowal for the public to enjoy these most endearing
creatures. I only hope we can find someone to take over the
Secretary’s job. If you know of anyone who may be interested
in filling this role, please give me a call on 01369 870346.
Jan Ferguson (Chair)

We liaise with the artists if you would like a commission,
and are always willing to offer advice and information about
the art, prints and crafts we stock. We also have gifts from
just a few pounds.

Alongside our Fairtrade speciality coffees, we have a
large range of Fairtrade gifts, and are pleased to house
Dunoon Fairtrade Group webpages on our website www.
blairmoregallery.com. We also strengthen our community
links with the Loch’n’Glen newsletter, available to download,
just follow the link on our website.

GEORGE H. CURRIE
- BLACKSMITH Established 1851

All Types of Welding,
Steel Fabrication,
Gates, Railing,
Fencing and
Shot Blasting

Celebrating 160 years
of Business
Tel/Fax: (01369) 706282
Mobile: 07884 314 044
e-mail: info@ghcurrie.co.uk
www.ghcurrie.co.uk

Vulcan Place
Sandbank
Argyll PA23 8PJ
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Sandbank Church

His skill in reconciling diametrically opposing views held
by different members of the board was regularly put to good
use.
Twenty two years is a long time to serve a community and
not surprisingly a strong bond developed between Joe and
his parishioners. I don’t think we were selfish in regarding
Joe as “our minister” rather than the minister we shared with
St John’s. At times the burden put upon him must have been
heavy but never once did I hear him complain. Thankfully
Joe has been blessed with a strong constitution and a life
generally free from illness.
Given his long service to the community, it was scarcely
surprising that the villagers turned out in their hundreds to
the concert held on the 30th of April in the village hall to
pay tribute to Joe’s time among us. A night of food, fun and
friendship was a fitting climax to a successful ministry. I know
that Joe and Margaret were deeply moved by the generosity
and love shown by the villagers.
Joe served many groups in the village. He was Chaplain
to Sandbank Primary School and it pleased him immensely
to be treated like a member of staff when he attended their
regular assemblies. He greatly enjoyed being in the company
of the children and he recognized that the future of Sandbank
was assured in their hands.
Joe was also the Chaplain to Invereck Eventide Home
and there was also great anticipation and excitement among
the residents when they learned that he was coming to take
the Service. He would never rush of at the end but would
linger and chat with them over a cup of tea. He knew many
of the residents from their time prior to entering the home
and took a special interest in news about their families and
how they were progressing.
So often in the weeks leading up to Joe’s retirement I heard
villagers say that things would never be the same again in
Sandbank after he had gone. I don’t suppose they will. But we
should be grateful that we had the privilege of having Joe as
our minister over such a long period of time. He has prepared
us for the future and the future is in God’s hands.
As Alastair Collier said at the end of Joe’s final Service at
Sandbank Church “Twenty two years ago we chose the right
man for the job”.
Indeed we did.
David Lyall

It was a very happy occasion twenty two years ago when
the Rev Joe Stewart arrived from Clydebank to take up
the post of minister of the linked charge of St. John’s with
Sandbank Parish Church.
Over the years Joe has steadily and quietly won the
affection of not only his congregation but the wider
community of Sandbank. He and his wife Margaret have
been regular and welcome attendees at village events
throughout the years and on those occasions when other
pressing engagements have resulted in their absence, the
event has seemed somehow incomplete.
Many of the residents have reason to be grateful to Joe
for his encouragement and support when they have been
going through troubled times. When people have been
bereaved, he has been first on the doorstep, listening quietly
and unobtrusively, sustaining them with spiritual comfort
and leading them slowly but surely out of the dark valley
with just the right words of encouragement.
Of course, much of Joe’s work was done quietly and
discreetly and there was never any public expression of
thanks at the time. Joe can be assured that his presence and
encouragement were deeply appreciated by those whom he
served.
It is sometimes forgotten that ministers are also managers.
Joe chaired the Congregational Board and the Church
Session and his wisdom and experience in guiding members
towards decisions in matters of church finances and the
upkeep of the church buildings was greatly appreciated.

LetsMove

Lets Move is the Premier Local Letting Agent

We Don’t Sell - We Only Let Property
We Don’t Charge VAT - So We Are Cheaper
We Provide a Full Maintenance Package
We List Property Throughout the Area
We Are Here To Make Your Life Easier
Without Doubt The Best Service in Town

Everything you need for your Home
& Garden.

www.letsmovedunoon.com

Look out for our monthly promotion leaflet.
Walkers Mica, 361 Argyll St., Dunoon. Tel: 704003
4

Sandbank Scouts

April was an extremely quiet month, due to excessive
school holidays, and our only activity was the Beaver Scouts
visit to the local Police Station while the Cub Scouts busied
themselves making goods to sell at Sandbank Gala Day.
We have just returned from our Cub Camp at Glen
Kin where the Beaver Scouts and parents visited us on
an unfortunately wet Sunday. However all was not lost as
children don’t mind getting wet and the parents were able
to attend our Annual General Meeting after their barbecue
lunch.
We are now looking forward to the local Gala Day, Argyll
District Beaver and Cub Scout Day in Lochgilphead and the
Cub Scouts have another camp organised in Everton Camp
Site in Greenock District.
The numbers in our group have been fairly stable over the
past few months although we have one Cub Scout, Lewis,
moving up to Scouts in Dunoon and four of our Beaver
Scouts, Scott, Amy, Innes and Euan, moving into our Cub
Pack. This will give us a more manageable size of Cub Pack
and I am sure there are a few children approaching Beaver
Scout age to join us soon.
Unfortunately our Beaver Scout Leader, Scott, has taken
new employment and is away to sea for three months at a
time – we wish him well in his travels. However the good
news is he is continuing as Beaver Scout Leader when he is
at home so the Beavers are quite excited and looking forward
to his series of postcards!
Once more I have to thank all parents, but in particular
Fraser and Elliot who tirelessly come along every Beaver
meeting or activity, Kivanc who helps at Cub meetings
and Ronnie and Carolyn who have taken up positions
on our Executive Committee as Chairman and Secretary
respectfully. I would also like to thank David Lyall who has
taken the position of treasurer, Gordon Blair as auditor and
Glenda Wilson for joining us at the AGM. Thanks to all
the above mentioned we now have an operational Executive
Committee
On the monetary side we wish to thank Sandbank
Community Council, Western Ferries and the former
Sandbank Brownies for the contributions they have made
to our group, they are greatly appreciated.
Best wishes to all from the Beaver and Cub Scouts of 26th
Argyll (Sandbank) Scout Group
Beth Aitken (GSL)

In December our Beaver and Cub Scouts made a presentation
in Sandbank Church. The children dressed a Christmas tree
as they told the story of each article they placed on the tree.
This was well received by the congregation and the children
enjoyed the telling of the story. The following week they had
their Christmas Party where fun was had by all and lots of
treats consumed!
The months of January and February saw us pushing
on with badge work in both sections and Rev Joe Stewart
joined us for the evening when we celebrated Founder’s Day
in February

March saw us understanding and creating codes, making
kites, pancakes and Mother’s Day cards then experiencing
games devised and run by Cub Scouts.

YOUR NEW TRAVEL AGENT
RIGHT HERE IN SANDBANK

Please contact us on

01369 707408

www.totalholidayexperience.com

THE holiday
of a lifetime
Total Holiday Experience Ltd., Agency No: S7881. Reg. Office GT House, Sandbank Business Park,
Dunoon, Argyll, PA23 8PB. We act as The Global Travel Group plc in connection with the sale of
travel products. Unless specified as the operator, the Global Travel Group plc is the agent of ATOL
Protected Tour Operators and other principals.
Directors: H. Thomson & D. Merrick Registered in Scotland no. SC333333 VAT Number: 922 081 747

5

Holy Loch Port

Holy Loch Marina

We are progressing well with the Cruise Ship side of the Port
business. I attended the Seatrade Conference & Exhibition
again in Miami this March on the Cruise Britain Stand,
which went very well. We will also be on the Cruise Britain
stand in Hamburg in September. We made some great
contacts from our various networking trips to Miami and
London last year and managed to secure the MV Quest
which sailed into Holy Loch Port in April.

Holy Loch Marina has had a busy winter and is now
looking forward to an even busier summer. We have our
“pay for one night get one half price” offer on again, for all
visiting boats. It was a massive success last year and brought
record numbers of visitors to the marina over the two
nights with many visitors heading to Benmore Gardens
and also into Dunoon for a wander and a bite to eat.
We are looking forward to many musters and events
this year. We have the Gala on 18th June and the Flying
Fifteen Championships in August along with the Cowal
Games. This is always a busy time for us with boats arriving
on the Thursday night ready to enjoy a great weekend.
We are really looking forward to the Flying Fifteen
Championships, this is the first time Holy Loch Sailing
Club have been involved in this event, and we are very
happy to support it and hope that it will become a regular
event. We would also like to take this opportunity to let
you know that we welcomed Glasgow Sea Safari to the
marina this year. Graham offers High Speed Rib trips for
all! Graham will be operating great trips over the whole
summer and will also be at the Sandbank Gala offering
fantastic trips all day.

The MV Quest is our first cruise ship to berth alongside.
The vessel arrived on the Thursday night, spent the night
alongside and welcomed their passengers for the first voyage
of the year on the Friday. Once all passengers had arrived, they
all enjoyed the gorgeous scenery under the lovely Sandbank
sun as they left for the start of their holiday. The Hebridean
Princess has also berthed in the Holy Loch and used our
facilities and are due back again for a few visits in the winter
months. Visit our Port Website on www.holylochport.com

If you require any information on boating or berthing at
the marina, please do not hesitate to contact James, Iain,
Martin or myself on 01369 701800, or visit our website
www.holylochmarina.co.uk

Alison Newlands, Marina & Port Manager

MARINE WIRING REPAIRS AND INSTALLATIONS

The Place to be in Sandbank
Delicious Home Baking, Fair Trade & Organic Products,
Outdoor Seating, Wi-Fi Access and Parking
Just along the road from Dunoon and
Hunters Quay at Holy Loch Marina, Sandbank

• General wiring repairs and fault finding.
• Engine wiring harnesses repaired and manufactured to spec.
• Split charging systems designed and installed.
• Instrument and switch panels supplied and manufactured.
• Eberspacher & Webasto heaters repaired, serviced and installed.
• Charging and starting systems tested and repaired.
• Alternators and starter motors supplied and reconditioned.
• Engine start and auxiliary batteries supplied, fitted and tested.
• Specialist marine electrical parts supplied.
• Shore supplies tested and installed.
• Navigation and saloon lighting repaired and installed.

OPEN 7 DAYS
www.holylochcoffeeshop.com

137 John Street, Dunoon, Argyll, PA23 7BL
Contact: Billy Earley Tel: 01369 701555
Email: info@automarineelectrics.co.uk
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Cowal Dog Training Club
A dog is man’s best friend, or so we are told and certainly
a dog can be the very best friend a person can have. Just
think of the friends for life spot at Crufts, with the heart
warming tales of what any one of these dogs means to their
owners. The thing that all guide dogs, helping hand dogs,
sniffer dogs, search and rescue and hearing dogs for the
deaf have in common is that they have all been trained to
a specific task and they love it. Dogs like to have a purpose
and to be trained.
The best time to start to teach your dog basic manners
is when it is a tiny puppy. What is amusing and fun in a
puppy is not fun in an adult dog. It is no coincidence that
the most common age for a dog to need re-homing is about
5-6 months when it has stopped being cute and has started
destroying the house or has just become annoying.
Having said that, never believe the saying that “you can’t
teach an old dog new tricks”. Dogs are willing and able to
learn at any age, even elderly but you have to know how to
teach it. It is undeniably easier when a dog is a puppy.
That is where a training club comes into its own. Cowal
Dog Training Club is willing to help owners old and new
to live with their dog in harmony. If your dog pulls you
off your feet on a walk, won’t come when it is called, barks
nonstop or is just a friendly hooligan, we can help you. All
our trainers are members of the Kennel Club Accredited
Trainers scheme and we do not train your dogs for you,
we teach you how to train you own dogs to a standard
you can live with. We are a registered charity and all the
people who are helpers in the club do it for love, not
money. We even pay for our own dogs to attend classes!
Ideally we would like all dogs to at least pass the Kennel
Club Good Citizen Test at Bronze level but many people
go on to Silver and even Gold finding that once training
has started, it is fun to continue.
We inherit quite a few problem dogs in our classes often
dogs that had no training when they were young puppies
and have been re-homed. The difference in these dogs
after a few months is sometimes incredible and once the
dog starts to behave a bit better classes become more and
more fun for both dogs and owners. Progress can seem
slow but every week brings a subtle change in most dogs
provided the owner follows advice. Before they know it
they have an easier pet to live with. I have even heard
people say they couldn’t bring their dog to class because it
is too badly behaved. That is the best reason of all to bring
it to class. Never be embarrassed to ask for help, believe
me we have seen it all! Don’t forget that a lot a helping
hand dogs or hearing and sniffer dogs are taken from rehoming centres and trained for a new life. With our help
and a bit of effort on your part, your dog can have a new
life with you in harmony.
If you are interested in attending classes or just want
to come along and see what we do phone either Agnes
705024 or Sheila 702005 Remember we take all ages
and abilities of dogs and owners (children under 12
accompanied by an adult) We also do ringcraft for all
your budding show dogs.
Caroline Pearce

DO I GO HOME TODAY?
My family brought me home cradled in their arms
They cuddled me and smiled at me and said I was full of charm
They played with me, laughed with me and showered me with toys
I sure do love my family, especially the girls and boys.
The children loved to feed me, they gave me special treats
They even let me sleep with them, all snuggled in their sheets
I used to go for walks several times a day
They even fought to hold the lead, I’m very proud to say.
They used to laugh and praise me, playing with that old shoe
I didn’t know the difference between the old one and the new
The kids and I would grab a rag and for ages we would tug
So I thought I did the right thing when I chewed the bathroom rug.
They said that I was out of control and had to live outside
This I could not understand although I tried and tried
The walks stopped, one by one, they didn’t have the time
I wish that I could change things, I wish I knew my crime.
My life became so lonely in the garden on a chain
I barked and barked all day long to keep from going insane
They brought me to a shelter and embarrassed to say why
They said I caused an allergy and then they said goodbye.
If only I’d had classes when I was just a pup
I wouldn’t have been hard to handle when I was all grown up
“You’ve only one day left” someone said to me
Does this mean a second chance?
Do I go home today?

~ Sandi Thompson ~
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Local lad walking the great wall for children’s charity
We are all very proud of Ian McBurney, a local
boy from Sandbank, who is training to take up the
challenge to trek a section of the Great Wall of China
with eleven other volunteers, in aid of CLIC-Sargent,
Children’s Cancer Charity, in September 2012.

that they could never have imagined that such an
amazing place would exist.

Ian has helped out at many of the fundraising and
awareness raising events over the years, and is a
registered fundraising Volunteer for the charity.

Brianne is now in remission however, they don’t
consider themselves out of the woods yet; but
with the help and support they have received from
Clicsargent as a family,
and individually, they have
remained a very strong
family unit, and appreciate
the great work the charity
does to support families
when the unimaginable
happens.

They also had an opportunity to meet with
other families in similar circumstances and share
experiences with them.

This particular challenge
is registered as the
‘Brianne Roberts Great
Wall Challenge’. Kim and
Chris Robert’s three year
old daughter Brianne was
diagnosed with Acute
Lymphoblastic Leukaemia
in August 2005 and their
world just fell apart.

Ian feels that he is lucky
to have a family that are
healthy, and would like
to make a difference to
families that have not been
as lucky as his. He works
tirelessly. Apart from his
school work, he has two
jobs and works away, in his
‘free time’ with the help of Dad, to make wooden
bird feeders, nest boxes, key holders and many
other items which he sells with his well known
‘big smile’, at the numerous table sales and events
he attends. He has pledged to try and make three
thousand pounds for the charity and is well on the
way to getting there. He has all sorts of fundraising
events and ideas over the next 18 months so do
look out for them.

As parents, thought the
worst and were baffled by all
the things the Consultants
and Doctors were telling
them, so when someone
came along and explained
things in simpler terms, it
took away some of the pressure they were feeling.
That special someone was a Clicsargent nurse this was to be the beginning of their longstanding
relationship with the Clicsargent charity.
Because they live on an island, when Brianne
was having intense treatment, the Clicsargent nurse
organised for them to stay in a Clicsargent home
from home within the hospital complex, which
made things so much easier and it meant Brianne’s
two older brothers were able to join the family at
the weekends and school holidays.

As a family, we are proud of Ian’s achievements
to date, and hope that you will help support a local
lad support a charity he feels strongly about.

When Brianne was well enough to leave hospital,
Clicsargent were there for them again and organised
a week at Malcolm Sargent house in Prestwick
so they could be together as a family. They said

To either sponsor Ian, make a donation to the
challenge or purchase one of his wooden items
contact: Jackie McBurney – jackiemcburney@
aol.com Subject Ian’s Charity Challenge or Tel :
01369701893

TUCKER’S
TAXIS
Your Local Taxi Company

ANDERSON & ORR
   KILTMAKERS  
QUALITY HANDMADE KILTS

  

6 AND 4 SEATERS
AVAILABLE
( Call Anytime Day Or Night (

Helen Anderson
Linwood Cottage, Main Road, Sandbank
Dunoon, Argyll, PA23 8PA
Tel: 01369 701 720 Mob: 07917 042400
email: andersonandorrkiltmakers@hotmail.co.uk

Home: 01369 701710
Mobile: 0796 715 2802
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On the 2nd of February 2011 the UHI Millennium Institute
was awarded full university title following confirmation
by the Privy Council. After much hard work at long last a
project started some ten years ago and founded on the
historic academic record of Scotland the new University
of the Highlands and Islands was delivered.

The partner colleges include (with ‘taster areas’):
• Shetland College (Modern Art and Scottish Culture).
• North Atlantic Fisheries College (Seamanship/Deck
Officer/Engineering).
• Orkney College (Archaeology and Scottish History).
• The North Highland College (Golf Management,
BalletWest and multi disciplines).
• Lews Castle College (Stornoway) (Renewables, Rural
Development and multi-disciplines).
• The Highland Theological College (Dingwall)
(Theological studies).
• Moray College (Elgin) (Fine Art, science and multidisciplines).
• Inverness College (Forestry, science and multidisciplines)
• Perth College (Music, audio engineering and air
engineering).
• West Highland College (Fort William) (Adventure
Tourism and multi-disciplines)
• Sabhal Mòr Ostaig (Skye) (Gaelic language).
• SAMS (Scottish Association for Marine Science)
(Dunstaffnage) (Marine science with a truly global
influence).
• Argyll College (multi-disciplines).

There are many reasons why the Highlands and
Islands needed a university; the support of economic
development and growth, the sustaining of rural and
island economies and the opportunity for regional
cultural and social development. Our new University
provides the opportunity for people of all ages to
improve their educational achievements either to
improve employment prospects or to make up for a
chance missed in early life.
The Executive Office (affectionately known as ‘the
Admiralty’ to a select few!) is in Inverness but through
the use of video conferencing and modern information
technology equipment thirteen ‘partner colleges’ are
networked together and provide access to higher
education learning from a single degree module (for
continuing professional development), Higher National
awards and on up to post-graduate PhD research. The
University has a growing and active Student Association
(UHISA) which was at the forefront of the Scottish ‘tuition
fees’ campaign. Our new Government is committed to
no fees, to retain student numbers and to look at ways
of improving student support.

The University of the Highlands and Islands provides
the opportunity for people to study at home, perhaps
whilst working. Some folk will want to study away from
home, this is their individual decision. Our University
now brings another study dimension.

I speak from my personal learning experience and
found the process very impressive – I have studied
and worked with other students from right across the
Highlands and Islands on a number of topics. My eyes
have been opened to what opportunities for study and
work are out there plus understanding what fires up
other students and communities.

Chris Talbot, Treasurer Sandbank Community Council
and Vice President of the UHI Students’ Association. For
further info please go to: www.uhi.ac.uk

Combining traditional skills
with innovative ideas

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • MAINTENANCE & REPAIR
Extensions • Property Alterations • New Build Homes • Joinery
Electrical • Plumbing • Heating • Roofing • Groundworks

Design and Estimating

Serious About Selling Property
Highland Avenue, Sandbank Business Park, Dunoon PA23 8PB
Tel: 01369 702578 Fax: 01369 706315
E: enquiry@stewartmcnee.co.uk
www.stewartmcnee.com
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Community Council Update

Local Planning

Although there have been few planning applications from the
Sandbank/Ardnadam area over the past six months or so, in many
ways reflecting current subdued activity in the local construction
industry, two issues have prompted Sandbank Community Council
(SCC) to make representations to Argyll and Bute Council.
•

•

In response to a significant groundswell of local opposition
to a planning application for extension of the operation of a
concrete batching plant on the Holy Loch Marina reclamation
site, a formal objection was lodged by SCC last March. Over
100 separate written objections were also submitted by local
residents and when the matter was considered by the Council’s
PPSL Committee on 20th April it was unanimously refused
by Councillors.

Some time ago SCC expressed support for the Council’s
proposed “Core Paths” initiative that aimed to identify and
promote the use of a network of routes across Argyll and Bute
for walking, cycling, etc with a view to encouraging greater
public participation in such activities. Towards the end of the
Council’s consultation period several parties approached SCC
with concerns about one particular track that is subject to heavy
use by large timber lorries and passes close to the site of the
proposed CHP power station at Dalilongart before crossing
the Ballochyle Estate. Although the route would always be
open to the public, SCC shared the objector’s sentiments and
made a representation suggesting exclusion of the track from
Core Path designation. The outcome is awaited.

SCC has also registered for “It’s Your Neighbourhood” and
received 105 saplings to plant in the community. In support of the
Forest Schools project, on a blustery March afternoon, some SCC
members worked with an enthusiastic group of young, budding
horticulturists planting the saplings in the school grounds.

Retirements

SCC members wish to extend their thanks and appreciation to
Lorraine Lewis for her much valued contribution over many years.
Lorraine has been Mail Secretary for some time and is stepping
down to devote more of her energies to grandmotherly duties.

Health Services

Best wishes are also extended to Robert Diamond who is
relinquishing his vital role with the village hall. Robert is everpresent at SCC meetings and has been of immense help and support
to its members over the years.

This is a crucially important matter at the forefront of many people’s
concerns and SCC members have been increasingly contributing
at local meetings involving community representatives where
NHS professionals are also in attendance and can be put on the
spot. Issues such as the Hospice; pre-op assessments in Cowal
Community Hospital; more specialist clinics locally and the
time taken for X-ray results to become available have all featured
prominently in recent months. Regrettably, some services have
yet to be developed to stages where delivery is considered wholly
satisfactory.

Finally, SCC would like to add to the many plaudits which Rev Joe
Stewart has received recently upon his retirement. Joe has been an
iconic figure in the village and will be truly missed.

“It’s your Neighbourhood”

John Massey

During the last year or so SCC has managed to obtain some funding
for its efforts aimed at beautifying several amenity and picnic areas
around the village. The job of planting and generally tending to 17
planters, tubs and a boat are undertaken by all members with very
able and much appreciated assistance from a few friends and family
members. These are not onerous tasks and should any readers feel
they would like to help with the maintenance of a planter “near you”
please get in touch with any SCC member shown on page 11.

John’s premature death was a great shock to all who knew him.
His local contributions and achievements through the Community
Development Trust, the National Park’s Community Partnership
and the Red Squirrel Group were outstanding and widely
acknowledged. He was a hugely capable and committed individual
and all SCC members mourn his loss.
Iain MacNaughton Convener
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INVITATION

Sandbank Community
50:50 DRAW
✪ Super Draw 2011! ✪

Interested in what’s going on in
your local area?

Happy to give up a few hours per month?
Why not live dangerously and become a community
councillor?
Apparently, 80% of people who are not involved in
voluntary activities say they’ve never been asked. Well,
please consider this as a request to become a Sandbank
Community Councillor. We’re looking for 3 new
members and would welcome interested local residents
keen to chip in a little for the village.
It’s probably fair to say that many within the village
ask a not unreasonable question – “so who are the
Sandbank Community Council and what do they do?”
Despite monthly meetings which are open to the
general public and advertised in the village hall and shop,
we rarely attract more than a handful of local residents.
Interestingly, when potentially controversial subjects are
on the agenda such as the proposed windfarm a couple of
years ago and more recently the planning application to
extend operation of the concrete batching plant, packed
houses can be the order of the day. It seems therefore
that the village would rather have a Community Council
than not. The “SANDBANK SCENE” also seems to
go down well!
And why not? In many ways the Community Council
plays a useful and occasionally important role. A typical
meeting could encompass discussion of Police calls
and action in Sandbank over the preceding month;
town planning issues of local relevance; ongoing
management issues ranging from road maintenance
to grass cutting and littering; questioning the local
Ward Councillor in attendance; etc. The Community
Council has also endeavoured to represent local opinion
on issues of general importance and has written on
behalf of individual residents with specific problems
or grievances.

Donations to Sandbank Church, Village Hall, Sandbank Scouts,
Sandbank Community Development Trust and Rev Joe
Stewart’s retirement are just some of the ways the profits from
the 50: 50 have been spent in the past 6 months. We have
purchased more new plants and have acquired a large planter
from Argyll & Bute Council which will soon be on display.
Due to a healthy bank balance at present the Community
Council decided to spread the wealth and give something
extra back to the community! This resulted in a Super Draw
at our AGM on 25th May. We drew the lucky numbers for the
regular monthly draw along with 8 extra draws of £25. We
may continue with Super Draws throughout the year if our
bank balance remains healthy, so good luck, you now have
even more chance of winning!
The Sandbank Scene incurs high costs which are subsidised
by Sandbank Community Council through the 50:50 profits.
We have great support from local businesses who advertise
with us however the printing costs are high and we must meet
the shortfall. We need your support to continue with village
improvements, to make donations to local good causes and
to continue producing the Scene.
New members to the monthly draw are always welcome
and you will have much better odds with us than the National
Lottery! The draw is held at the Community Council meetings
on the last Wednesday of the month and the lucky winners’
names are posted on the Village hall noticeboard and at the
Post Office. We currently have 160 members in the 50:50 draw
and current prize money is £35, £25 and £15 for 1st, 2nd and
3rd prize respectively.
The cost is only £1 per month paid annually or bi-annually.
There is no further involvement required and you will be
making a worthwhile contribution to your village. Your
Community Councillors will collect the money in June and
December.
If you would like to join the 50:50 draw please send the
following information to our treasurer: Your name, address,
and a cheque for £6 (bi-annual contribution) or £12 (annual
contribution). Send to: Chris Talbot, 12 McKinlay’s Quay,
Sandbank, PA23 8NZ or if you prefer contact one of your local
Community Councillors whose details can be found below.
Remember, you have much more chance of winning the
50:50 than the National Lottery and the more people who
join, the bigger the monthly prizes! More importantly you will
be contributing to your local community and giving support
to the volunteers who work tirelessly to make Sandbank a
better place to live.

So what do you think?

Your Community Councillors are:
NAME
Iain MacNaughton
Chris Talbot
Rhona Altin
Ishbel Fairman
Fiona Anderson
Jennifer Woodward
Helen Anderson

POSITION
Convenor
Treasurer
Minutes Secretary, Editor
Editor, Sandbank Scene
Community Councillor
Community Councillor
Community Councillor

PHONE
700008
707656
704981
703251
07762 453798
707505
701720

E-MAIL
macnau@btinternet.com
cmtalbot@btinternet.com
yeliyas@yahoo.co.uk
isab39@tiscali.co.uk
fionajamiehannah@hotmail.co.uk
jamesjena@btinternet.com
h.anderson370@btinternet .com

Please contact any of the above at any reasonable time if you have an issue to raise or a comment to make.
Note: Any item to be considered for inclusion in the next available agenda, the Chair/Secretary will have to be notified at least
8 days prior to the meeting. Agendas are usually posted 7 days prior to meetings which are held on the last Wednesday of each
month. Items not on the agenda cannot normally be discussed at meetings.
11

Sandbank Senior Citizens Club

The Senior Citizens club has held another successful year and
we continued in last year’s theme of having entertainment
rather than speakers.
The club was set up to bring the community together to
meet new friends and have an afternoon of camaraderie and
fun. We feel we have fulfilled this commitment.

Many thanks must go to the entertainers who have given us
so many wonderful and enjoyable afternoons. Several groups
visited the club for the first time and were thoroughly amusing
and delightful. We have just come to the end of our syllabus
for 2010 – 2011, which we feel has been very successful.

There were many different ranges of entertainment such
as The Cowal Junior Fiddle and Accordion workshop who
showed off their skills in performing many Scottish tunes,
and not to mention the unforgettable debut of CLASS.

The club arranged a coach trip to Stirling and the club
has also organised a theatre outing to the Queens Hall
to support the Choral Society who entertained us during
the year.

We had a range of all round entertainers that made us all
laugh and played and sang some wonderful music, Just to
name a few, Tom Irvine, Alec Pollock and Frank Gallagher,
Peter McFarlane, David Muir, and special thanks must also
go to Pat Burns who is always there when asked.If it was just
music that you wanted to hear we had Margaret Flanagan
and friends, and The Barbra McNaughton Ensemble amongst
others.

May I thank all the committee members and club members
for their support during the year.

The lunch club is held before each meeting and has
increased its numbers. We enjoy a wonderfully varied menu
from our chef, Fergie, who never fails us.
The club meets on alternative Tuesdays and will begin again
in September in Sandbank Village Hall. Please come along
and pay us a visit you will not be disappointed.

There has been a full programme throughout the year and
I have been unable to name all the entertainers; however I
would like to thank them all on behalf of the club for giving
their time and energy in bringing a bit of sunshine especially
during the winter months.

Future events are advertised in our local paper

Margaret Ferguson
President 2010 - 2011
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e-mail: corecomputing.dunoon@gmail.com
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Sandbank WRI

UPPER COWAL
BOWLING CLUB

December 14th - We enjoyed some Christmas fayre at
the Holy Loch Inn and a visit from Santa Claus!
January 25th - A superb slide show of Ireland courtesy
of Mr Togwell and friends.
22nd February - Mrs Myra Campbell talked to us on
about the rehabilitation centre at Cowal Community
Centre which proved enlightening. Most of us didn’t
know such a place existed.
March 15th we held our annual Whist Drive to raise
funds for our own group. March 29th brought Fiona
Nelson - her subject “Living for Life”, took us to Gambia,
where she and her brother do voluntary work to help
improve living standards there.
April 13th- Daffodil Tea was a fundraiser for the village
hall. It was very busy and the handsome sum of £360 was
handed over. Also in April, the WRI country dancers
had their annual dance and raised £316 which was also
donated to the village hall. April 26th was a craft night
with Mrs Rose Balfour who showed us a great variety of
crafts and had us well entertained with her repartee.
May 10th was the AGM and Mr Arthur French came
along to give us an update on his birds. He was with us
two years ago and his talk was again much appreciated.
He took some of the ladies to see some young owls, which
to their delight, they were allowed to hold.
In addition to our syllabus, we were invited to the
Innellan Institute for “A Taste of Burns” in January. We
also had a rally in Strachur in March where most institutes
in Cowal participate.
The president for 2011-2012 is Mrs Babs MacLeaod
who along with the committee will have a very exciting
programme arranged.
Do try to come along – you’ll be made most welcome.
The new season starts on Tuesday 27th September in the
village hall at 7.30pm
Isobel Collier

The Club opened on the 23rd April on a beautiful sunny
afternoon. This year the club is celebrating its 140th year.
After a long cold winter it was good to see old friends
and to welcome some new members, particularly our
three new juniors.
This year’s president, Alan McCorquodale, welcomed
members and visitors to the club and continued the
formalities by introducing Jimmy McCormack. Jimmy is
a life member of the club and is celebrating his ninetieth
birthday this year. For the past forty years at least, Jimmy
has carried out the club’s sign writing and updating of the
honours boards. To mark the occasion Alan presented
Jimmy with a Quaich on behalf of the club as a token
of our appreciation. To complete the formalities Alan’s
wife Carol bowled the opening bowls and the club was
declared open for the 2011.

After the opening ceremony it was good to see so many
people enjoy an afternoons bowling in the exceptional
weather. After the game, visitors and members alike
enjoyed refreshments and a drink or two.

Alan thanked all the visitors for attending and wished
them well for the coming season. The club looks forward
to continuing the successes of the last two years and as
always new members are always welcome.
Peter Pullen

Caladh Funeral
Services
Independent Local Funeral Directors:ARTHUR AND JOANNA DOMINICK
Professional caring 24 hour service

Tel: (01369) 707000
Private Chapel of Rest
(Agents for Pre-paid Funeral Plans)
57 Marine Parade, Kirn, Dunoon PA23 8HF
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Kilmun and the Mausoleum

Some people in Sandbank are
fortunate to live in homes enjoying
a view over the Holy Loch and the
historic remains of the medieval
tower and the Argyll Mausoleum.
A few villagers were privileged to
see inside the mausoleum during
the Homecoming event when it
was opened to the public for the
first time. Most local people know
something of the history of the site,
and the tradition which began in
the 15th century for the Earls of
Argyll and close members of the
Campbell family to be buried in
the old church. In the 17th century the practice of burial within
church buildings was discouraged and the 9th Earl arranged for
a separate “chapel” to be built adjoining the church for future
burials and to house important family artefacts from the church.
In 1796 the current mausoleum was constructed, and in 1841
the medieval church was replaced by the present building. Now,
among the Victorian villas of Kilmun, the Argyll Mausoleum is
one of the most important buildings in the West of Scotland.
While the names Kilmun and Holy Loch give an indication
of the site’s early religious origin and our local legends tell of
saints, clan wars and commerce, there is no cohesive history of
the site and Kilmun is virtually unknown outside the area. The
significance of the place is however recognised as exceptional and
merits Grade A listing, while the nearby ruined tower, a survivor
of medieval times, is a Scheduled Monument. A survey was
carried out in 1989 by the Royal Commission on the Ancient
and Historic Monuments of Scotland and is included in the
Argyll Inventory.
In the 1890’s Lord
Lorne supervised
restoration of his
family burial place,
and replaced the slated
roof with an unusual
iron dome, which
was manufactured
in Cove. Since then
no further work has
been done to the
mausoleum. Attention
was again attracted
to the deteriorating
building more recently
when rainwater
penetration began to
affect the interior of
the mausoleum, the precious artefacts, and the church itself.
Although remedial measures were taken, there was recognition
that major renovation was needed. The result was the formation
of Argyll Mausoleum Ltd, a company limited by guarantee
which has been set up by the Benmore & Kilmun Community
Development Trust and involving the Church of Scotland,
Argyll & Bute Council, Argyll Estates, Historic Scotland,
Loch Lomond & the Trossachs National Park and local
organisations and groups. Together with the renovation of the
mausoleum and its artefacts, plans include the creation of a
visitor facility and providing access to the mausoleum. Artefacts,

including the beautiful statue of
an angel made by Queen Victoria’s
daughter Louise, who married Lord
Lorne, have been removed from the
mausoleum by a specialist storage
and restoration firm while the
community consulted on plans for
the visitor facility and all the work
is carried out.
A specialist team of architects
has been employed to restore the
mausoleum to its former glory and
to design and oversee the building
of a visitor facility. In view of the
importance of the listed site and its
present appearance this is a very sensitive project so both the
Heritage Lottery Fund and Historic Scotland are helping and
guiding the team, and the community has the opportunity to
comment and make suggestions.
A team of professional
archaeologists is in the
process of conducting a
site survey, examination
of the site will take place
during the summer. It is
hoped to follow this up
with further fieldwork.
Academic historians from
Stirling University are
advising the volunteers of
the group’s history team
and the Duke of Argyll has
kindly allowed access to the
Argyll Archives. As well as
recording the progress of
the religious establishment beginning in the 6th century with
Fintan Munnu, the foundation of the collegiate church in 1442,
taking us up to the present time, there will be an overview of
wider aspects of history relating to Kilmun. Settlements are
recorded in the area around 3,700BC, and many “interesting”
times for Kilmun followed which include mass murder and a
heresy case. Biographies of the Campbell family interred in the
mausoleum and their importance in Scottish history, with details
of people buried in the churchyard such as the first registered
woman doctor, Elizabeth Blackwell, are being researched.
Information contained in parish records and available censuses
for Kilmun have been transcribed and all the graves have been
photographed, in addition some family histories will be written.
Current information is disseminated, requiring persistence to
access, and the aim is to present an easy to read collection of
relevant history and provide a resource for genealogists.
This project is being funded by grants, primarily from The
Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) who have awarded a First
Round Development Grant, which is the first stage in securing
£240,000 towards the project. Other funders include Argyll &
Bute Council, Argyll Estates, Church of Scotland, Leader and
Historic Scotland.
The community will be kept informed of developments,
and opportunities for volunteering with various aspects of the
project will become available as work progresses, and will be
advertised locally
Ann Galliard
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Cromlech Laundry

CROMLECH
LAUNDRY

Local resident Linda Maxwell has offered a great service over the
last 4 years and is now expanding her business. Cromlech Laundry
caters for domestic and business washing and dry cleaning. Brand
new energy efficient washing machines have been installed at the
laundry premises at the old Scottish Gas offices on Victoria Road
in Dunoon.
Anyone using the state of the art new washing machines can take
advantage of comfy couches, coffee machines and an internet cafe
while they wait. Linda also offers an ironing and cleaning service
as well as free pick up and delivery.
I am sure that everyone in Sandbank will support Linda and we
wish you all the very best for the future.

184 - 192 VICTORIA ROAD, DUNOON

FULL IRONING
W
O
N
SERVICE
N
E
P
O
SERVICE WASH
DRY CLEANING
Pick-up/Delivery Service
PUBLIC LAUNDRETTE FACILITIES
RELAX WHILE WORK GETS DONE

• Comfy Couches
• Coffee Machines
• Internet Cafe
Open:
8am - 6pm (Monday to Saturday)
10am - 5pm (Sunday)

Telephone: (01369) 701515

Linda with Cllr Jimmy McQueen as he officially opens
the new Cromlech Laundry

The Coylet Inn
Car/Truck/Bus &
Plant equipment
electrical specialists
• Computer diagnostics on all makes of motor vehicle
inc ABS/Airbags/Engine Management Systems

Wednesday Steak Deal

Rump Steak, homemade chips & side salad
AND a dessert for £9.95

• Wiring loom repairs & replacement

Friday Fish Suppers

• General fault finding on all electrical circuit faults

Fresh haddock in our own beer batter,
homemade chips, side salad and homemade
chunky tartare sauce.
2 for £10.

• Starter motors & Alternators supplied &
reconditioned

Home cooked Sunday Roast EVERY Sunday!

• Batteries tested & replaced

Choice of 2 meats, home made yorkie, roasties,
fresh veg, honey glazed parsnips and proper gravy!

• Handsfree phone kits supplied & fitted

Offers available lunchtime & evening,
booking advisable.

• Towbar/Caravan & Trailer centre

137 John Street, Dunoon, Argyll, PA23 7BL
Contact: Billy Earley Tel: 01369 701555
Email: info@automarineelectrics.co.uk

Tel 01369 840426
www.coyletinn.co.uk
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Sandbank Primary School

Last term was very busy. The staff and pupils of Sandbank
have been busy both in and out of school and we are very
grateful for all the help and support we have had from
so many people.
As part of our work in recycling and in helping the
environment the P5-7 Gaelic Class managed to persuade
the whole school to bring empty plastic bottles to school.
Then, with the help of Miss Wombwell’s father and
brother, the pupils built a Plastic Bottle Greenhouse.
This initiative was an excellent way of encouraging the
pupils to work together as well as encouraging them to
recycle. We are now looking forward to growing lots of
plants and vegetables in the greenhouse.
Our Forests Schools topic has begun and every week
P5 pupils are involved in a variety of activities in the
woods. These activities are encouraging the children to
work together in teams whilst learning how to care for
and respect our natural environment. The children have
been clearing an area of the woods and have planted a
variety of trees including willow, which, if it grows can
be used in a whole variety of forest crafts.
We had a drama group working with the senior pupils
on a topic titled ‘My Shoes, Your Shoes’. The aim of the
project was to build the pupils self-esteem and get them
to think about being in others peoples’ shoes by trying to
understand issues from another person’s point of view. It
was very successful and the pupils all made giant shoes
using a variety of materials.

Several of our senior pupils visited the Royal College
of Physicians and Surgeons where they got to do some
keyhole surgery, find out about dentistry and watch an
actual operation via video link.

U STORE

William Wallace - the name you can rely on!

P3-7 Gaelic pupils went to Oban to participate in
the Drama Feis and the P3-4 class won the prize for
the best costumes. Snow White and the Seven Dwarves
looked fantastic in their costumes.
We had a couple of professional artists in the school
for a week (Don MacNeil and Jean Bell). They took
small groups of pupils and under their expert guidance
each pupil was given the opportunity to paint a picture
on canvas board using acrylic paints. The results were
fantastic and many of the paintings now adorn walls
in peoples’ homes.

Rev Stewart retired as school chaplain this term after
22 years. The whole school made a collection and gave
him a painting depicting his life and long association
with the school. Each individual in the school, under
the expert guidance of Don and Jean, painted part of
the picture, which was presented to him at a special
assembly along with a Sandbank jumper.
The P TA and CnP together organised a ver y
successful Ceilidh at the Leisure Centre with the
group Deoch an Doras. There was also an end of term
disco for the whole school before we broke up for the
Spring break.










Furniture storage
compartments available at
“Ellangowan”, Cromlech Road,
Sandbank, from £10 weekly.

Central Heating Installation
Plumbing Services
Electrical Work
Gas Heating Servicing
Oil Heating Servicing
LPG Heating Servicing
Kitchens and Bathrooms
24 Hour emergency Service
for leaks and burst pipes

William

WALLACE
& Son

Tel: (01369) 701024

PLUMBING • HEATING • ELECTRICAL
The number to call…

01369 702143

Highland Avenue, Sandbank Industrial Estate, Dunoon
A division of Stewart McNee (Dunoon) Ltd
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J

Sandbank J
Parent & Toddler
Group

Monitoring Owls
in Cowal

Over the winter months, Sandbank Parent & Toddler
Group has continued to organise lots of activities to keep
the children busy. Around Christmas time the children
enjoyed making cards and Christmas decorations, as
well as having lots of fun at our Christmas party with a
special visit from Santa!
In the New Year the children are looking forward
to a trip to see The Singing Kettle and seeing their
favourite farm animals on stage. The children have
been expressing their artistic sides with lots of craft
activities including making paper flowers for Mothers
Day and decorating painted eggs at Easter time. We are
also looking forward to having a sponsored bounce and
an end of year party at cheeky chimps. Date still to be
confirmed.
As we are approaching the end of the school year,
when a number of the children will be leaving for preschool, the group is turning its attention to encouraging
new faces to come along to our sessions. The group
meets every Wednesday and Friday in Sandbank
Primary School, 9.30am-11.30am, and all parents/carers
and their children aged 0-5 will be made extremely
welcome. For more information please contact Mary
McLeod on 702682. Hope to see you there!

This year, from what I know is happening
so far, is going to be a bit of a mixed
bag.
After the cold spell over the winter, I
thought a lot of the owls that I monitor
would have been struggling to breed this
year. To my surprise, a lot of them have
done well. There are some Tawny Owls
almost ready to leave boxes, Barn Owls
with small chicks and some Barn Owls
using boxes that have been up for between
one and three years. One box which I have
checked religiously for 15 years has been
occupied by a Barn Owl this year for the
first time. Hopefully the weather will pick
up soon, after the good start in April we
now need it to pick up again.

Currently represented by galleries in
Glasgow, Oban, North Berwick, Edinburgh,
Oxford, London, Pietrocenza, Singapore,
Kuala Lumpur, Hong Kong and Florida

An Osprey has been seen on Loch Eck
and also at the Holy Loch so if you’re out
and about keep an eye out for them.
Have a good summer
Arthur French

Tel: 01369 704583    info@ronnieford.com    www.ronnieford.com
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Glasgow Sea Safari
BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
STEERING GROUP

Does Sandbank need a
Business Improvement
District ?

A body called the PA23 BID Steering Group has
been formed to consult businesses in Sandbank and
Dunoon about forming a Business Improvement
District or BID for short. John Orr (he of Holy Loch
Sailing Club and Coffee Shop) has been appointed
CHECK CAREFULLY that we have interpreted all your
DO NOT use colour proofs for colour matching - always refer
instructions carefully. If amendments are required, please mark
to manufacturers’ ink colour guides.
Development Manager to assist the process.
Graham
Cotterell
of
Glasgow Sea Safari will be
them clearly on the proofs attached and add comments in the
area provided.
PROOFS are computer generated & digitally printed; thus
operating
our
large
30’RIB
rigid
inflatable
boat
out
they are not a true
representation
to the final printed
quality.
A BID allows businesses large and smallPLEASE
to SIGN
work
and date the relevant box below and return the
ofproofs.
Holy Loch Marina during the summer season. We
copy and necessary
and invest together on agreed projects tooriginal
improve
LIABILITY Caley Print shall
not accept liability
for errors or
provide
unforgettable
marine wildlife adventures for
the business environment. Projects couldomissions
include
once the proof and job specification has been
approved.
advertising, bulk buying, events or anything that the up to 12 passengers at a time. The boat can also be
chartered privately by families for that special occasion
participating businesses feel would be of benefit.
such as kid’s birthdays, anniversaries etc. We will be
The BID comes into being if a majority of attending the Gala day on the 18th June and will give
businesses want it to go ahead after about 12 months rides to all at an affordable price.
of consultation and planning. All businesses in the
defined district are obliged to pay their fair share
of the project costs if the BID gets the go-ahead so
there are no hangers on. The BID levy is a focussed
investment generated and used locally. 10 BIDs are
Exhilarating unforgettable Marine/Wildlife Trips...
already on the go in Scotland with 14 more planned
from Holy Loch Marina all through the summer season. Affordable 1 hour
and hopefully the PA23 BID will be a reality in about
family trips. Visit the sugar boat wreck, you may see common and grey seals.
Porpoises are a common sight and you may be lucky to spot dolphins!
12 months.

GLASGOW SEA SAFARI

What ever the occasion a Birthday, Anniversary or just a great day out
with family and friends you are...

Find out more at www.pa23.org.uk. and please do
feel free to let John know exactly what you think.

Guaranteed a great adventure with Glasgow Sea Safari!

GLASGOW CITY CENTRE

We also depart from
Glasgow City Centre
at the Broomielaw Pontoon
beside the new footbridge at
West Campbell Street
Tel: BOOKINGS 07794 174906

trip
Fantastic Marine Adventure... a 4/5 hour

to Ailsa Craig to view

her permitting we will land on
the spectacular diving Gannets and weat
and photograph the wildlife.
re
explo
can
you
and
Island
this volcanic
41 74906
0779
S
KING
Telephone: BOO

Tel: (01369) 701024
info@argyll1st.co.uk
www.argyll1st.co.uk

SAFETY AT SEA
Our first priority is the safety of all passengers.
It is compulsory for all aboard to wear life jackets that we supply.
Our Boats are MCA CAT 3 coded, full waterproof clothing is
provided but please remember to bring plenty of layered clothing
and comfortable footwear.
There are daily sailings please telephone BOOKINGS 077941 74906

www.glasgowseasafari.com
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Sandbank Village Hall
The hall is as busy as ever with Boxercise, parties, Guitar Club, Rural, meetings and
much more. We held a Spring Concert to raise money for the hall. It was a great
success and the acts were, as usual, excellent. It was so successful, it has been decided
that we will hold another one in September so please look out for posters letting
you know when it will be held.
As we no longer need the large container outside the village hall, we have donated
it to Kilfinan Community Forest. They will be uplifting it in due course.

Our AGM was held at the end of
April and Eric Large has taken
over as our Treasurer. We had to say goodbye to two of our Committee
Members, one being Rev Joe Stewart, who automatically comes off
as a trustee once he retires, a loss also to the community. The other
member who has retired is Robert Diamond, who is going to be a great
loss to the hall. For more years than I can remember he has made sure
that the hall has been kept in tip top condition. His relentless work
in the hall will be sorely missed and we will all miss him dreadfully.
We wish him all the very best.

Many Thanks

Helen McVicar, Secretary

Sandbank Village Hall Calendar

Below are some of the regular events in the Village Hall. As you can see there is plenty going on and we
would love for you to join us! For further information on any Village Hall event or to book the hall, please
contact Betty Gordon on 706569.

Boxercise

Mondays & Wednesdays

Cowal Befrienders

every Thursday afternoon

Guitars

every Sunday evening

SNP meeting

1st Tuesday evening of the month

Senior Citizens

every alternate Tuesday afternoon (Sep – June)

Sandbank Community Council

last Wednesday evening of the month (October – June)

Sandbank Development Trust

2nd Tuesday evening of the month

Red Squirrel Group

once a month – Tuesday

Training for life

contact Betty Gordon for details on 706569

Women’s Rural Institute (WRI)

last Tuesday evening of the month

If you have an event in the Sandbank area that you would like us to mention please contact us with the details. The
next edition of the Scene will be out in December. Rhona Altin Tel: 704981

Dates for your diary
Sandbank Gala - Saturday 18th June
Small Acorns 13th-14th August
19

FERGUSLIE
GARAGE

Mechanical, Electrical
and Welding to all
types of vehicles

FOR ALL YOUR
BOATING NEEDS!

Servicing/MOT
Preparation, Brakes,
Steering, Suspension
TIMING BELTS SUPPLIED
AND FITTED

BERTHS AVAILABLE AT
COMPETITIVE RATES

All work Fully Guaranteed

Free Estimates
and Advice

Holy Loch Marina, Rankin’s Brae
Sandbank, DUNOON, PA23 8QB
Tel: 01369 701800 Fax: 01369 704749
E-mail: berths@holylochmarina.co.uk
Website: www.holylochmarina.co.uk

CREDIT CARDS NOW ACCEPTED

Tel: (01369) 706868
Ferguslie Street, Sandbank, Dunoon

HONG
KONG

WESTERN FERRIES

Chinese Take Away

(Clyde) Limited

THE SHORT
CROSSING

37 Queen Street, Dunoon

01369 705142

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE
Delivery Charge From £1.40
Last Order 15 Minutes before closing

GOUROCK–DUNOON

OPENING TIMES
Sunday – Thursday 5.00pm to 10.00pm
Friday & Saturday 4.30pm to 11.00pm
Closed all day Monday

For information please contact
Western Ferries (Clyde) Limited
Hunter’s Quay, Dunoon PA23 8HJ
Tel: 01369 704452 Fax: 01369 706020
E-mail: enquiries@western-ferries.co.uk
www.western-ferries.co.uk

SPECIAL SET MENU
FOR TWO £14.50

Choose either 2 starters and 2 main
courses OR 3 main courses which includes
2 x chips or 2 x boiled rice or 2 x fried rice.
20

