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Funding for Sandbank Community.
Lastly we are purchasing illuminated signs for
the Village again to brighten the entrances to
Sandbank; this will complement the signs that
are already in place.
We were also successful in our bid for Third
Sector Funding and this money was used to
partially fund the Firework Display and Winter
Gala on the 8th of November.
The other portion of Third Sector Funding will
be spent on lights for the area around Rankins
Brae and the Christmas tree which this year
will be in Rankins Brae and if all goes to plan
we will have a switch on of the lights in early
December.

Sandbank Community Council and
Trust have been extremely successful
this year in obtaining funding for the
community to fund various Projects &
events.
We received £10,000 from Awards for All. Part
of this funding is to be used towards providing
lights for the ball park area in the play park
which will enable it to be used in the winter
evenings.
Another portion of the money is to be used to
provide a clock for the Village at Rankin Brae
hopefully giving a focal point.to the Village.
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Last but not least we applied for and were successful again in obtaining, £100 from Argyll and
the Isles Coast and Countryside Trust. With this
we purchased daffodil bulbs and members of
the community and community councillors have
planted them along the grass verges throughout
Sandbank to provide a beautiful display in the
spring.
The Trust have asked that everyone goes on
their Facebook page and likes them and also
checks out their website as this will help with
further funding applications for them and in
turn for Sandbank.
Plans for next year include applying for funding to revamp Broxwood Picnic area. Hopefully
we will have a slipway for launching canoes and
kayaks, drainage of the grassed area and two
new barbeques where the present ones are
missing and a couple of items of play equipment.
The council have promised to rejuvenate the
gardens at Rankins Brae and this may even be
completed as you are reading this.
The rest of the bulbs that we have will go into
this area and also the planters that we have
around the village.
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Community Council
update

“THE FLATTY”

Sandbank Community
Facebook Page
Launched 10th September 2013
475 ‘likes’ to date

A Big Thank you to...

I could not let the winter 2014 edition of
Sandbank Scene pass without saying a big thank
you to a number of folk who have got stuck into
things and helped us out.
Rhona Altin and her brigade of helpers
for the Sandbank Gala – it is a massive task to
arrange this big day.
Sue McKillop for her successful grant
funding applications and arranging the Winter
Gala and firework display.  
Stewart McNee for supplying the fire
wood (plus other mystery donators) and
Argyll 1st for the porta-loo’s and generator power at Ardnadam on Bonfire Night.  
Some functions are paramount for Sandbank
Community Council –
Bill Rankin as Treasurer and Steph Auld
as Secretary – we could not function properly
without their administrative support.
Tom McKillop for driving forward the
supply of the new village clock, Christmas tree
and Christmas lights at Rankin’s Brae and lighting for the ball park so it can be used in the
evenings.  Okay at the time of writing some of
Tom’s projects are still a work in progress but
fingers crossed we will all see a big change in
the village.
Also to Iain MacNaughton for attending
the various peripheral meetings that community
engagement brings.
Not Forgetting the 50/50 club members
and collectors – this is our key income stream
which enables your Community Council to support groups in the village.
And Finally David Honer and John
Laughlin for planting 1200 plus daffodil bulbs
near the Sandbank sign at Sandhaven – there
should be a smashing display next spring.

A short update on Sandbanks own Facebook
page. We launched the page in September 2013
and have 475 likes but this doesn’t really show
the amount of people who check out this page
for news of things happening in Sandbank and
the surrounding area.
The page is like a copy of the Sandbank Scene
with up to date articles and events. If you have
something happening and you want to let people
know how they can get involved then post on our
page. One of the posts on our recent Firework
event reached 1,569 people.
We ask for your opinion on things concerning the
village and it is an easy way to let us know how
you feel about your village. There are also links
to our website www.sandbankcc.co.uk where
you can read the latest Minutes of the monthly
meetings and view past copies of the Scene.
Please check out our page and if you like what
you see please tell us. Let us know what you
would like for your village and we will do our
best to make any reasonable request happen.
We look forward to seeing you there.
Sue and Stephanie.

Once again many thanks to all,
Chris Talbot

Community Council

    It may be up a hill, overgrown and a bit

boggy but, for a generation of Sandbank bairns
attending the old primary school, the Flatty in
Ardnadam Wood holds fond memories.  Once
upon a time this was where the school held its
outdoor activities -  sports days, nature rambles, etc and sadly became redundant when the
school moved to the High Road.
The clue to the appearance of the site is in
the name.  Its a fairly level piece of ground of
about half an acre located on the hill above the
former primary school/community centre site

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

in the middle of the village.  The land was very
kindly gifted by a local farmer Mr James Manuel
in 1981 to “….the Chairman, Vice-Chairman

LAZARETTO POINT
9th November 2014

and Secretary of Sandbank Community Council
and to their successors in office whomsoever
as Trustees….” for the purposes of a children’s

The weather was once again kind to the many
folk who gathered at Lazaretto Point on a stunningly beautiful day to mark Remembrance
Sunday and the 100th anniversary of the start of
World War One.  The service was conducted by
the Reverend Randolph Scott of Kirn who spoke
very poignantly of the sacrifices made by men
and their families from small rural areas to big
cities right across the whole of the United Kingdom. Sandbank Community Council would like
to express our sincere thanks to; Captain Bertram, Reverend Scott, Piper Euan McNab, Alex
Jamieson and all the Flag Bearers, Pat Burns for
the use of his indispensable ‘PA’ system and Raj
for parking. Thanks also to all those who attended and spent a few moments reflecting on
those who have gone before us in the service of
or having served our country.

playing field.  At the time, the job of forming and fencing the site was estimated to cost
around £2,400.00 but with grants from Strathclyde Regional Council and Argyll & Bute Council the project was able to go ahead.
    Over time the land became affectionately
known to the local bairns as the Flatty. For the
next edition of the Scene perhaps anyone with
photographs of some of the activities that went
on there or has a tale to tell about odd happenings that occurred could get in touch with
someone in the community council.

A note from your editor
Hi This is my fist edition of the scene
to go to print and as with anything
new it was a learning curve. If I missed
something important please send it to scene@sandbankcc.co.uk
or post it our facebook page.

Position

Name

Phone

Email

Convener

Chris Talbot

707656

cmtalbot@btinternet.com

Vice-Convener

Sue McKillop

700888

sue@jhdc.net

Treasurer

Bill Rankin

701221

wrr1946@aol.com

Secretary

Stephanie Auld

07791 305058

s_auld@hotmail.co.uk

Community Councillor

Jacqueline McCombe

07557 126674

jaymo1987@btinternet.com

Community Councillor

Rhona Altin

704981

yeliyas@yahoo.co.uk

Community Councillor
Editor Sandbank Scene

Tom McKillop

700888

tom@jhdc.net

Another new innovation   we have
introduced is the ‘Scene’ on line to
allow you to read it anywhere on earth,
it can be found on the Community
Council website at www.sandbankcc.co.uk

Community Councillor

Margaret Hill

706620

margarethill@gmail.com

Regards

Community Councillor

Iain MacNaughton

700008

macnau@btinternet.com
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Chris Talbot –
Convenor
Sandbank Community Council

Tom
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Bowling
UPPER COWAL RETAIN SCOTTISH TITLE
IN THRILLER

Caladh Funeral
Services

Independent Local Funeral Directors:ARTHUR AND JOANNA DOMINICK
Professional caring 24 hour service

Tel: (01369) 707000

& Gallery

Private Chapel of Rest
(Agents for Pre-paid Funeral Plans)

Freshly Ground Coffee • Speciality Teas
Breakfast • Home Baking
Homemade Soup • Sandwiches • Paninis
Venison Burgers • Haggis Rolls and More! Our
food is freshly made to order!
Open 7 days a week 9am – 3pm
Gallery of Local Art
Family Friendly
Children’s menu
Free Parking
Free WIFI
Gift & Craft Shop

57 Marine Parade, Kirn, Dunoon PA23 8HF

William Wallace - the name you can rely on!









Central Heating Installation
Plumbing Services
Electrical Work
Gas Heating Servicing
Oil Heating Servicing
LPG Heating Servicing
Kitchens and Bathrooms
24 Hour emergency Service
for leaks and burst pipes

Holy Loch Marina, Sandbank, PA23 8FE

William

WALLACE
& Son

01369 707054

PLUMBING • HEATING • ELECTRICAL
The number to call…

01369 702143

www.holylochcoffeeshop.com
https://www.facebook.com/HolyLochCoffeeShop

Highland Avenue, Sandbank Industrial Estate, Dunoon
A division of Stewart McNee (Dunoon) Ltd

Upper Cowal retained their Scottish senior
fours title last weekend in dramatic fashion at
the Bowls Scotland national finals at Ayr Northfield Bowling Complex. Alex Kennedy, Keith
Campbell, Dan Whyte and Davie Beattie of the
Sandbank club were national champions in 2013
and repeated the same magnificent feat at this
years finals.

Argyll Financial services are tbased in the Cowal
area. They offer a wide range of services including
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mortgage advice (only 5% deposit required)
Investment and pension advice
At Retirement Planning
Life, critical illness and income protection
Business protection including key man cover
General Insurance

FOR ALL YOUR
BOATING NEEDS!

Contact Iain today for your no
obligation consultation

BERTHS AVAILABLE AT
COMPETITIVE RATES

Argyll Financial Services
Financial Advisers
27 Ferry Brae, Dunoon PA23 7DJ
Tel: 01369 706198
Mobile: 07775870721
email: iain@argyllfinancial.co.uk

Holy Loch Marina, Rankin’s Brae
Sandbank, DUNOON, PA23 8QB
Tel: 01369 701800 Fax: 01369 704749
E-mail: berths@holylochmarina.co.uk
Website: www.holylochmarina.co.uk

Your home may be repossessed if you fail to keep up repayments on your mortgage
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losing a string of ends in the sdcond half of the
match putting them 2 shots adrift with only one
end remaining. They held a match winning 5
shots until the Alloa skip rescued his team with
a draw to make third shot, leaving Upper Cowal
with 2 shots to tie the match at 13 all. They
then faced the prospect of a one end shoot out
for the title. Up stepped Argyll & Bute stalwart
Keith Campbell to deliver a front toucher with
his final bowl. The Alloa based team tried their
best to dislodge Keith's bowl, and opened it
up with only bowl remaining. The crowd was
dealthy silent as the Alloa skip deilvered his
final bowl, and despite a good line, the bowl
sailed past and Upper Cowal clinched the vitsl
shot meaning they held onto their title.

Despite not playing their best, they started
their campaign in the last 32 with a 17-11 win
over their counterparts from Inverness. Following this win they swept into the semi-finals with
some stronger performances, winning 18-11
against Kilsyth and an 18-8 win over Strathclyde
of Hamilton.
The experienced quartet showed their class and
experience by easing into the final with a tight
but dominant 15-5 win over Saltcoats. With only
one final hurdle to negotiate they faced Alloa
Co-op in the final. It was an edgy affair which
they seemed to have slight command of until

The awesome foursome will now get a second
bite at the British title on home soil next season
as the British championships will be staged at
Eddlewood Bowling Club in Hamilton.
Andy Weir
5
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Firstly I want to say a big thank you to eve-

Sandbank An nual Bonfire &
Fireworks Display 2014

ryone who came along and helped out at this
event.
A change from last year we had local
people selling their wares in the Village Hall
and there were also stalls on Ardnadam car park
from 2pm in the afternoon.
Despite the weather which wasn’t great,
people did come along to see what was on offer. Sandbank Community Council tried out our
Baked Potato Oven which was a great success
though next year we will have it on the car park
instead of the Hall. Robert brought extra funfair rides for the wee ones which was good and
he promises more next year, if all goes to plan.
The first part to the night was the children and parents from Sandbank Primary walking down from the Village Hall to the bonfire
with the Guys they had made in school. There
were 7 guys in total and the people who had
built the bonfire did an excellent job of placing
them all around the top of the bonfire before
it was lit. I was in the Hall when the children
came in and the place was filled with squeals of
excitement and laughter as they went around
the hall, where I had placed the Guys pointing
out which parts they had stuffed.
Mrs Clarke and her staff had done a great
job of teaching the children about why we burn
a Guy on November 5th.  Thanks to the local
people , Stewart McNee Ltd.  and Ross Petro,
who collected wood for us, the bonfire was
huge and when it was lit could be seen for quite
a distance.
Lastly the firework display, for this we
have to thank AF Pyro from Hillington who put
on a fantastic display for us. They are a professional pyrotecnics company and they do it all
for us and I think you must agree that they do
an excellent job.  We had music to accompany
them this year thanks to Technet 101 our very
own mobile DJ and Community Councillor Tom
McKillop.
Finally I must thank Mr Bill Taylor for the
use of his pier without which there would be no
firework display; we really do appreciate it and
also the Trust for letting us use the car park.
Thanks to all of you who braved the weather
and came out to see the display we hope that
you enjoyed it. Thanks also for your donations; we even had donations from people who
watched from the comfort of their homes. What

Sue McKillop, Vice Convenor SCC.

GEORGE H. CURRIE
- BLACKSMITH Established 1851

All Types of Welding,
Steel Fabrication,
Gates, Railing,
Fencing and
Shot Blasting

Celebrating 163 years
of Business
Tel/Fax: (01369) 706282
Mobile: 07884 314 044
e-mail: info@ghcurrie.co.uk
www.ghcurrie.co.uk

Vulcan Place
Sandbank
Argyll PA23 8PJ
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we do need next year is some help with building the bonfire from some of the Dads maybe?
They cannot start building till late afternoon
and it requires getting the wood from the car
park onto the beach and then the actual building of the fire. With more hands it would not
take as much effort and would be built quicker.
We had funding this year from Argyll
and Bute Council to help with the cost of the
fireworks, which we get from AF Pyro. For next
years display we thought about placing collection tins in outlets around the village. Even a
few pence change every now and then would
be a great help. Please let us know if you think
this is a good idea.
We made a little over £500 in donations
this year and to everyone who donated thank
you.  Our fireworks were £1,400 so as you can
see we are well on our way to next years display. Here are a couple of photos to remind you
of the night. Remember that you can also see a
short video on the website at www.sandbankcc.co.uk and also a link on our
Facebook page.
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Another new small-boat cruising company for Argyll
We are very pleased that Iain Duncan, who has
worked for The Majestic Line since it started
up ten years ago, serving as Skipper for the last
five years, has started his own small boat cruising company, Argyll Cruising, sailing out of Holy
Loch.

and working the waters and environment of the
Clyde and Argyll coast and we are delighted he
will be offering cruises to the Isles of the Clyde,
Arran, the Kyles of Bute and out to Ailsa Craig.
We are very grateful to Iain for his excellent
service as Skipper on our vessels and the hospitality he provided to our guests and wish him
well in his new venture.”

The Majestic Line is very sorry to lose one of its
most popular Skippers, but is also pleased to
see small boat cruising develop into a stronger
sector in Argyll and the Hebrides, allowing Iain
to follow his dream to run his own cruising
company.

Iain commented “The Majestic Line gave me
a great opportunity, encouraging me to take
on the position of Engineer on their vessels
and then supporting me to getting my Skippers
qualification.  It is typical of the warmth of the
company that they are happy that this has now
led to an opportunity for me to develop my own
cruising company.”

Andy Thoms, Majestic Line owner said: “We
started out ten years ago because we recognised that small boat cruising is the perfect
way to explore the west coast of Scotland.
We pioneered a new market, creating a unique
small ship cruise ship experience which has
proved popular with guests from across the
world”

Iain is supported by his son Jamie who has
recently completed a degree in Hospitality and
Tourism.  They will offer 3-night and 6-night
cruises out of Holy Loch on their traditional vessel “Splendour” carrying 7 guests.

Iain, who was born in Stonefield Castle on Loch
Fyne, has spent much of his adult life sailing

MARINE WIRING REPAIRS AND INSTALLATIONS

A True Adventure
in Comfort
See the spectacular West
Coast of Scotland as it should
be seen – from the sea
Our charming, converted
traditional vessels are
spacious and comfortable
with panoramic saloon and
six double en-suite cabins

• General wiring repairs and fault finding.
• Engine wiring harnesses repaired and manufactured to spec.
• Split charging systems designed and installed.
• Instrument and switch panels supplied and manufactured.
• Eberspacher & Webasto heaters repaired, serviced and installed.
• Charging and starting systems tested and repaired.
• Alternators and starter motors supplied and reconditioned.
• Engine start and auxiliary batteries supplied, fitted and tested.
• Specialist marine electrical parts supplied.
• Shore supplies tested and installed.
• Navigation and saloon lighting repaired and installed.

137 John Street, Dunoon, Argyll, PA23 7BL
Contact: Billy Earley Tel: 01369 701555
Email: info@automarineelectrics.co.uk

For further details see our website
www.themajesticline.co.uk or
telephone 01369 707951
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love

Slimming
World

Join a warm and friendly group near you today…

THURSDAY NIGHT
5.30pm and 7pm

WHERE HAVE ALL THE
RED SQUIRRELS GONE?????
Over the last six weeks Cowal Red Squirrel
Group has been receiving numerous enquiries
from concerned residents of Cowal re lack of
sightings of red squirrels at their squirrel feeders.

SENIOR CITIZENS HALL
ALFRED STREET
DUNOON
PA23 7QU

As everyone has been aware September was the
most amazing month weatherwise and our dear
friend the red squirrel has been taking every
advantage of the weather and bumper fruit and
nut harvest to prepare for the winter months
ahead.

save £5

your
Just £9.9 5 on
first night then
£4.95 a week .

Tel: Elizabeth 07833 536699

scan here or visit the website to read Aimee ’s story

slimmingworld.com
0844 897 8000

We thought that perhaps your readers would be
interested to find out just what squirrels eat
in the wild and so below is a list of fare that is
available for them to forage within the Cowal
Peninsula.
Fruits - rose hips, blackberries, raspberries and
bilberries
Nuts - chestnuts, hazel nuts, acorns, ash keys,
beech nuts, pine cones and the tree masts { nut
harvest } has been particularly good this year.
Fungi - especially boletus which they often
hang out to dry on branches for later collection
Insects - usually found whilst foraging in tree
canopy
And the sweet sap they find after stripping bark
from trees
So worry not readers the red squirrel has been h
aving a bonanza but as the autumn comes to
a close the red squirrels will again appreciate
your help through the use of squirrel feeders in
your garden because they are not always very
good at remembering where they have hidden
their winter supplies!!!!! …and here is a list of
suitable foods to put in the feeders - hazelnuts
in their shells, wheat, linseed or pine nuts.
Fruits such as apples also make a welcome
addition and peanuts and sunflower seeds can
be used but are of lower nutritional value but
please make sure peanuts are labelled “Aflatoxin free”
Further information can be found on our website www.cowalredsquirrelgroup.org
9
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Sandbank Primary School

Sandbank Primary School

The Sandbank Parent and Toddler

Once again it has been a busy six months for
the children and we are enjoying preparing our
Christmas celebrations.
The children marked the 100 years of Remembrance for the beginning of World War 1 this
year in a moving way, the P6/7 children saw
a fantastic performance of Private Peaceful,
based on the novel by Michael Morporgo  in
Edinburgh. We also had inspirational visits from
parents who were from forces, Mr Cooper and
Mr Drinnan, who really brought home what life
is like in the armed forces for the children. We
had a well attended Remembrance Assembly on
11th November and the children made clay poppies as part of our display.
Sandbank Connections did a fantastic job bag at
a Morrisons bag pack in late November, raising
over £500 which goes towards funding those
‘extras’ for the children that often the school
budget cannot stretch to, such as our P7 transition visits to Benmore in the summer term.  
We have also been fortunate enough to have
had visits and sessions with local artist Chris
Barrett, Gaelic drama productions lead by
Dougie Beck and Smoke Free Me. We have also
been working with Cowal Speakers Club.
The children held a ‘Bikeathon’ earlier this
term to raise money for leukaemia research
and school funds – it was truly an amazing day
and we thank Gillian Purdie and her team for all
their support.
This term the children are putting on an ambitious Christmas production ‘Away with the Manger’, the story of two jewel thieves who hide
out in a local primary school to escape detection. The children are truly excelling themselves
and we hope to have sell-out performances
later this month. We are also celebrating Christmas at the church and singing at Morrisons; and
of course we have been extremely busy with
our Christmas Fair, which we hope once again to
receive the support of the local community.
On behalf of the children and staff at the
school, we would like to thank you for all your
support this year, we wish you a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year!

The Sandbank Parent and Toddler group has
continued to grow since the summer and has
welcomed lots of new members. Our fun committee of volunteers have been working hard to
secure funding to keep the group running and
has enabled us to start doing painting and drawing sessions as well.
We are looking forward to our annual trip to see
Santa at Cardwell Bay on the 5th December and
the New Year will see us plan a trip to a petting farm and the end of term trip to Funworld.
We will be running a raffle just before Easter
to raise funds for the group and help cover the
cost of our outings. Funding has come from the
Big Lottery Fund and the Early Years funding by
Argyll and Bute Council.
The group is ran by our play leader Catherine
Cunningham and are held at Sandbank Primary
School on a Wednesday and Friday mornings
9.30am - 11.30am. Children from 0 to 3 are
welcome and adults can sit and enjoy a cup of
tea or coffee whilst the children play.
Our Christmas party will be held on Friday 12th
December with Santa making a guest appearance.
For more information on the group please follow us on facebook or contact us via Sandbank
Primary School.
Isabel
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Spring Bulb Planting
Some will have noticed two pensioners working
on the grass verge by the Sandbank sign for a
couple of months and perhaps wondered what
was going on. It was discussed at the Sandbank
Community Council to try and enhance the
perception of our village by planting bulbs to
give us a spring display.  SCC bought some bulbs
and managed to get a grant for more. With the
aid of these two residents and the assistance of
Iain McNaughton, community councillor, about
1,000 daffodils and tulips were planted in the
newly reclaimed bed around the sign and in
the beds dug from the sign towards the village.
Hopefully, the village will be rewarded for the
hard work put in by these residents with an annual colourful display of flowers.  Future years
should see us have an increase in available
bulbs due to the natural reproduction by these
plants. With more help we can introduce more
flower beds later.  Given enough time we could
see daffodils all the way from the Sandbank
sign right along to the nature reserve at Broxwood. Well done to these community minded
residents, namely Mr John Laughlan and Mr
David Honer.

• Computer diagnostics on all makes of motor vehicle
inc ABS/Airbags/Engine Management Systems
• General fault finding on all electrical circuit faults

Here is a small selection of the specialised
equipment which we supply and install
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bluetooth phone kits with Ipod music streaming
HID Xenon replacement headlamp kits
Stereos, speakers & amplifiers
Starter motors, alternators & batteries
Parking sensors - front, rear or both - colour coded
Towbars & towing related wiring equipment
Heated seat kits - OE quality carbon technology

For further information and prices contact:
Billy Earley Tel: 01369 701555

137 John Street, Dunoon, Argyll, PA23 7BL
Email: info@automarineelectrics.co.uk
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Sandbank Community Development Trust

The Trust has been working on several projects.
In order to make sure we are on the right tracks
we have updated the Community Action Plan.
Due to financial constraints we have not been
able to print enough to circulate it to all households. We do have it in electronic  form  so
anyone who would like a copy can contact me
at peter.galliard@btinternet.com and I will send
them a copy. The plan is designed to last until
2019 so it will be guiding us for the next five
years.

ignated as a local nature reserve to be managed
under the Trusts care. The first meeting of the
Management Committee is due shortly. We will
be looking at making the area accessible to all
while preserving the ecology. It is hoped that
it will become a resource for people to access
the natural environment and respect the great
resource that is the Holy Loch.
We continue to monitor the Play area and Lazaretto Point to ensure they continue as resources
for residents and visitors. This is a joint responsibility with Argyll and Bute Council. The Play
Area is in much use and does have maintenance
issues as a result. We hope to improve some
signage issues in the next year.

We are continuing to develop our plans for a
Hydro power plant at Alt a Chromain. We would
like progress to be faster but there are many
stages to negotiate before the generator runs.
We are currently looking at the environmental
impact to make sure we do not affect plants
and animals adversely. It does look as though
the project is ecologically neutral but all the
surveys are not completed yet. We hope to get
to the design stage of the project shortly.

The Trust in combination with the Community
Council has received a small grant in order to
plant bulbs for the spring. Think of us when
they come through, particularly Sue McKillop
who has organised this.

This year the area opposite Broxwood was des-

We are keeping Ardnadam Car Park under review and are discussing plans for some sheltered seating on the shore to give people refuge
in inclement weather. We intend to make this
as transparent as possible to reduce impact on
residents views as there have been some concerns expressed.
We continue to try to make Sandbank as good a
place as possible.

5%

Peter Galliard, Chairman

William Wallace - the name you can rely on!









Opening More
Doors in Argyll

Central Heating Installation
Plumbing Services
Electrical Work
Gas Heating Servicing
Oil Heating Servicing
LPG Heating Servicing
Kitchens and Bathrooms
24 Hour emergency Service
for leaks and burst pipes

William

WALLACE
& Son

PLUMBING • HEATING • ELECTRICAL
The number to call…

01369 702143

Highland Avenue, Sandbank Industrial Estate, Dunoon
A division of Stewart McNee (Dunoon) Ltd
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In August we were awarded a grant from Argyll
and Bute Council to help purchase equipment for
the new Scout Section, for which we are eternally
grateful.
At the beginning of October we had a joint camp
with West Cowal Scout Group at Glenkin Centre and
this was the official launch of our Scout Section.
The Cubs and Scouts hiked from Loch Striven over
the hills to Glenkin while the Beavers walked from
Glenkin road end up to the centre. The young people, tired and hungry, enjoyed their hike kitted out
with the equipment purchased with the help of the
council grant. During the weekend we had 3 Beaver
Scouts invested, 1 Beaver Scout moving-on to Cub
Scouts, 2 new Cub Scouts invested, 5 Cub Scouts
gained their moving-on badges and their Chief Scout
Silver Award before moving into the Scout Section.
After lunch the Scouts packed up their kit and left
camp to hike back down to Sandbank where they
took care of their ‘new’ kit and stored it ready for
their next adventure.

26th Argyll (Sandbank)
Scout Group
Quite a lot has happened since our last article back
in May this year but top of the list must be that we
now have a Scout Section as well as a Beaver Colony
and a Cub Pack. This means we can now accommodate boys and girls from       6-8yrs in Beavers,
8-10yrs in Cubs and 10-14yrs in Scouts.

Last week another 2 Cub Scouts gained their Chief
Scout Silver Award, well done Kameron and Cameron.

In May we camped for the weekend in Oban with
other groups and the Cubs competed for the John
Logan Trophy but unfortunately we gained 2nd place
and were narrowly beaten by 1st Argyll (Oban) Cub
Pack, well done Oban, a good competition. Our
Beavers joined us for the Saturday and enjoyed a
District Beaver Fun Day while the sun shone brightly
on us until it was time to break camp and return
home.

Our Beaver Scout Colony is full and children are
waiting to join as soon as there is a place vacated
– well done Beaver Leaders. The Cub Pack only has
12 children at the moment and Scouts have 9. So
we are looking for children 8-14yrs to come along
and join in the fun and activities at Sandbank Scout
Group.

At our Group Annual General Meeting we discussed
the implications of starting a Scout Section and decided, with the approval of the meeting, that it was
in the best interest of the young people involved to
go ahead with the plan to start a Scout Section in
August.

This year we had Beaver Scouts, Cub Scouts and
Scouts present on Remembrance Sunday at the War
Memorial at Lazaretto Point, next year we hope to
be in the position where we can take part in the
march to the War
Memorial.

The Cubs and Beavers started a project, to help the
community, of looking after local planters in Sandbank and enjoyed the challenge. We hope to continue with this early next year and look forward to
seeing some spring flowers.

Finally my sincere thanks to all the leaders, parents
and friends who have helped us throughout the year
and to Argyll and Bute Council for their grant to
help buy equipment.

We had a stall at Sandbank Gala Day and sold some
crafts the younf people had made as well as some
bits’n’pieces. Unfortunately the candy floss machine
we had hired failed to work so our fund raising was
not as fruitful as expected, however we put to good
use what funds we did raise.

Beth Aitken

Group Scout Leader

We ended our session for the summer with fun and
games and a BBQ for children and family members
at Broxwood.
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Events

Sandbank Senior
Citizens Club

Cromlech

WEST
COAST

HIRE

On the corner
of the Sandbank High Road
and Business Park 01369 703781

BUY OR HIRE
Outdoors
Mowers, Strimmers, Chainsaws,
Rotovators, Power Barrows,
Mini Mixers, Pressure Washers
Indoors
Carpet Cleaner, Wallpaper Stripper,
Tile Cutter, Dehumidifier, Heaters, Lights

All events catered for…

The largest selection of chair covers, sashes,
centrepieces,and table linen in Argyll.
For any occasion, large or small,
please call Linda or Emma for a free quote

Dunoon

01369
703781

184-192 Victoria Road, Dunoon, Argyll
Telephone: (01369) 701515
Mobile: 07760 317231

Lochgilphead

01546
602992

Oban

01631
566401

www.westcoastplanthire.co.uk

CROMLECH
LAUNDRY

Training for Life

184 - 192 VICTORIA ROAD, DUNOON

• HSE & OFQUAL Approved First Aid Courses
• First Aid Courses tailored to suit your business needs
• Competitive prices offered
For more information please contact
Fiona Nelson
Tel: 07733 337556
Fiona.trainingforlife@gmail.com

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
to all our customers

FULL IRONING SERVICE
SERVICE WASH
DRY CLEANING
Pick-up/Delivery Service to Sandbank

PUBLIC LAUNDRETTE FACILITIES

SH
NO OW
W RO
OP OM
EN

RELAX WHILE WORK GETS DONE

• Comfy Couches
• Coffee Machines
• Internet Cafe

CONSERVATORIES
UPVC WINDOWS/DOORS
DOUBLE GLAZING UNITS
FLAT GLASS/MIRROR
FASCIAS/CLADDING

Open:
8am - 6pm (Monday to Friday)
9am - 5pm (Saturday) 10am - 4pm (Sunday)

T: 01369 705155

Telephone: (01369) 701515

Fully Insured

Dunoon and Cowals Premier Supplier & Installer of Upvc Windows & Doors

Kilmun

Well Christmas is almost upon us and we are
now looking forward to our Christmas party
which is being held on Saturday 13th of December. We are expecting more at the party
this year as out Membership has increased this
season and in fact is higher than it has been for
over a decade. We even have five members who
travel from Tighnabruaich so we must be doing
something right!!
As well as our entertainers of which we are very
appreciative of in giving their time and talents,
we also want to mention Fergie Waddell our
caterer for our lunch club. Fergie has been doing this for many years and he always produces
top notch meals for our members prior to our
normal meetings.
Since our season began in September our entertainers have been very varied but all had
something in common, they have all been great
in what they do and we fully expect this to continue for the rest of the season.
As well as our regular meetings we have a computer class, and for the first time we ran a bus
trip, which was full, to Glasgow’s Continental
Market. The final event is the Christmas Party
and we ask that all who are coming are seated
by 6.30pm so that the meal can be served
promptly. We would also remind you to bring a
suitable prize and in return you will receive a
ticket and this way everyone will go home with
a present.
The club then will be closed over the Festive
Season and will open again on January 13th
2015. This is the 21st anniversary of the club as
it was formed September 1994.
The only worrying news to end this year is the
strong possibility that the Village Hall my close
as there is a lack of people who can commit to
keep it running. If anyone reading this thinks
that they may have a little time to spare please
to help with this please get in touch with John
Kelly whose details are in the Scene, he would
be very pleased to hear from you.
Meanwhile I would like to wish all our members
and friends a very Merry Christmas and a good
New Year.
Arthur Oliver ( Secretary).

As you may have read in a recent publication
of the Dunoon Observer after more than four
years the effigies of Sir Duncan Campbell and
his wife Lady Marjory have finally come home
to the Mausoleum sited beside St Munns church
in Kilmun. Their return signifies the end of a
very long and sometimes frustrating journey
that restoring the Mausoleum and repairing the
church has taken. In all of this we must not
forget the Visitors Centre which, many of you
may not know this, is situated inside the church
building.
The Visitors Centre opened its doors in February
2014 and we have had lots of local people come
in and they have been truly amazed by the history of, not only Historic Kilmun, but the whole
area around it including Sandbank. All the people who work here are volunteers, whether on
the Board or working as Guides in the Visitors
Centre. The money that has been spent on restoring this valuable piece of our history has all
come from funding and the reason that we have
a Visitors Centre is so that you the public can
come in and enjoy the fruits of the labour of all
those that have worked on the project. There
have been those who have said that it is a very
large amount to spend on a building which does
not belong to the community but to the Campbells. In fact the Mausoleum is not owned by
them even though many of their relatives are
buried there.
Any money that is made by the Visitors Centre
is used to pay the running costs of the Centre
and it is a non for profit charity and as such Historic Kilmun will continue to provide education
for local schools and engage with the public as
much as is possible.
Finally in the New Year we will be looking to recruit volunteers to staff the Visitors Centre and
also to act as Tourist Guides. You don’t need
a degree in History just an interest in Historic
Kilmun and full training will be provided.
So if you think you can spare a few hours doing something completely different please get
in touch either by email: info@historickilmun.
co.uk or by phoning/texting:  0780 1847527

51 Tom A Mhoid Road, Dunoon PA23 7HP
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Important
Sandbank Village Hall Statement

Sandbank Village Hall
For further information on any event, to
book the hall or to volunteer please contact
John Kelly on 702121.

FOR HIRE

Sandbank
Village Hall
Calendar

Below are some of the regular events in the Village Hall.
We would love to see you so come along!

SNP meeting

1st Tuesday evening of the month

Sandbank Community Council

3rd Tuesday of the month (October – June)

Sandbank Development Trust

3rd Tuesday evening of the month

Women’s Rural Institute (WRI)

4th Tuesday evening of the month (Sep – May)

Please support and use our advertisers and local traders

walkers

TUCKER’STAXIS
s

Your Local Taxi Company

Look out for our leaflets

HOME &
garden
centre

COFFEE SHOP

361 Argyll St, Dunoon, PA23 7RN
Tel: 01369 704003
/walkersdunoon
www.walkersdunoon.co.uk
info@walkersdunoon.co.uk
Your friendly local family business since 1980

There are monthly evening meetings of various committees, as follows:
1st Tuesday – SNP
3rd Tuesday – Community Council
4th Tuesday - Community Development Trust in committee room.
4th Tuesday – Sandbank WRI in main hall
The children’s parties with the bouncy castle provide regular bookings, generally at the weekends,
and provide a large part of the hall’s income.  However the majority of those parties are booked by
people from outside the Sandbank area.
There are fairly regular all-day bookings from a client who offers First Aid classes, many of her attendees being workers in the forestry industry or from local authority positions.
The Community Council has offered some events, the most recent being the successful Psychic
evening held in September, and the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society stages a couple of dance
events during the year, their last one being in October during Cowal Fest.

  

SELF

6 AND 4 SEATERS
AVAILABLE
( Call Anytime Day Or Night (

STORAGE
Open 7 Days
Delivery Service

Home: 01369 701710
Mobile: 0796 715 2802

Free wifi
Free Parking
Kids play area
16
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As was mentioned in the previous edition of the Scene, the present trustees of the hall are in great
need of recruiting fresh trustees and committee members to help with the running of the hall and
to ensure that it can continue beyond the AGM in May of 2015 when the present Chairman will be
standing down from the post as specified in the constitution of the hall, and at present there are
only two other active trustees, Helen MacVicar and Arthur Oliver.  The three councillors for the
Cowal area are nominally trustees – the constitution states that:
“The Trusteeship of the Sandbank Village Hall shall comprise the Minister of Sandbank Church of
Scotland and the Argyll and Bute District Councillor for the Holy Loch ward who shall, by acceptance, become ex-officio trustees.  In addition to this the Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer along
with two working members of the Hall Committee, and elected by residents present at the AGM,
shall be elected as trustees”.
As there is no minister in post and the Holy Loch ward has not existed for many years, being replaced by councillors representing the whole of Cowal, and there being only two other active committee members (Anne Scott and Gordon McLeod) who are not trustees, you can see that the future of the hall is not at all secure.  Only one of our three Cowal councillors lives in the Sandbank/
Ardnadam catchment area and all three have already got a great deal to manage, including several
village halls scattered throughout their areas.  The hall is a registered trust under the regulations
of the Office of Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) who require that annual accounts and chairman’s
report are submitted and who generally oversee the activities of all Scottish charities.  If the hall
does not comply with OSCR’s regulations the charitable status can be lost.
The current hire picture is as follows:
Monday and Wednesday evenings throughout the year - Boxercise classes
Alternate Tuesdays – Sandbank Seniors Lunch Club
Thursday afternoons – Cowal Befrienders

Please be aware that the above report is not a scaremongering tale but a statement of the possible
future (or not) of Sandbank Village Hall.  You may have read in the local press quite recently of the
possible demise of the Ardentinny Hall though a report in the Observer in early December suggests
that this closure might have been averted for the present.  All village halls only function through
the work of the volunteers who manage them, and if those volunteers cannot be found then the
future for the halls is very bleak indeed.
John Kelly (Chairman SVH Committee)
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COMMUNITY NEWS

ning perspective is that if there are no major

What people may not appreciate is that ap-

tion at 250,000 tonnes per year remaining in

changes to the structure of the shops or flats

proximately 50 people are employed within the

the Cowal area. This would suggest a new

then Planning Permission is not required.

marina development – this ranges from marina

dedicated timber pier and storage facility is

The summer 2014 edition of the ‘Scene’ cov-

management and staff, timber transport drivers

needed and yet funding remains elusive.  There

ered the old community centre (now demol-

and the various and varied businesses operating

is European funding such as the Freight Facility

ished) and the HQHV to Ferry Road footpath

in the commercial section. The marina makes a

Grant aimed at saving ‘lorry miles’.  However

which remains a work in progress, but will be

valued contribution to our local economy.

the complex qualifying criteria has resulted in

completed.  Following on from these two A&BC

slow progress.  Why not ask our MSP and Coun-

led projects I thought it would be useful to look

I occasionally get asked if there is planning per-

cillors what they are doing to help our number

at 3 wholly commercial projects in Sandbank.  

mission for vehicular access to the rear of Clyde

1 community priority?

There is no doubt that the economic recession/

Cottages why is it not finished?  The answer is

downturn has impacted progress. If it is dif-

linked to making the road opening and access,

Finally a quick round-up of other activities – the

which will also serve the proposed restaurant

second annual bonfire and fireworks night was

and new commercial units, will happen when

held on Saturday 7 November – a bigger bonfire

the development reaches that phase.

adorned with ’guys’ made by each year group

ficult to evidence demand for houses, marina
berths and the creation of sustainable jobs
then investment funding is hard to find – this is

By far the largest commercial project is the

especially so in rural areas, where arguably the

from Sandbank Primary set the scene followed

expansion of the Holy Loch Marina and Port De-

business risk is higher.  A hard fact of life is that
whilst plans maybe in place they can change
and progress may be hindered whilst other work
(not always obvious) is completed – I am sure
we all know there is no magic wand that can be
waved.
The first project is the John Brown (Strone)
Ltd land between Broxwood and Sandhaven 1 –
known as ‘Creag Mhor’.  This is a planned development of 17 dwelling houses – the depressed

velopment. Planning permission was granted in

The Sandbank Community Action Plan 2014-

by a simply excellent firework display. Thank

January 2007 with the project initially scoped

2019 (produced by Sandbank Community Devel-

you for all your donations too – much appreci-

to take between 6-8 years. The economic down-

opment Trust) has ‘The Marina – Examine ways

ated.  As a group the Community Council found

turn has had a huge impact and future expan-

to improve and help its development’ as the

ourselves a bit short of muscle on the ground

sion, at least in terms of berths, will depend on

number 1 priority. The aspiration of the ma-

so we will be looking for some ‘strong’ support

the length of ‘recessional lag’ felt in the marine

rina is to develop the existing business area as

next year!

leisure industry. In essence, if the recession

a village commerce centre with a mix of whole

finished in 2014 it is unlikely that marine leisure

year and seasonal trading. Cruise shipping and

Chris Talbot – Convenor Sandbank Community

spend will not increase until 2017 when people

associated tours remain a business focus. There

Council

have sufficient ‘disposable income’. Some pre-

is probably some 25-30 years of timber extrac-

paratory work for the next phase of 50 berths

market is the reason why no real progress has

has been undertaken but further progress de-

been made (evidenced by uncompleted plots

pends on all of the current 200 berths being

at Ferryman’s and McKinlay’s Quay).  Brown’s

taken.

have indicated they are amenable to full build,
self build or selling plots but must keep an open

The huge infill area is now being landscaped –

mind on any proposal they may receive.

seeding has taken place up to Myrtle Bank and
further work, flattening and grass seeding, towards the old Robertson’s Yard gates (opposite
McKinlay’s Quay) should be completed by April
2015.

    Secondly, Oakfield Place is the block which
houses the village shop – the only operational
unit.  Above the shops are empty flats/apartments and on each gable end are banners inviting folk to express interest in refurbished flats.  
I have tried to contact McArthur Property but
had no success. My understanding from a plan18
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Roll-up, Roll-on, Roll-off.
WF Press Cowal Visitors Guide Ad (REVISED)_Layout 1 31/01/2012 10:27 Page 1

Your Frequent Passenger & Vehicle Service
Dunoon - Gourock

FERGUSLIE
GARAGE

WF Press Ad (MOD) V3_Layout 1 22/08/2012 10:57 Page 1

Roll-up, Roll-on, Roll-off.
Mechanical, Electrical
Your Frequent Passenger & Vehicle Service
and Welding to all types
Dunoon - Gourock
of vehicles Roll-up, Roll-on, Roll-off.
SERVICING/MOT
PREPARATION, BRAKES,
STEERING, SUSPENSION
TIMING BELTS SUPPLIED
AND FITTED

WF Press Ad (MOD) V3_Layout 1 22/08/2012 10:57 Page 1

Roll-up, Roll-on, Roll-off.

ALL WORK FULLY GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATESYour Frequent Passenger & Vehicle Service
Dunoon
- Gourock
AND ADVICE
Your Frequent
Passenger & Vehicle Service
Dunoon - Gourock

CREDIT CARDS NOW ACCEPTED

Tel: (01369) 706868
Ferguslie Street, Sandbank, Dunoon

01369 704452
01369 704452
www.western-ferries.co.uk
www.western-ferries.co.uk
T: 01369 704452

T: 01369 704452

Sandbank Post Office
& GENERAL STORE

OFFERING POST OFFICE SERVICES ALONGSIDE SHOP HOURS

FROM 6AM - 9PM MON - SAT & 7-30AM - 9PM SUN

Free cash withdrawals from debit cards, cash deposits, car tax, moneygram,
postal services, TV licence, gas & electricity top ups, mobile top ups, pay utility bills

National Lottery...Could you be the next winner of £20,000 from our shop??
Western & Argyll Ferry tickets, newspapers, grocery, cigarettes/
tobacco, hot food/snacks, tea & coffee, fresh farm eggs, fresh
morning rolls, frozen foods, fruit & veg, off licence

OPEN CHRISTMAS DAY AND NEW YEARS DAY 10AM - 6PM
TEL - 01369 700989

COME AND SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL POST OFFICE

THE MANAGEMENT WOULD LIKE TO THANK OUR CUSTOMERS FOR THEIR
SUPPORT IN 2014
AND LOOK FORWARD TO THEIR CONTINUING SUPPORT IN 2015
WISHING EVERYONE A MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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