d

Sandbank Community Development Trust

The Trust has been working on several projects. You will
have seen the information board at Broxwood which was
put in place just before Cowal Games. This was funded by
the Trust in combination with the Forestry Service who
donated the structure, one of the inserts and the installation.
This is one of a series to be installed round Sandbank and
we welcome any feedback about the board.

We continue to develop the play area project. The group
doing this has chosen a design and supplier and we are now
in the process of seeking funding. It is frustrating to all of
us that these projects take so much time but we just have
to live with the procedures and the time they take.
A major project which is detailed below has been
our application for a grant as part of the Homecoming
celebration. We hope this will be part of a recognition of
Sandbank and the Holy Loch’s heritage which stretches
from the stone ages to Gunpowder Mills, quarantine
stations, boatbuilding, the US Navy and a marina at the
present. We also have a beautiful natural place to appreciate
and enjoy.
Holy Loch Homecoming
It will soon be time to begin using 2009 diaries and
calendars. Please note Thursday 7th May and Saturday May
9th as important events for the area!
A generous grant from Argyll & Bute Council has
been awarded to the community as part of the national
Homecoming festival of 2009. Homecoming is intended
to encourage all visitors to Scotland, but especially families
who have historical connections, or people who have at some
time lived here and will be a celebration of our country and
its heritage.
Our local plans include
7th May, Dolphin Hall
An Evening of Memories – we are honoured to have
Lord George Robertson, the Right Hon. Brian Wilson and
others coming to reflect on the “American Years”

7th May, Highgate Hall
Film clips of the Holy Loch in bygone days
8th May, Uig Hall
A record hop reliving the music of the ‘60’s and ‘70’s.
9th May, various venues in the village
Welcome to Sandbank!
This will be an opportunity for our community to share
the rich history of the village and an encouragement
for visitors or locals to carry out their own research into
genealogy or aspects of local and natural history. We hope
to have information boards, literature and guides, with
experts to provide additional information. Participants
will be encouraged to walk around points of interest in the
village, and made welcome with refreshments and a place
to sit and chat. In the evening there will be a slide show of
old photographs, some film clips and a meal in the village
hall with the opportunity to meet up with old friends and
enjoy a bit of nostalgia.
Please keep an eye out for the publicity for these events as
the programme becomes more developed. The organisation
of the grant and the events is not yet fully established.

Peter Galliard

Village Signs

Thank you to all who attended our open day last June
and voted on your choice from a selection of designs for
new village signs. There was one clear winner and that
is the design we are going to take forward.

We are very fortunate to have our resident artist
Ronnie Ford willing to donate his designs and our
resident blacksmith Finlay Currie willing to source
materials at cost price. This gives us a clear advantage
when we apply for funding.
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A few words from Joe…

Christmas.
There is real joy in giving and receiving gifts. At
Christmas we celebrate the birthday of the son of God,
Jesus Christ and the joy of God’s family. The church is
summed up in the words of the writer of the Gospel of
John, ‘Before the world was created the Word already
existed. He was with God and was the same as God.
Through Him God made all things. The Word was the
source of life and this life brought life to mankind. The
Word became a human being and full of grace and truth
lived among us… ‘ ( John.1: 1-4; 14.) Heavenly Father,
thank you for your gift to the world of your beloved son,
our blessed redeemer, Jesus Christ.
A Prayer
God of eternity, when the voice of the prophet was silent
and the faith of your people low. When darkness had
obscured the light and indifference displaced zeal: you saw
that the time was right and prepared to send your son.
Set us free from fear and faithlessness that we may be
ready to welcome him who comes as Saviour and Lord.
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you and
your loved ones now and always. Amen.

The autumn colours
brighten up the countryside
and they are a reminder to us
that nature is preparing itself
for the coming of winter. On
the home front, the gardener
tidies up the garden, digs up
and stores away the perennials
and the bulbs until the arrivals
of spring and autumn plant
feed is scattered on the lawn
A recent visit to a well known Garden Centre to purchase
autumn feed and some winter plants for the garden was a
pleasant family outing. Upon entering the enclosed part of
the centre, it was much brighter than usual. The brightness
was brought about by the transformation that was taking
place in readiness for the Christmas season. The youngest
member of our family group stood transfixed to the spot
looking at a crystal like Santa Claus figure that was just as
tall as the little four year old. He excitedly exclaimed, ‘ It’s
Santa Claus! ’ As we walked through the centre and came
across some more Christmas lights, decorations and toys,
he was awe-struck by the colourful displays.
Children look forward to Christmas with great
excitement because they know that on that special day
they will receive gifts. Excited children at this time of year
touch our lives by invoking in us childhood memories of

Rev. Joe Stewart.

GEORGE H. CURRIE

A note from your editors…

- BLACKSMITH -

We hope that everyone has had a good summer
even though it has been a wet one and that
you will all enjoy reading this edition of the
Sandbank Scene.
There are quite a lot of upcoming events and
exciting projects ongoing in the Sandbank
community at present. We have covered most
of them, we think, but if anyone has anything of
interest to tell us then please do.
We have tried to add some new articles for our
winter edition with some eco news and pupil
letters. All feedback is very welcome and if
there is anything you would like to see in this
newsletter, please let us know. Any group or
individual can ask for a report, some news or an
advert to be included and we will be happy to
find space for any such contributions.
We are very grateful to all the contributors and
advertisers as without them there would be no
newsletter. We would like to thank E & R Inglis
Ltd for the continued sponsorship and their
assistance in producing the Scene.
Many thanks and Merry Christmas

Established 1851

All Types of Welding,
Steel Fabrication,
Gates, Railing,
Fencing and
Shot Blasting

Tel/Fax: (01369) 706282
(Mobile) 07884 314 044
e-mail: info@ghcurrie.co.uk
www.ghcurrie.co.uk

Vulcan Place
Sandbank
Argyll PA23 8PJ

Rhona Altin & Ishbel Fairman
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BIG ON Sandbank, our new Online Community Portal,
coming soon!

for people wishing to visit Sandbank and the wider
Cowal Peninsula.

Great News… We are very pleased to announce a
new and exciting development for Sandbank.

It is of course extremely important for the local
business owners too, giving them a way to connect
with the world-wide Sandbank community and to
market their products and services as widely as
possible. Over and above business listings, BIG ON
offers sponsorship and advertising opportunities for
business and a place for business owners to network
and find support – always a difficult area for new
business start-ups, and more so in these challenging
times. For more information on sponsorship and
advertising, contact Tom@BigOn.com.

We have teamed-up with BIG ON International Ltd
to create a new online Community Portal called “BIG
ON Sandbank”.
BIG ON Director, Tom Rafferty actually lives in the
village and he contacted us, keen to get involved
in supporting the community. Tom presented the
BIG ON model to us and we are all very excited
about its potential for community participation and
promotion.

Tourism is one of the BIG4,
and rightly so, being a large
part of the successful economic
future of our country, and our
local region. Along with Tourism
service business listings, we
have access to technology which
allows us to create interactive
maps, photo galleries and world class 360 VirtualTours
of our beautiful scenic locations around Sandbank,
helping us to promote all the locations and activities
available in the area. This is a fantastic way to tell
the world and bring visitors flocking to see it for
themselves, and a great opportunity to support our
Local 2009 Homecoming Project. See our Sandbank
Marina Virtual Tour here, (www.bigon.com/sandbank/
marina.html).

So, what exactly is “BIG ON Sandbank”?, and what’s
an “Online Community Portal”?
Tom tells us; “The
internet is everywhere
nowadays and all
generations are going
online for information
and to connect with
their friends and
family. The technology
now allows us to interact rather than just receive
information and this gives us the opportunity to get
together in new ways online. It also allows us to easily
share information about our community and to have
our say”.
The BIG ON concept was conceived by Tom and his
team, and Sandbank has the enviable opportunity to
be the first BIG ON Community portal to launch in
Scotland.

The fourth area of the BIG ON
model is Property – something
close to all our hearts, especially
in the current economic climate.
Here the above technology also
applies in setting the scene and
letting people truly appreciate
how beautiful a place this is to
live. Virtual tours of properties and
locations are a great way to tell the story, to help sell,
and to help us ensure that our community property
values remain high.

BIG ON is a location based model which covers four
key areas which are very important to any society.
These BIG4 are; Community, Business, Tourism and
Property.
Under Community there are a
whole host of different channels
w h i ch r e f l e c t o u r d i v e r s e
interests from: Community &
Local Information to Education,
Family, Health, Sport & Leisure.
Anyone can join the site and have
their say about local issues, and
it’s a perfect vehicle for us to share our community
news and details of all the projects being undertaken to
develop and promote Sandbank e.g. The Community
Futures Programme co-ordinated by the National
Park.

See a BIG ON Property virtual tour at www.
bigonproperty.com/donegal/cottage.html.
In all of these areas, we hope to bring you news, let
you make the news, have your say around the local
issues which affect us all, and to above all, use this
BIG ON Sandbank online community portal to Make
a Difference…
So, join today at www.bigonsandbank.com/register
and we’ll notify you when BIG ON Sandbank opens
for business. It’s free to join of course and it’s going
to be fun…

In Business, its centred around
a directory of companies and
services available in the local
area, with comprehensive
business listings in a wide range
of categories. This directory is
useful for the local community
and also very important from a Tourism angle too,

The Community Council
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Monitoring Owls in Cowal
Having been involved with monitoring birds of prey in
Cowal for the last 25 years or so, I was invited by a member
of the Sandbank Community Council, to scribble down a
few notes for the winter edition of The Sandbank Scene.

population of Tawny and Barn Owls. By putting up these
nesting boxes for them, we are providing a hopefully safe
and dry place for them to breed in.
This past season (2008) was
not the greatest for many nesting
birds of prey and the owls were no
exception. The main source of voles
just wasn’t there due to the amount
of rain we had. Tawny owls were
more particularly affected, but Barn
Owls tended to do somewhat better,
being able to breed at anytime of
the year.

Saying “yes” at the time was easy (it was 6 months ago).
I thought the lady who asked me would have forgotten by
then but when I deliver her mail it is not always easy trying
to run past her door and hide behind the hedge everyday,
especially when you are my size, but anyway here we go.
Along with a few other keen individuals, I spend a lot of
time in the woods and hills in Cowal, raking about looking
for birds (the feathered type). Over the last five years or so
I have spent a lot of time making nesting boxes for Tawny
Owls and Barn Owls. About twenty five years ago the
Forestry Commission started a scheme for Tawny and Barn
Owls boxes which they continue to do today. I have been
involved in the monitoring of these boxes, making them and
putting them up on private ground,
local farms and private forests etc.
(with the owners permission of
course)

Tawny Owl

Barn Owl

Over the winter months I hope to erect some new nesting
boxes and repair some old ones with the assistance of Shel
and the Sandbank Guides and Brownies from the local area.
If anyone has any off-cuts of plywood that are cluttering
up their garage, please give me a call and we will put them
to good use. I would hope to have the boxes put up by the
middle of January 09 so that the birds will get used to them
and we’ll keep you posted on the outcome, let’s hope for a
dry spring and summer.

The main reason for putting up
these artificial nest sites are that
there are not that many natural
places, big trees or old barns for
the owls to nest in. We are lucky
in Cowal that we have a healthy

“The Wildlife of today is not ours to dispose of as we
please, we have it in trust, we must account for it to those
who come after” King George V1

Arthur French Tel. 703949

COWAL
INSURANCE SERVICES
ALL DAIRY PRODUCTS
FRESHLY BAKED BREAD & ROLLS
HOT SNACKS & SANDWICHES

Specialist in Commercial
Fleet Cover

Full range of
Magazines & Newspapers

Taxis

Now Selling
CalMac and Western Ferry Tickets

Shops and Business

Facilities Available
• On line National Lottery
• Post Office Cash Line Dispenser
• Mobile Phone Vouchers and Swipe
• Electricity Tokens at all Times
• Full Post Office Service from 6.00 am

Boats – Marine
Person Liability

FREE QUOTES PROVIDED

All Services regarding Motor Taxation
WE NOW RECHARGE SCOTTISH GAS
AND SCOTTISH POWER KEYS
7 DAYS A WEEK – 6.00 am - 9.00 pm

Tel: 01369 705225
81 Argyll Street, Dunoon
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Upper Cowal Bowling
Club

Sandbank
Senior Citizens Club

By the time you read this it will be safe to say that your local
Senior citizens club’s programme is well underway.
Our Lunch club continues to be extremely popular and it
is not surprising when one sees the menus available and the
cost of the meals, to use a teenager expression to describe
them – WICKED!!
Our new President and Office-bearers have produced a very
interesting syllabus for the year, our only regret being we have
not included many of the folk that have been our mainstay
in the past e.g. Frank Gallacher, Alex Pollock and Barbara
McNaughton to name only three. We really appreciate their
support but felt a change of programme was needed.
This year our member numbers are down slightly on last year
but we are not too despondent as we lost fourteen members
through deaths, moving from the area, hospitalization etc.
things which occur in life.
Forthcoming events which are now “on the horizon” are
our members Christmas Dinner/Dance and our raffle which
is scheduled for Saturday the 20th December but just prior
to that – on Tuesday 16th December the club are having a
Pre-Christmas coach outing to the recently opened Silverburn
Shopping Centre – “A Garden of Eden” for all your Christmas
presents.
We might add that the club was delighted to receive
vouchers from Western Ferries allowing us to get free coach
travel on this occasion (coach travels free both to and from
Hunters Quay). This saves the club some £150 on the trip and
is a great gesture on behalf of Western Ferries.
The 2009 period begins on the 6th January with the first ever
visit by the dynamic duo called “Timeless” and this is followed
a fortnight later with the clubs live Burns Afternoon. This has
proved to be one of the most popular Burns programmes in
the area. In fact many folks are hoping to buy tickets for the
afternoon!!- Sorry it is for members only!
Even as you read this, we would point out that new
members will be most welcome and if you are interested in
joining the club please let us know- or just turn up at one of
our meetings!!
Further details about the club are available by simply
phoning our club President, Margaret Ferguson on 704062
or our secretary David Moore on 702858.
WE ARE WORTH A VISIT!!!

The prize giving dinner and dance at the Cowal Golf
Club on Saturday 25th October brought an end to a
very successful season for the Club.
There was success in the Argyll & Bute competitions
where members won the county triples and the
senior fours. In the Dunoon tournament we had
representatives in the mens singles final, the gents pairs
final and the ladies pairs final. Sadly the weather took
control and the finals were not completed. We also
had the winner of the Rothesday tournament singles,
runners up in the Cowal Fours championship and
winners of the centenary pairs.
Both the ladies and the men were runners up in the
county Top Ten competition and the Men’s section
were very pleased to win the Hyslop league.
Club competitions were well supported and there
were some excellent games played. Our Open Days
were also very well supported and thankfully none of
them were stopped by the weather. All in all a good
year all round.
We now hope for a short winter and look forward
to next season.
Peter Pullen

Coylet Inn
Our Latest Specials
Wednesday Steak Deal

Rump Steak, homemade chips & side salad
AND a dessert for £9.95

Thursday 2 main courses for the price 1
Choose 2 meals from our special
2 for 1 deal menu & receive the cheapest one free!

Friday Fish Suppers 2 for £10

Fresh haddock in our own beer batter, deep fried,
with homemade chips, side salad and homemade
chunky tartare sauce.

Home cooked Sunday Roast EVERY Sunday!
Choice of 2 meats, home made yorkie, roasties, fresh veg,
honey glazed parsnips and proper gravy!

Offers available lunchtime & evening,
booking advisable.

Tel: (01369) 701024
info@argyll1st.co.uk
www.argyll1st.co.uk

Tel 01369 840426
www.coyletinn.co.uk
*we are closed for 10 days from Monday 10th November
to Tuesday 18th November Inc. and also close on
Mondays & Tuesdays for the winter months*
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J Sandbank Parent & Toddler Group J

children walking from the ferry through Battery Park to
enjoy the playground on the way. We had a wonderful
day for it, and were able to enjoy a picnic in the park
after the children and parents had exhausted themselves
on the slides and climbing frames. More recently, the
group have just held a lovely Halloween party, with the
children dressing up (and some of the braver parents/
carers!) and lots of fun games like pin the nose on the
witch, and dooking for apples!
Since the beginning of the new school term, there
have been more new members joining and a few have
sadly left to progress to nursery. We are always delighted
to see any new faces, so if you are interested in coming
along to the toddler group for some fun for the children
and conversation with other parents/carers please
do! The group is held in Sandbank Primary School on
Wednesdays and Fridays between 9.30am-11.30am. The
group, with the help of our playleader Sandie, provides
lots of interesting activities and play opportunities for
children aged 0-5 years.
For more information please contact Margo Murray
on 707838.

At the time of the last issue of the Sandbank Scene,
Sandbank Toddlers were busy organising lots of
fundraising activities and outings, with the period
before the summer holidays being particularly hectic!
The group ran a stall at Sandbank Gala in June, selling
toys, bric-a-brac and some handmade items made by the
children, and raised over £200 for group funds. This was
a fantastic effort and it would not have been possible
without the dedication of the parents who volunteered
their time to man the stall as well as contributing baking
and other items to sell – thank you all so much! Later
in the month of June, a number of parents and toddlers
paid a visit to Loch Lomond Aquarium where the children
were able to see lots of different sea creatures – the
shark tunnel and rock pools were particular highlights.
At the end of June the group had arranged to hold a
sponsored walk – The Sandbank Toddle – in Benmore
Gardens, and despite postponing it due to the torrential
rain, there were a few hardy toddlers who braved yet
more rain (and the dreaded midges!) when it did take
place. Over the summer break, the group met up for
a fantastic day out to Fun World in Greenock, with the

ON YOUR NERVES!

TUCKER’S TAXIS

IT’S OBVIOUS REALLY but… if you don’t tell us
what really gets on your nerves then we can’t
help you.
So we need you to tell us:
• What the problem is
• Where and when it usually happens
• Why you think it shouldn’t be allowed
• How it affects you
Tell your Community Wardens what gets on
your nerves! If you don’t tell us we can’t make a
difference for you.
Call 07798 904 446 or 07917 266 699 (Jim/Alan)
Email: cowalwardens@argyll-bute.gov.uk

Your Local Taxi Company

6 AND 4 SEATERS
AVAILABLE

( Call Anytime Day Or Night (
Home: 01369 701710
Mobile: 0796 715 2802
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Sandbank Village Hall
Hello and welcome to the autumn-winter update from your village hall.

It has been a busy summer with the hall being the hub of activity within the
village, hosting parties, clubs and weddings.
The bouncy castle, mentioned in the last Sandbank Scene, has now been
purchased and is available to add a little extra dimension to your parties.

For all hall bookings please contact Betty Gordon on
01369 706569
The weather, this summer, could have been kinder to us
but even so we have continued to maintain the hall and
grounds to a high standard.

It seems such a short time since our last update and as we
approach the festive season at a galloping pace we would like
to take the opportunity to wish you all a wonderful Christmas
and wish you well in the New Year.
A quick reminder that after such a wonderful success last
year, we look forward to, once again, hosting our annual
fundraising concert.
Look out for the posters in the local shops and on the
notice boards around the end of January for details.
Regards

Sandbank Village Hall Committee.

Village Hall Calendar

Below are some of the regular events in the village hall. As you can see, we have even more regular events
in the hall this winter and would love for you to come along and join in! For information on any village
hall event, contact Berry Gordon on 706569.
Boxercise

Mondays & Wednesdays

Cowal Befrienders

every Thursday

Alf (gentle exercises)

every Thursday evening

Guitars

every Sunday (All year)

Rural Dancing

last Tuesday every month

Reel Night (Family Dancing)

every 2nd Sat from 13th Sep – March

Senior Citizens

every 2nd Tuesday (Sep – June)

Sandbank Community Council

last Wednesday of month (Oct – June)

Sandbank Development Trust

2nd Tuesday of month

Red Squirrel Group

once a month – Tuesday

Knitting Club

Monday 2 – 4pm

Training for Life

contact Betty Gordon on 706569

If you have an event in the Sandbank area that you would like us to mention please contact us with the details.
The next edition of the Scene will be out in June. Rhona Altin Tel: 704981
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Old News
The Times 24th Feb 1865

permission to build a hermitage. While Duncan wished to
live in solitude, he obviously did not want to be too far away
from his community. Campbell agreed at once to grant
Duncan his request, and kindly made no charge. His home
might have been tiny and very basic, but at the foot of the
hill it was sheltered and near a clean water supply.

“Death of a Hermit – Duncan Marshall, the well-known
Hermit of Kilmun, Argyleshire, died a few days ago at
Dunoon, in his 85th year, and was buried on Tuesday last”

It is remarkable that a national newspaper should report
the death of a poor man living in a tiny hamlet in Scotland.
Duncan Marshall was locally well known, but achieved a
certain amount of fame beyond his neighbourhood, becoming
recognised nationally during his lifetime and attracting
visitors from far and wide. While we sometimes hear mention
of “The Hermit, details of Duncan’s life and even his name,
have been long obscured.

At this time, Rashfield was a huddle of thatched cottages
near to the river; the 1841 census shows 10 households.
Duncan lived alone in a cottage at the side of the road to
Kilmun, and was of “Independent” means. The only address
given is “Rashfield”, but the cottage was between the hamlet
there and Ardbeg. His neighbours were the McGregors,
a family of handloom weavers. The next entries show the
houses of Kilmun village. Ten years later Duncan is shown as
living at an unnamed “Cottage” between the Rashfield Farm

Duncan was born on 18th March 1780 at Rashfield and
baptised at Kilmun the following day. His parents were
Archibald Marshall and Margaret MacFarlane and there
were three other sons - John, Donald and Archibald. While
his brothers lived conventional lives, Duncan was from an
early age considered to be eccentric. He was thought of as a
gentle and kind person who was none too bright, but he was
able to earn money as a fisherman and boatman. It seems
that everyone in the area knew Duncan and was fond of
their strange neighbour. Accounts say that a disappointment
in love when he was a young man disturbed Duncan’s mind.
He became very taken with a particular piece of ground
near his family home and it is easy to see why he loved the
beautiful place on the side of the road, separate from the other
cottages yet not too far away. He approached the landowner,
Campbell of Monzie (the owner of the Kilmun Estate), for

ECO

Health FOOD and
Grain Store
Give a special Christmas Hamper this year, choose contents from
•
•
•
•

Gluten/Wheat/Dairy Free
Organic foodstuffs
Christmas goods
Natural toiletries

•
•
•
•

Supplements
Body building products
Organic Confectionary
Mix and match any items stocked

Gift Vouchers also available to use in store
or for one of our many therapies

44 HILLFOOT STREET,
DUNOON
TEL: 01369 705106
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Old News
settlement and a house named “Hannah Cottage”, where the
MacFarlane family lived. Duncan then gave his occupation
as “Annuitant, formerly boatman”

he had several pet goats, and was at times “besieged” by
summer visitors. His home was not in some remote setting,
but by the side of the road, and was accessible to the lady
visitors who would have worn long and restrictive dresses
which would have made climbing the hill to a more remote
location difficult. Duncan could afford and enjoyed a drink
of whisky, which he was happy to offer his visitors – as long
as they paid for it. Physically Duncan did not look like the
popular image of a crusty and dirty hermit – he was clean
shaven and dressed comfortably in the style of his times. He
was able to support himself until almost the end of his life
with the aid a little charity from the summer visitors and
unlike some of his near neighbours did not have to fall on
the parish until extreme old age.

Duncan lived in his hermitage for many years, but did not
live the secluded life adopted by most “hermits”, for while he
was undisturbed most of the year, during the summer months
he welcomed many visitors. None of the contemporary or
early descriptions of Duncan give the picture of a true hermit,
although all describe him as such. The sign he erected at his
home was perhaps misleading, and not a little alarming to
strangers passing by.
“Take Care! No Admittance! Beware of Fire and Sword”

However, far from avoiding people and seeking solitude,
Duncan encouraged visitors – at least those who were
generous. He was described as “jovial” and we are told that

The amount of visitors may be explained by the fashion for
hermits and hermitages during the 18th and 19th centuries.
There were even advertisements placed by people who wanted
to employ hermits. Estate owners with money to spare would
sometimes build a romantic looking folly in the form of a
hermitage and employ a man to live there and appear when
visitors walked the grounds.
As he grew older he once again approached Mr Campbell
with a request. Duncan had found the place where he wanted
to be buried. This was further up the hill from his dwelling
and overlooked the three glens of Massan, Eck and Lean.
Sometime in 1861, Duncan’s health failed, and much against
his wishes was taken for his own safety into the town by the
Parochial Board of Dunoon. In the 1861 census he is shown
living alone, a pauper no longer able to support himself, in
Nile Street, Dunoon. Chronicles of Cowal states that he
died in the town’s poorhouse. Duncan was buried in style, in
the place of his choice, with over 100 people attending the
funeral which was held on a snowy winter day.
Locating the site of the hermitage is difficult, but the most
likely setting is in the vicinity of where Rashfield School was
built. This building is now a private house, and was not built
until the 1870’s. (The first school log is for 1875) It is possible
that the site of Duncan’s home and garden was used for the
new development. The exact site of his grave is also difficult
to locate; it is somewhere on the hill behind Rashfield.

Ann Galliard

Caladh Funeral
Services
Independent Local Funeral Directors:ARTHUR DOMINICK & JOANNA HUNTER
Professional caring 24 hour service
Tel: (01369) 707000
Private Chapel of Rest
(Agents for Pre-paid Funeral Plans)
57 Marine Parade, Kirn, Dunoon PA23 8HF
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Sandbank Primary
Parent Council

50:50 DRAW
WHERE DOES THE
MONEY GO?

Sandbank Primary School Parent Council meets
approximately 4 times per year in the school and plays an
active role in supporting the involvement of parents in the
work and life of the school and in developing links with
the local community.

We hope you have enjoyed a much more
colourful Sandbank this summer especially
with our new planters at Ferguslie Street and
Finbracken and the new barrels at McKinley’s
Quay. The profits from our 50:50 draw paid for
the new planters, barrels and plants.
We contributed £500 towards the purchase of
a pirate ship for the Pre 5 unit, pictured here
enjoying the dry weather!

This term so far the Parent Council has helped the School
to organise a sponsored walk up the Heritage Trail for the
children to raise funds for the new Sandbank play park. The
magnificent sum of £1673.75 was raised and it is hoped that
more events will be organised in the future to support the
building of the play park.
The Parent Council is always looking for support from
Parents/Carers and to develop links with Community
Groups in the local area. Do you have any particular
interests, experiences or skills that could help the school in
anyway? Are you part of a Community Group that would
be willing to get involved with and work with the School?
If you can, please get in touch with the School on 01369
706350.
Wishing everyone a very Happy Christmas
Sandbank Primary School Parent Council

Sandbank Primary
Pupils’ Letters

Last but not least we subsidise the Sandbank
Scene. We have good support from local
businesses who advertise with us however
printing costs are high and we must meet the
shortfall. We need your support to keep up the
village improvements, to make donations to local
good causes and to continue producing the Scene.
New members to the monthly draw are always
welcome and you will have much better odds
with us than with the National Lottery! The cost
is only £1 per month paid annually or every six
months.
If you would like to join the 50:50 draw please
send the following information to our treasurer
Your name, address and a cheque for £6 (6 month
contribution) or £12 (annual contribution)
Send to: Inge MacKenzie, Ashgrove, Cromlech
Rd, Sandbank PA23 8QH
Remember, you have much more chance of
winning the 50:50 than the National Lottery and
the more people who join, the bigger the monthly
prizes! More importantly you will be contributing
to your local community and giving support
to the volunteers who work tirelessly to make
Sandbank a better place to live.

Why don’t Sandbank primary get an Astroturf?

Why not? (It’s fun) It’s better than concrete because it’s
hard. It’s better than grass cus it gets very wet and muddy.
The Astroturf doesn’t get wet or muddy and it’s not too hard.
Kids like it because it’s nice and soft and doesn’t need cut
after a few months. (so what do you think?) Do you think
the same as me?

By Jamie Charles Dundas

Babushka

This year the primary 5/6 and 7 are doing a production of
a Christmas play, Babushka. Babushka is about a stubborn
old lady who doesn’t give anyone anything or any shelter.
Jesus is being born but Babushka doesn’t go to see him until
the end. The school children don’t know what parts they are
going to be. TheP7s are being asked if they want to be certain
parts. There are only 4 people who want to be Babushka but
the teachers are either going to hold auditions or just pick
someone. Everyone is very nervous because they want to be
in the play. Two people in primary 7 don’t want to be in the
play. This year the play is going to be held at the Sandbank
Primary School Hall and not the church. It will be on the
last week before the Christmas holiday

Rachel Macdonald
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Sandbank Primary Your Local School

On Tuesday 23rd September a beautiful day dawned
and all of Sandbank Primary School pupils, staff and some
parents set off to climb the Camel’s Hump. The aim was
to promote Health and Wellbeing and importantly to
work with other members of Sandbank Community in
raising funds for the Sandbank Community Regeneration
Scheme.

• a visit to a Hawk and Kestral display at the Cowal
Highland gathering
• practise by Children for a public speaking event which
will take place in Dec.
• an October Disco managed by our PTA for all pupils.
Next term an equally exciting number of events are
planned. These include :

We hope the regeneration project will enhance Sandbank
as a great place to live and as a place which provides safe
play spaces for children. The Sandbank Pupils have already
participated at the early stages of the regeneration scheme
bid by helping to design improvements to the shore side
play area.

• a Big Draw event in which our P6 pupils will be instructed
by a locally acclaimed artist
• the conclusion of a Christmas Shoe Box Appeal
• a Smoke Free Me drama for the P7 children

• w
 ork with our local Scottish Country Dance Association
to train children in Scottish Country Dancing

Everyone enjoyed the day. All pupils managed to get
to the summit of the Camel’s Hump and the views from
there across Dunoon were spectacular. Everyone was
offered a piece of apple before the descent back to school.
We would like to give a huge thank you to all of the people
who sponsored the fund raising venture. We are very proud
to announce that the Community Council were presented
with a cheque to the value of £1673.75

This Christmas we will be presenting a Christmas show
at 1.45 p.m. on the 17th December. Members of our
Community are invited to attend.
During the October Break one of our Gaelic Pupils
Alasdair Gibson won a Bronze Medal for his poetry
presentation at the National Falkirk Mod. Competition at
National Mods is quite fierce, and we congratulate him in
doing so well.

It is important as we move forward as a school that our
Visions, Values and Aims reflect those of all stakeholders.

To conclude this terms news from Sandbank please
enjoy a little poem written by one of our Pre-5 pupils
and published in the Young Writers ‘My First Book of
Poems’.

At present all Primary School Pupils, Partner Agencies
and the Parent Committee have engaged in a consultation
exercise to share what they think the school’s vision for the
21st century should look like. Community representatives
will be requested to share in this exercise and once everyone
has been involved we will publish the findings.

My name is Euan and I go to big school,
My best friend is Saisha who is really cool.
I watch Schooby-Doo on TV,
Playing with diggers and tractors is lots of fun for me.

Last term apart from the core work of the school there
were many social and curriculum enhancing events. These
included:

I just love cheesy pasta and curry to eat,
And sometimes I get chocolate cake for a treat.
John Deere green is a colour I like a lot,
My Combine harvester is the best present I ever got.
My favourite person is my mummy, who is a gem,
So this, my first poem, is just for them!

• a visit from a Graphic Illustrator who ran a workshop
for our P5/6 and P6/7 children
• a staff training exercise for staff to introduce them to the
content of a Benmore experience linked to China which
will be offered to pupils next session

Euan Gault Aged 4.
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Sandbank Church News

After all our efforts to improve the interior of the church in the
early part of the year, it came as something of a disappointment
to learn that the church was in urgent need of a new roof. Early
indications are that the cost will be in the region of £80,000.
More evidence of the state of the roof became available in early
August when the ceiling in the entrance foyer was brought down
by water penetration after a late summer downpour. Emergency
repairs to the roof and the replacement of the ceiling came to over
£2000.
Problems with the central heating in the Sanctuary also dogged
the Congregation throughout the summer and autumn, but these
hopefully have been rectified,
Monday teas in the hall again prove to be very successful raising
a total of £2,794 for the church funds. Thanks are due to Jenny
Thomson and her team of hard working helpers for their dedication
and commitment to this activity. Part of the money raised was used
to recover the seats cushions in the pews. This work was ably and
enthusiastically carried out by Cathie Melville. Even the organist
benefited from a new comfortable cushion for the organ stool.
Our Deacon, Mrs Brenda Wilson organized a number of joint
events with our partners in the linkage. In early summer we had
a special service in Sandbank Church at which individuals from
each of the three churches involved chose their favourite hymns
and explained briefly their reasons for their choice. In October, Kirn
church hosted a joint harvest service followed by a buffet lunch in
the church centre.
It is important that the fabric of the church is maintained not
just to preserve an imposing building in the centre of the village but
also to create a comfortable and attractive place where worshippers
can gather on a Sunday morning to praise their Maker. We all have
much to be thankful for. Why not join us in public worship each
Sunday at 11.45am. You will be warmly welcomed .

Our session 2008/2009 started in September with a
visit from Millcroft Lavender. Mrs Isobel Lindsay has
been in business now for seven years and explained how
the business grew quite literally from a few lavender seeds
to the thriving business it is today. She also brought along
a selection of items produced by her company which were
eagerly bought and the delicious lavender chocolates were
sampled by all present.
At the October meeting the guest speaker was Mrs
Sheina Baillie, on the craft of ribbon flowers. Sheina was
very ably assisted by her friend April. Both ladies came from
Tighnabruaich; the evening was very much enjoyed by the
members with the “hands on” demonstration.
The members look forward to the November meeting
when John Stirling, curator of Dunoon Museum will be
the speaker.

The December meeting takes the form of a Christmas
Party when Santa, no doubt will pay his usual visit. After
New Year we have five meetings, a whist drive and an
afternoon tea. A Knitting Bee has been formed and meets
Monday afternoons at 2.45pm. The Country Dancers meet
every Tuesday evening at 7.30pm. If you would like to come
along, please do, you’ll be sure of a blether and a cup of tea.
All meetings are in the village hall.

Isobel Collier
President

David Lyall

The Holy Loch Inn

It’s �me to

get personal

Taigh - Osda Loch Seunnta

GTInk brings you something a li�le bit diﬀerent with their
extensive range of personalised gi�s and clothing. The range
of products are ideal as gi�s and business promo�onal items,
while the personalised clothing is great for birthdays, hen and
stag nights or simply just for fun!

Traditional village pub with Scottish theme.

Freshly Prepared Bar Meals Daily
12:00 to 9pm
(12:30 to 9pm Sunday)
Snacks 12:00 to 4pm

canvas prints
t-shirts
mugs
jigsaws
coasters
mouse mats
umbrellas

Carry out Meals now avaiable

How To Find Us
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Situated at T-junction of Shore Road and
High Road in the Village of Sandbank.
Approximately 2 miles from Dunoon.
Car parking available.

REGULAR LIVE MUSIC

key rings & much more

HO

The Holy Loch Inn
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GTInk specialises in a wide range of services including business
sta�onery, website design and van livery. Give us a call or pop
in and share your own individual ideas with our design team
who will be happy to meet all of your requirements!

no

5

Du

8
A8

01369 707424

on

info@g�nk.co.uk • www.g�-limited.com
13 sandbank business park • Dunoon • Argyll • PA23 8PB
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Hunters Quay
Holiday Village
Bird
Garden

Western
Ferries

The Holy Loch Inn
Springfield Place
Sandbank
Dunoon
Argyll
PA23 8PJ
Tel: 01369 705864

Sandbank Guiding

Message from the
Police Station
New Community Police Officer

My name is Kevin Moffat and I would like to take
this opportunity to introduce myself to the Sandbank
community.
I have completed almost 25 years Police service having
started off my career in Maryhill, Temple and Saracen
areas of Glasgow where I worked in both uniform and
plain clothes units for just over three years.
I then was transferred to Glasgow City centre at
Stewart Street Police office where I served for 11 years
in various roles including being one of three Community
Police Officers stationed at the St Enoch Shopping
Centre from it being a building site till it opened with
a full early warning crime system in place. I was also the
Liaison Officer for “Citywatch” which is the system of
CCTV which covers Glasgow City and was responsible
for presentation of all CCTV evidence at Court.
I then transferred to Oban Police Office where I worked
initially as a Road Patrol Officer in the Traffic Department
for five years, then became the Oban District Community
Officer covering a large geographical area including the
Isles of Luing, Seil, Kerrera, Colonsay, and occasionally
Coll and Tiree. I was also responsible for the safety of
the late Francis Shand Kydd, Lady Diana’s mother, who
previously resided in that area.
I take pride in being approachable and hope that I will
become accepted as part of the community as was my
predecessor Alex Gray who obviously will be a sad loss
to the community. I would like to wish Alex a long and
happy retirement!

Since we started back in September we have been
very busy.

Rainbows, a new unit, have been playing games,
colouring, decorating biscuits and lots more. We have
lots planned including a promise party, painting and
a couple of trips away including Fun world.
Brownies have been working on lots of badges
and have already earned their Agility badge and
Disability Awareness badge. We also brought in
rubbish to recycle and walked down to the recycling
station at the front and recycled everything in the
correct bins. We are looking forward to a visit to the
Police Station and we are also going to have a visitor
talk to us about owls and are going to help put up
boxes for them.
Guides, a new unit, have already earned their
Agility badges and their Party Planner badges. For
their Party Planner badges they organized a really
good Halloween Party.

Rainbows are for 5-7 yrs, Brownies are for 7-10yrs,
Guides are for 10-14yrs
For more information on any unit please call Shel
on 07784 118629

PC Kevin Moffat

STEWART McNEE (DUNOON) Ltd
Building Contractors

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE – SURVEYS AND ESTIMATES
NEW BUILDS – EXTENSIONS – CONVERSIONS – RENOVATIONS – RE-ROOFING
GARAGES ETC. TIMBER FRAMED KIT HOMES MANUFACTURED
• Quality Workmanship • All Work Guaranteed • An All Trades Company •
PLANS PREPARED FOR LOCAL AUTHORITIES
NEW BUILDING SITES AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT COWAL

Everything you need for your
Home & Garden.

Highland Avenue, Sandbank
Business Park, Dunoon PA23 8PB
Tel. 01369 702578 Office
Fax. 01369 706315

Look out for our monthly promotion leaflet.
Walkers Mica, 361 Argyll St., Dunoon. Tel: 704003
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Stephen Lockwood a student from the University of
Leeds’ Faculty of Biological Sciences conducted a survey
to discover whether red squirrels living in Loch Lomond
and the Trossachs National Park were using rope bridges
installed by a local wildlife group.
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Working in partnership with the National Park Ranger
Service and the Cowal Red Squirrel Group four test rope
bridges were erected as well as monitoring bridges already
installed at Strachur and Lochgoilhead.

NP countryside ranger Jim Downie says ’Rope bridges
are sometimes used at sites where squirrel road fatalities
have been recorded. Although these bridges are installed at
a number of locations throughout the park and indeed the
country, we couldn’t find any information regarding squirrels
actually using the bridges.’

© Jan Ferguson

Stephen, who is completing a masters’ degree in
biodiversity and conservation, took specialist training in tree
climbing so that he could to set up equipment to record the
squirrels’ movements.

The group has been going from strength to strength and
we currently have a membership of 91.
This year we have been successful in several areas of
our action plan. We carried out 26 pine cone transects on
Beinn Lagan with a group of volunteers. The work was
not as difficult as first thought and with this in mind we
intend to increase the amount of transects to cover more
of the woodland. The results worked out from the evidence
collected showed that those transects covered are currently
supporting 20 red squirrels.

Each of the bridges were monitored using either a high
tech approach of sensors and remote cameras or a more low
tech method of clay moulds to record the animals footprints
and Hair tubes which are filled with nuts and sticky tape
to collect hair samples. The results showed that squirrels do
indeed make use of these aerial walkways.

Stephen says: “This isn’t just about cutting down on the
number of squirrels killed on the roads. We also know that
when a natural habitat becomes fragmented, such as by the
introduction of unnatural barriers like roads, there is a lesser
chance of the species surviving in the long term because the
opportunities for breeding are fewer. The bridges hopefully
encourage the squirrels to explore a wider area and therefore
lessen the chance of inbreeding. By finding out whether
they actually use these bridges we can assess how useful it
is to install them.”

Another area of success has been the feeder box surveys
that we have been carrying out in the Ardgarten area with
another group of volunteers. We were successful in obtaining
a grant of £500 from ‘Wee Green Grants’ which will enable
us to sustain the survey for at least another 18 months, so
many thanks.

During June/ July of this year we invited a student from
Leeds University to conduct a survey, on our behalf, of
the rope bridges at Strachur and Lochgoil. To quote Jim
Downie from the Loch Lommond and Trossachs National
Park Authority:-

A thank you needs to go to Hunter’s Quay Holiday
Village who were kind enough to offer free accommodation
to Stephen during part of his stay here. The survey
actually shows that the rope bridges are being used by the
squirrels.

‘’ An innovative study has proved that red squirrels can
and do make use of special crossings set up over busy
roads.

John Massey

Country Properties
THINKING OF SELLING?
FOR YOUR FREE VALUATION
CALL TODAY ON

0845 450 1312.

E-mail: Dunoon@remax-scotland.com
www.remax-countryproperties-dunoon.com
SCOTLANDS LEADING ESTATE AGENCY NETWORK

“Nobody in the world sells more property”
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Your Community Councillors are:Norma Murray (Chair)
704960
Chris Talbot (Vice Chair)
707656
Inge MacKenzie (Treasurer)
702004
Rhona Altin (Secretary, Editor) 704981
Ishbel Fairman (Editor)
703251
Lorraine Lewis
706317
Anne Munn
701160

norma.murray1@homecall.co.uk
05016336@uhi.ac.uk
mackenzies@uwclub.net
yeliyas@yahoo.co.uk
isabfairman@aol.com
l.lewis1@homecall.co.uk
anne.munn@yahoo.co.uk

Please contact any of the above at any reasonable time if you have an issue to raise
or a comment to make.
Note: Any item to be considered for inclusion in the next available agenda, the Chair/Secretary will have to be
notified at least 8 days prior to the meeting. Agendas are usually posted 7 days prior to meetings which are held
on the last Wednesday of each month. Items not on the agenda cannot normally be discussed at meetings.

Timber
What happens to the timber that passes through
Sandbank?

Softwood pulps have long slender fibres and are ideal for use
in magazines, phone books, newspapers and coffee filters.
As an example the Ikea catalogue is made from Tofte pulp.
Hardwood pulps are used for speciality papers including
facial tissues, disposable nappies and toilet paper. The Tofte
mill is the largest producer of chemical pulp (or for the
techies: chemi-thermomechanical pulp - CTMP). Chemical
pulp needs less processing so the log to market product time
is shorter and therefore more economic. CTMP is used in
products including milk cartons, wall paper and toilet tissue.
The trans-national aspect? Well I would imagine that at least
one household in Sandbank has had an Ikea catalogue that
may have been produced from timber grown on our hills.
The smallest room in the house – well I will not go there,
but pulping beats going in the woods!

The last issue of Sandbank Scene had a small article
entitled ‘Timber Harvesting and Transport’. Whilst
researching for the article I began to wonder where the
timber actually went to and is there a bigger picture that
Sandbank plays a small role in. The answer was yes and I
also realised that some finished products may very well end
up on the shelves of our local shops, read on to find out a
little more…

We are familiar with the sight of Peter McKerral and JST
of Ayr logging lorries passing through the village bound for
the pier in the Holy Loch Marina and their loads being
amassed at the pier-head ready for the skilful loading onto
the next ship. Is there a national or international linkage?
In fact there is both, on the day these pictures were taken
logs, 2,200 tonnes worth, were arriving from Glendaruel
and were being loaded onto the MV Tim bound (at the
time of writing) for Tofte in Norway.

Moving closer to home, casual observers may see ships
marked ‘timberLINK’ at the pier. Timberlink is a scheme
to ease the loading of timber lorries on the Argyll roads by
using ships to transport the timber to mills. Piers in the
scheme include Portavadie, Ardrishaig, Campbeltown as
well as Sandbank.
As most of us will be aware the credit crunch is now
biting hard with demand for timber construction products
tailing off as the industry makes severe cutbacks. When
the economic recovery happens at least the raw material is
readily available locally when demand picks up.

Tofte is one of the mills owned by a company (or more
accurately an economic association) named Södra. The Södra
Cell at Tofte deals with the pulping of timber.

Acknowledgements: Holy Loch Marina, Forestry
Commission Scotland (Edinburgh) and Södra Cell Tofte
(Norway).

The company produces five types of pulp for the market
and broadly, they encompass softwood and hardwood pulps.

Chris Talbot
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Doing your bit for the environment

It is without a doubt that this year’s ‘Small Acorns’
environmental event at Hunters Quay Holiday Village, was the
most successful to date with nearly three and a half thousand
people visiting over the weekend.
The main objective of this annual event is to raise awareness
of environmental issues from Marine Conservation to how you
can do your bit for the environment by Reducing, Re-using or
Recycling your waste.
With over fifty exhibitors attending the event this year, and
providing hands-on activities for children and adults alike,
there was certainly something to interest everyone.
Children’s activities were well attended throughout the
weekend with all of them being fun and having an embedded
message pertaining to conservation like, ‘save the bees’ ‘make
a home for hedgehogs’ ‘look after your wildlife’.
On a serious note, without the continued work from
conservation bodies like Bumblebee Conservation Trust and
Marine Conservation Society, the wildlife that surrounds us
today may be lost. It is our duty to look after these precious
resources for future generations to enjoy. So we all have to
aim to ‘do our bit’.
Speaking of ‘doing our bit, as David Bellamy Award Coordinator for Cowal Leisure and Drimsynie Estate, part of my
job is to facilitate and co-ordinate environmental projects and
events. The aim of the company is to enhance and sustain the
natural heritage and biodiversity for visitors to their holiday
parks through a process of positive management.
Cowal Leisure and Drimsynie Estate Ltd operate six holiday
parks in Cowal. All the parks participate in the David Bellamy
Conservation Award Scheme. Awards are made each year to
parks which can demonstrate policies showing active concern
for the environment, assisted by independent endorsement

from a local wildlife or conservation body which is familiar
with the area.
David Bellamy looks at virtually every aspect of park
management - from the protection of plant and animal habitats
to the efficient use of energy.
We are proud to say that all six of our parks, once again
this year, achieved the highest accolade of gold certification
for conservation from Professor David Bellamy.
We look forward to seeing you all at next year’s ‘Small
Acorns’ event, where you can once again have fun learning
about wildlife and conservation. The date of which is
provisionally set for 15-16th August 2009.

Jackie McBurney

Cromlech

Laundry Services
Cromlech Road Sandbank PA23 8PZ
tel: 01369 706256
mob: 07760 317231

Merry Christmas to all our customers

Plant Sales & Hire

BIG ENOUGH TO COPE –
SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE
FREE LOCAL PICK-UP/DELIVERY

Alan McCorquodale

SERVICE WASH OR FULL
LAUNDRY SERVICE AVAILABLE,
WASH DRY AND IRON

Unit 1, Highland Avenue,
Sandbank Business Park,
Dunoon PA23 8PB

SHIRT SERVICE
DUVETS

www.cromlechlaundryservices.co.uk

Tel/Fax: 01369 703 781

Taking away your
wash day blues

Email: alan@amplanthire.co.uk
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Holy Loch Sailing Club

The sun (what little we had)
has set on another season at the
Holy Loch Sailing Club and its sailors can now spend the
cold winter evenings in comfort reflecting on successes
and happy times on the water. And there were plenty of
successes to reflect on too this year, the best, as far as the
club was concerned being the consolidation and increase
in numbers of both the Piper and the Flying 15 fleets, the
latter achieving more than 20 boats with over 10 racing
regularly.
The standard of sailing in both these fleets has improved
too, motivating the leaders to maintain their status while
encouraging the tail-enders to boost their rankings. Dan
Challis and his girlfriend Kirsten Shaughnessy proved
themselves the team to beat in the Flying 15’s, sailing
‘Genesis’ and winning the bulk of the domestic silverware
as well as triumphing at Cove Regatta and in the club’s own
open event which attracted 23 entries in August.
In the Piper class, Bob and Rowena Donaldson, with
brother-in-law Andrew Manwell in ‘Pibroch’, claimed
most of the glory at home but had to bow to the better
sailed boat when Alan Neville’s ‘Sandpiper’ brought the
Class Championship trophy back to the Holy Loch again.
Iain Hurrell also enjoyed a fruitful season after applying
dramatic surgery at the beginning of the year to improve
‘Billie’s’ performance and to good effect resulting in regular
podium positions and victory at Cove Regatta.

However the biggest headlines for the local club in
yachting press went deservedly to another Sandbank
resident, Dr Ken Grant, who campaigned his J109 class
yacht ‘Tigh Solius’ (Lighthouse) very successfully on the
Clyde, the Solent, in France and the Republic of Ireland
with his seven strong local crew. They flew the Holy Loch
burgee proudly and to great effect, improving steadily as
the season progressed to finish runners-up at the European
Championship in Deauville and repeated this feat at the
prestigious Cork week against nearly 30 first class boats.
With the season now over, the enthusiastic committee,
under Commodore Rowena Donaldson, is embarking on
an ambitious refurbishment program. All the members are
warmly invited to take part but as well as the work parties,
it is intended to have some of the more social variety as well,
to pass away the long winter months of the close season.
Your correspondent is attempting to compile a short
history of the Sailing Club and requests any stories, amusing
anecdotes or a loan of related photographs from residents
(or ancestors!) who may have been involved in the club in
the past. Any contributions gratefully received by calling
706251.
The Holy Loch Sailing Club takes this opportunity in
wishing all their friends in Sandbank the compliments of
the season and look forward to seeing you in our revamped
premises next season.

Professional Diving Academy

Marina News

Bob Donaldson

Holy Loch Marina has had a great summer season. We
completed our next phase in August, which brought our total
berthing up to 260. This makes Holy Loch Marina the 4th
biggest marina on the Clyde, a great achievement to all of
us involved. Despite the challenging weather we had many
visitors, some coming from as far afield as France, South
Wales and Ireland. We had 54 visiting boats for the Cowal
Games which is a record for us. With everyone enjoying
themselves so much, they have already booked for next year.
We had many musters too, which all went with great success
and again most have booked for next year.

The Professional Diving Academy
Unit 19, Sandbank Business Park
Sandbank, Dunoon, Argyll PA23 8PB
Scotland
Tel: Intl. + 44 (0) 1369 701 701
Fax: +44 (0) 1369 701 700
e: info@professionaldivingacademy.com
www.professionaldivingacademy.com

We have 14 businesses operating from the marina now,
employing a total of 80 people which is a great boost for
the marina and Sandbank.

Alison Newlands
Marina Manager
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THANKS
Sandbank Community
Council wish everyone
a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.
Sandbank Community Council would like to
acknowledge the support that we get f rom the
community. Too many to mention individually, but here
are a few that we would like to say a personal thank
you to: Ronnie Ford for designing the village signs.
Finlay Currie for all the things he does for Sandbank.
Mr Stevenson for mending the village clock without
charge. Ronnie Smith for once again acting as our
returning officer.
Ann Galliard and Nina Henry for the endless hours
they have spent researching the history of Sandbank
for our Homecoming event and planned information
boards.
Fiona McGlinn and Tommy Trouten for all their help
with planting out the new planters
Fiona McGlinn and Jim Ferguson (community
warden) rallied round the troops for a planting operation
at Finbracken last summer. Fiona and her team of
children from Finbracken are happy to do maintenance
and re planting at Finbracken.

Sandbank Community Council
By-Election

Norma Murray is standing down as chairperson of
Sandbank Community Council. Norma has served
on the Community Council for the past five years
and has chaired it for the past four years. She now
feels it is time to hand over to someone new. A
by-election will be held in December.

Remembrance Day

Retirement
Alex Gray our Community Police Officer
has now retired. Alex has regularly
attended our meetings and has kept
us informed about matters concerning
Sandbank. We wish him a long and
happy retirement.

U STORE

Furniture storage
compartments available at
“Ellangowan”, Cromlech Road,
Sandbank, from £10 weekly.

Tel: (01369) 701024
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SANDBANK PRIMARY SCHOOL AND EARLY YEARS CENTRE.
OUR JOURNEY TO EXCELLENCE

Dear Members of the Sandbank Community
We would appreciate your time in considering the following and returning the form to the Sandbank School
Returns box in our local post office or to Mrs J. Halls, Sandbank Primary School, Sandbank, Argyll PA23 8PW
as soon as is convenient. Your comments will be used to help us establish our School’s Visions, Values and Aims.
Thank you.

Children are with us at Sandbank Primary School for 7 years possibly 9 years.
In your opinion what is the most important purpose of a Primary/Nursery School?

When children leave us, what do you wish they should be able to do?

What kind of young people do you wish to see growing up in our local community?

FERGUSLIE
GARAGE

Mechanical, Electrical
and Welding to all
types of vehicles
Servicing/MOT
Preparation, Brakes,
Steering, Suspension
TIMING BELTS SUPPLIED
AND FITTED
All work Fully Guaranteed

Free Estimates
and Advice
Tel: (01369) 706868
Ferguslie Street, Sandbank, Dunoon
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HONG KONG CARRY OUT

Wishes its customers a Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year

FOR ALL YOUR
BOATING NEEDS!

37 Queen Street, Dunoon.
Telephone 705142
OPENING TIMES
Sunday – Thursday 5.00PM to 10.00PM
Friday & Saturday 4.30PM to 11.00PM

BERTHS AVAILABLE AT
COMPETITIVE RATES

CLOSED MONDAY & TUESDAY

Home deliveries: Sandbank £2.30, Sandhaven £2.80
SPECIAL SET MEALS FOR 2 £13.50

Holy Loch Marina, Rankin’s Brae
Sandbank, DUNOON, PA23 8QB
Tel: 01369 701800 Fax: 01369 704749
E-mail: berths@holylochmarina.co.uk
Website: www.holylochmarina.co.uk

Choose either 2 starters and two main
courses OR 3 main courses which includes
2 chips, 2 boiled or fried rice.

FULL MENU AVAILABLE
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