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2010 A Good Year for Owls

This past year was a good year for Barn Owls
and Tawny Owls in Cowal, with about 70
young Barn Owls fledged and approximately
50 Tawny Owls.

Most of the young owls were tagged, a few were
missed, but hopefully not too many, a case of trying to
be in a lot of places at the one time. Of course not all
the birds are laying at the same time. Almost all the
nest sites were manmade boxes of various sizes and
from memory, only two nest sites were natural, one a
Beech tree, the other a Sycamore tree.

One or two of the boxes that were used this year
were put up in the early part of the year. Two boxes
that were put up in February in Glendaruel had a
Tawny owl in one by the middle of March. The other,
a large black barrel, had a Barn owl laying eggs in it
by the middle of April.
It is worth noting that a Barn owl that had laid five
eggs in a box at Glendaruel, of which it fledged two
young, also managed to lay again and was successful
in laying a second clutch of eggs of which it raised at
least one more chick.
The decent dry spring, also of good help was the
vole population, which the owls largely depend on,
helped get the season off to a good start before the
‘monsoon’ season kicked in.
A good indicator of vole numbers is the number of
Short Eared owls that were seen in Cowal. I personally
saw about four pairs and was lucky enough to locate

a nest with five young in it. The Short Eared owl is
unusual for two main reasons, it nests on the ground
usually in deep heather or long grass and it hunts
during the day, mostly in early morning or early
evening. But when feeding young chicks, the male owl
can be seen hunting at almost any time of the day. This
owl can be very aggressive if there is an intruder too
close to the nest, which is usually not the easiest place
to locate. It is best to sit back at a safe distance and
watch those special birds going about their business.
To finish, another special bird that was seen in the
Cowal area over the spring and summer, was an Osprey,
seen on many occasions at various lochs and estuaries.
I was getting good reports of the Osprey from many
individuals, but failing to get a sighting myself, so on
a lovely Sunday morning at the beginning of August,
I left home at 8am and told my long suffering wife,
“I’m going to see this Osprey”. I went round all the
haunts it had been seen at, Tarsan, Ormidale, The Kyles
etc. 2pm came and still no sign of the bird. It was very
hot so I decided to call it a day and head home. I was
driving in towards Sandbank and I nearly ran into
the ditch at Sandhaven because there above the Holy
loch, just 100 yards or so out from Broxwood, was the
Osprey hunting over the loch. Magic!

My wife says, “If I spend as much time next year out
looking at birds, she’s going to leave me”, to which I
replied, “I’ll miss you”.
Happy Festive Season, Arthur French.

A message from Joe

darkness have seen a great light. They lived in a land of
shadows, but now the light is shining on them.’(Isaiah
9:2) In the gospel of John we read these words, ‘The
word was the source of life, and this life brought light
to mankind. The light shines in the darkness and the
darkness has never put it out.’( John 1:3-4)

The nights can be dreich,
during the months of winter
with less daylight hours and
longer dark nights, which
do nothing to cheer us up.
However the television advert
for a particular blend of tea
has the slogan, ‘ The cup
that cheers.’ Tea can be quite
refreshing to drink and the
cheer comes when over a cup of tea with loved ones or
friends the way is open for good conversation.

As we celebrate Christmas with family and friends let
us all join together, community and church, and make it a
celebration embracing all people within our community.
At a church celebration dinner, the after dinner speaker
spoke of his encounter with a member of the Royal
household. He asked those present at the dinner table if
they had ever been in the presence of Royalty? There was
a silent pause. In a quiet voice, one of the dinner guests
replied. ‘Yes, in the company of the King of kings and the
Lord of lords, Jesus Christ my Savior, the Son of God.’

The cheerful mood is enhanced by recalling to mind
the good times when on holiday and those special days
celebrating anniversaries and birthdays when the warm
hand of friendship is exchanged cementing the bond of
friendship.

Throughout the period of Christmastide, the Christian
Church holds out the hand of fellowship to all people to
join the celebrating, God breaking into human history
in the person of his beloved son Jesus Christ. Will you
accept our open invitation to you and your loved ones
to come to church and join in with us in celebrating the
Christ event.

At Christmastide the hand of friendship from God,
through the fellowship of the church, is extended to
you and your family to join in celebration the birthday
of God’s beloved son Jesus Christ. You will be made
most welcome if you decide to join with us at any of our
church services during the period of Christmastide. Our
invitation is unconditional, there are no preconditions
because Christ accepts us in our present condition just
as we are.

Wishing you and your loved ones every good wish and
blessing and happiness in the New Year 2011.

Rev. Joe Stewart

The prophet Isaiah wrote, ‘The people who walked in

GEORGE H. CURRIE

A note from your editors…
We hope that this winter edition of the
Sandbank Scene will bring some cheer to
you on these dark winter’s days and pray that
spring will be here before we know it!

- BLACKSMITH Established 1851

All Types of Welding,
Steel Fabrication,
Gates, Railing,
Fencing and
Shot Blasting

Community Council elections were held in
October but no new Community Councillors
were elected. We have 2 places available if
anyone is interested in joining us, you would
be made most welcome! We have spent a lot
of time and effort on planting and have just
acquired a planter for Cowal Cemetery, so
that will keep us busy for a wee while.

Tel/Fax: (01369) 706282
Mobile: 07884 314 044

If there is anything you would like to see in
this newsletter please let us know. Any group
or individual can ask for a report, some news
or an advert to be included and we will be
happy to try and find space for any such
contributions. All feedback is very welcome.
We are very grateful to all the contributors
and advertisers as without them there would
be no newsletter. We would like to thank
E & R Ingles Ltd for their continued sponsorship
and their assistance in producing the Scene.

e-mail: info@ghcurrie.co.uk
www.ghcurrie.co.uk

Vulcan Place
Sandbank
Argyll PA23 8PJ

Many Thanks
Rhona Altin and Ishbel Fairman
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Community Council Update

Local Planning

Cowalfest

Since refusal of the proposed wind farm planning application at
a “Discretionary Hearing” in the Younger Hall, Kilmun on 9th
August there has since been an article in the Observer stating
that there will be no appeal.
The proposed supermarket development on land at and
adjoining the Walkers store on the High Road will be decided
in January at the earliest despite the fact it was submitted over
twelve months ago.
Over the past six months there have been no major or
significant planning applications in the Sandbank/Ardnadam
area. The Community Council has, however, submitted separate
representations on behalf of two private owners with concerns
about applications near their properties.

As a contribution to Cowalfest, the Community Council
organised a screening of “Postcards from Cowal” on Friday
15th October. The initial idea came from Ann Galliard and,
ably assisted by her husband Peter and Nina Henry, she gave
a very entertaining and interesting presentation of nearly 200
old postcard slides to an appreciative audience of 35 or so. The
Community Council is very grateful to Ann, Peter and Nina
and understand there is the possibility of another similar event
in the not too distant future.

School Bus Services

The Community Council has been very supportive of Jackie
McBurney, Deborah and Nigel Rycroft’s efforts in taking
Argyll & Bute Council to task over the cutting of bus services
for school children and the risk assessment in respect of the
walking route from Sandhaven to Sandbank Primary School.
The final outcome remains to be seen but anxiety about the
safety of young children walking to school from Sandhaven
continues to be a grave concern.

Budget Cuts

On Thursday 14th October the Community Council held a
public meeting in the Village Hall to discuss Argyll and Bute
Council’s impending budget cuts. Despite advertising in the
local paper and posting notices around the village there was
a disappointing turn-out. In any event, the slides provided by
Councillor Bruce Marshall were discussed and comments/
suggestions forwarded on to both him and the Leader of the
Council, Councillor Dick Walsh.

Remembrance Day Service

The Community Council is most grateful to the Rev. Joe
Stewart for again officiating and Piper Euan McNab for
leading the parade.

Lazaretto Point

In response to concerns about the need to properly secure
wreaths at the base of the war memorial, the Community
Council took on board some ideas from Robert Diamond and
Iain MacKenzie and approached Finlay Currie to carry out the
work. Although the war memorial is essentially communityowned, Argyll & Bute Council has a responsibility for repair and
maintenance. As such, Allan MacDonald of the Council was
contacted and gave a very speedy “no objection” to the proposal.
Finlay duly undertook the job using galvanised steelwork and,
in an extremely generous gesture, declined payment. Finlay
has a special connection with the memorial having two family
members names inscribed on it. The work was completed in
ample time for the recent Remembrance Day service and, unlike
last year when most of the wreaths were blown away within a
few days, all six wreaths are still in place.
Lazaretto Point is probably the most scenic spot in the village
and both the Community Development Trust and Community
Council are conscious of the need to keep it tidy and provide
planting. To this end the Community Council placed three
large wooden planters there in July and the Trust will provide
new picnic tables.
Your Community Councillors are:
Iain MacNaughton (Convenor)
Chris Talbot (Treasurer)
Lorraine Lewis (Mail Secretary)
Rhona Altin (Minutes Secretary, Editor, Sandbank Scene)
Ishbel Fairman (Editor, Sandbank Scene)
Fiona Anderson (Community Councillor)
Jennifer Woodward (Vice Convenor)
Helen Anderson (Community Councillor)

700008
707656
706317
704981
703251
07788 969924
707505
701720

macnau@btinternet.com
cmtalbot@btinternet.com
l.lewis1@homecall.co.uk
yeliyas@yahoo.co.uk
isab39@tiscali.co.uk
fionajamiehannah@hotmail.co.uk
jamesjena@btinternet.com
h.anderson370@btinternet .com

Please contact any of the above at any reasonable time if you have an issue to raise or a comment to make.
Note: Any item to be considered for inclusion in the next available agenda, the Chair/Secretary will have to be notified at least
8 days prior to the meeting. Agendas are usually posted 7 days prior to meetings which are held on the last Wednesday of each
month. Items not on the agenda cannot normally be discussed at meetings.
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Strathclyde Police Winter Safety Campaign

British Summer Time ended on Sunday 31st October 2010.
This change potentially brings about increased dangers to
the travelling public, with the onset of shorter daylight
hours, lower temperatures and hazardous road surfaces.
This is particularly relevant to many areas in Argyll, where
conditions can change rapidly. It is therefore essential that
road users check the condition of their vehicles prior to the
winter season.
Tyres should be one of your main priorities. The
depth of your tyre tread directly affects
how your vehicle copes with heavy
surface water, slush and hard
packed snow, and if the tyre is
not set at the correct pressure,
then this can affect how the
tyre performs as well as the
handling of your car.
Drivers should also
periodically check all lights are
operational and if possible carry
spare lamps and fuses.
During winter months, windscreens
can become rapidly contaminated with
road grime and salt residue, and it is therefore
imperative that the washer reservoir is kept topped
up with screen wash which is of a suitable concentration
that it will not easily freeze.
During severe weather, please give yourself sufficient
time to clear all windows prior to your journey, and ensure

that you have sufficient fuel in case you become delayed in
severe snow conditions.
Vulnerable road user groups such as cyclists and
pedestrians, especially children, are at particular risk in poor
visibility. Pedestrians should make use of recognised crossing
facilities where available, and school children should be
encouraged to wear bright highly visible clothing. Cyclists
should strive to improve their own safety by using high
visibility clothing, helmets, and adequate lights.
I will endeavour to conduct a ‘Get Ready For
Winter’ initiative which will incorporate
seatbelt usage, and you can expect to see
several road checks in operation throughout
Argyll and the Sandbank area during and
after this initiative.
Further to this I would like to
pass on a piece of advice to any
Sandbank residents who go
out in the morning before
going to work to start their
engines to allow the cars to
defrost before starting their
journeys. There have been
some instances across Strathclyde
where vehicles have been stolen as a result
of people leaving their cars running and returning back
indoors. It is just something to beware of if you are in the
habit of doing this.
Have a safe and happy winter season. PC Brannan

SANDBANK POST
OFFICE
and Convenience Store

ALL DAIRY PRODUCTS
FRESHLY BAKED BREAD & ROLLS
HOT SNACKS & SANDWICHES

Car/Truck/Bus &
Plant equipment
electrical specialists

Full range of
Magazines & Newspapers

Now Selling
CalMac and Western Ferry Tickets

• Computer diagnostics on all makes of motor vehicle
inc ABS/Airbags/Engine Management Systems

Facilities Available

• Wiring loom repairs & replacement

• On line National Lottery
• Post Office Cash Line Dispenser
• Mobile Phone Vouchers and Swipe
• Electricity Tokens at all Times
• Full Post Office Service from 6.00 am

• General fault finding on all electrical circuit faults
• Starter motors & Alternators supplied &
reconditioned
• Batteries tested & replaced
• Handsfree phone kits supplied & fitted

All Services regarding Motor Taxation
WE NOW RECHARGE SCOTTISH GAS
AND SCOTTISH POWER KEYS
7 DAYS A WEEK – 6.00 am - 9.00 pm

• Towbar/Caravan & Trailer centre

137 John Street, Dunoon, Argyll, PA23 7BL
Contact: Billy Earley Tel: 01369 701555
Email: premier.auto@btconnect.com

Your No 1 Shop Locally
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Holy Loch Marina and Port News

Holy Loch Marina has had a fantastic summer despite the
weather. Our “pay for one night get one half price” offer has
been a huge success bringing record numbers of visitors to
the marina over the two night’s with many of the visitors
heading into Dunoon for a wander and a bite to eat. The new
McGill’s service to Benmore has also greatly helped with our
overnight and short stay visitors, who all thoroughly enjoyed
the gardens. We had planned to run our offer through to July,
however with it being so popular we have decided to keep it
going through the winter and all the way through 2011
We would like to welcome G B Services to the Marina,
Bobby and George operate from within the main shed, they
specialise in all types of Marine and Plant Engineering and
are also hydraulic hose specialist. Contact Bobby on 07767
737118.
As you all know the Gala was a massive success and the
fact we were lucky enough to get a gorgeous day made it
extra special. We are delighted with how the day went, and
are more than happy to offer the marina to the Trust for
future Gala days and any other events that the trust may
think appropriate. We hope to work closely with the Gala
committee to improve the venue for 2011 and make it bigger
and better!
Again this year we have noticed an increase in small
boat users, with many new families taking to the water. The
Cowal Games saw a record number of visiting boats, some
of who ventured out to watch the fireworks from their boats
at night. Most boats now arrive on the Thursday or Friday
to make the most of the weekend, and again with our offer
going strong it appealed to many over the games. We also had
the RNLI stand within the Marina over the Cowal Games,
again a great success, managing to find faults in a good few
life jackets, which all helps keep people safe. The RNLI were
very pleased with the amount of people visiting them and
hope to return again next year.
Scottish Water, Ward & Burke, GMJV & ABCO have
been on site at the marina and have been working hard
through the year on the pumping station and should have the
major construction works completed by Christmas. ABCO,
the company doing the marine side of the pumping station
have nearly finished their part of the works. They have enjoyed
the luxury of having pontoon berthing within the Marina and
we have enjoyed having their boats berthed with us. Many
local businesses have benefited by the work all the different
contractors have been involved in.

Holy Loch Port
Hebridean Princess has visited Holy Loch Port on 7
different occasions this year and is booked to visit again in
2011. We are progressing well with the Cruise Ship side of
the Port business and I attended the Seatrade Conference &
Exhibition in Miami this March. I made some great contacts
and look forward to welcoming new cruise ship companies
in the very near future. The plan is to have a bigger stand in
Miami for 2011.
We have noticed an increase in the timber side of the
port operation with the timber industry slowly picking up.
McKerral’s, Coille’s & McFadyen’s haulage all very kindly
contributed to the advertising for the Gala and wished it
every success.
ABCO were very impressed with the facilities on offer
and utilised the Pier and Multidocker when they brought
MV Boisterous into Holy Loch Port delivering the Concrete
Collars that were used to ballast the outfall pipes. This assisted
them greatly as the ship could come straight into the area
instead of having to bring their parts by road, saving a great
deal of time and helping to take traffic off the roads.
Our staff are always on hand to assist you in any way they
can. If you require any information on boating or berthing
at the marina, please do not hesitate to contact Scott, James,
Martin or myself on 01369 701800, or visit our websites
www.holylochmarina.co.uk & www.holylochport.com
Alison Newlands
Marina & Port Manager

Professional Diving Academy

LetsMove

Lets Move is the Premier Local Letting Agent

We Don’t Sell - We Only Let Property
We Don’t Charge VAT - So We Are Cheaper
We Provide a Full Maintenance Package
We List Property Throughout the Area
We Say What We Do And Do What We Say
We Are Here To Make Your Life Easier
Without Doubt The Best Service in Town

The Professional Diving Academy
Unit 19, Sandbank Business Park
Sandbank, Dunoon, Argyll PA23 8PB
Scotland
Tel: Intl. + 44 (0) 1369 701 701
Fax: +44 (0) 1369 701 700
e: info@professionaldivingacademy.com
www.professionaldivingacademy.com
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I have been receiving mixed reports on ‘Our Community
Goes Green’ initiative and would welcome any feedback. As
previously reported a company called Changeworks carried
out doorstep surveys around July/Aug. By now most of you
should have received your free home energy reports, but if
you have not, could you let me know. Changeworks also
contracted another company to carry out the insulation
measures which I believe are called Clyde Insulation, again
with mixed reports on satisfaction. It is important that I find
out whether this has been successful so that I can report this
back to Changeworks to remedy the situation if required. We
still have an Energy Monitor library where you can get the
loan of an Energy Monitor for a month as long as you are
willing to record your findings so that we can work out the
total energy savings the whole community are making.

The community activities
mentioned in the May
edition of the ‘Scene’ went
even better than we had
hoped. The Gala was the
best one yet and we were
blessed with the weather
again which goes a long way
in making it more enjoyable.
I am pleased to report that
over £3000 was raised by
local groups in the village
with the Trust raising just
over £1700, so well done to
everyone involved and let’s see if we can make the next one
even better. Although it is nice to raise this money, the main
reason for holding the Gala is to bring the village closer
together and have a fun day which is enjoyable for all age
groups, which I feel was achieved if you look at the pictures
on the Gallery on our Website:- www.sandbankcdt.org.uk
The number of people who attended was at a record level
so our fame and popularity is spreading for what is fast
becoming ‘the’ community event. We try to add something
different each year so if you have any ideas to contribute or
want to get involved in any way whatsoever give me a ring
on 701030, and don’t leave it too late as we will be starting
to plan next year’s Gala early in the New Year.

As previously mentioned we are looking at Fund Raising
events and our latest venture was to hold a Wine Tasting
Night in the Village Hall on Friday 29th October which
turned out to be a tremendous success. A fantastic night
was had by all who attended and over £1000 was raised, so
a big thank you needs to go to the team who organised that
event which does take considerable time and effort. I hope
that this could become a regular fixture as what better way is
there of raising funds than people having fun and enjoying
themselves at the same time.

The Bird-Hide at Broxwood has been well visited
throughout the summer months and now has an interpretation
panel at the entrance and feedback suggests that both locals
and visitors are happy with the project. We hope to have
remedied the cause of the footpaths becoming flooded, and
will continue to monitor the situation. If anyone has any
further suggestions for this area around Broxwood please
contact any Trust Director or Community Councillor so that
we can look into your suggestions.

We held our AGM in August this year where Robert
McSeveney decided that now was the time to stand down
as a Director of the Trust as well as other groups that he
had been involved with. Our Chair, Finlay Currie, thanked
Robert, on behalf of us all, for all of the service he had given
not just to the Trust but to the village as a whole.

The first phase of the Play Park Project is just about
finished apart from some minor issues. The multi-sports court
seems to be well used going by reports that have reached us
so far, so it appears that we have got that part of the project
right. The plans have had to be re-jigged to accommodate the
equipment and pathways for Phase 2 and we have applied
for further funding and hope to hear whether we have been
successful around February.

We also received positive feedback about the way that the
local contractors who we are leasing Ardnadam Car park to,
are communicating with the community as a whole about
their future plans.
We are planning to have a recruitment drive in the New
Year to see if we can increase the number of members we
have in the Trust. You will appreciate that the more members
we have the more likely we will be in successfully attracting
funding for the many projects we are endeavouring to
undertake.
Recently we have seen some of our projects start to come
to fruition and with a larger membership I feel that we can
achieve even more.

Our most ambitious project to date has had plans drawn
up so that we can consult with the public about a cycle path
and walkway from Western Ferries through Sandbank and
linking up with Kilmun. We will report more on this as the
project rolls out, but watch this space!

The Trust has had to give a commitment that we will fund
up to 10% of the costs for phase 2 so we will be looking to
holding further fund raising events to achieve this. Again if
anyone out there has any ideas or wants to get involved please
don’t be shy and make contact as above.

John Massey, Company Secretary
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Sandbank Community Development Trust Website
One other aspect of our new site is building a community
website were anyone in the village can advertise events,
make public announcements, view and submit photographs
to our online Sandbank picture gallery. If you have any
relevant pictures you would like to add please email them
to info@sandbankcdt.org.uk and we will gladly post them.
In particular, the Trust is very keen on promoting our village
history and heritage and if you have any old photos we can
arrange for them to be safely scanned into an electronic
format.
Sandbank Community Development Trust wants to hear
your views on our projects and proposals we are currently
working on. You can find all the info online and provide
feedback via the site. We have set up a guest book so any
visitors can leave comments about the site or the Trust. Just
look for the “Guest Book” link on our homepage.

Your Community Website

This year the Development Trust decided to transform its
website to get more updated information out to the Sandbank
Community and beyond about the work the Trust do. The
new website can be found at www.sandbankcdt.org.uk

As the website is a community asset, I would urge you
all to get involved. Suggestions for site content are always
welcome and appreciated. By working together we can build
up the website and the profile of our village. In this electronic
world it is essential Sandbank has a web presence.

The website includes details of Trust Projects, Local
Information, Picture Gallery, Minutes archive, back issues of
the Sandbank Scene, Guest Book, Contact details and info
on how to get involved with the Trust.

If you do want something added please get in touch, it
won’t cost you anything and we do all the work!

With Thanks. David Boyd

As well as covering the business of the Trust and the
projects we have carried out and are working on, the website
is host to the Community Council, were you can find minutes
of Community Council meetings and contact details.

webmaster@sandbankcdt.org.uk

www.sandbankcdt.org.uk

FERGUSLIE
GARAGE

The Coylet Inn

Mechanical, Electrical
and Welding to all
types of vehicles

Wishes a Merry Christmas to all our customers
Designated Drivers Drink Coke free in December
Wednesday Steak Deal
Rump Steak, homemade chips & side salad
AND a dessert for £9.95

Home cooked Sunday Roast EVERY Sunday!

Servicing/MOT
Preparation, Brakes,
Steering, Suspension
TIMING BELTS SUPPLIED
AND FITTED
All work Fully Guaranteed

Offers available lunchtime & evening,
booking advisable.

Free Estimates
and Advice

Friday Fish Suppers

Fresh haddock in our own beer batter,
homemade chips, side salad and homemade
chunky tartare sauce.
2 for £10.
Choice of 2 meats, home made yorkie, roasties,
fresh veg, honey glazed parsnips and proper gravy!

Tel 01369 840426
www.coyletinn.co.uk

Tel: (01369) 706868
Ferguslie Street, Sandbank, Dunoon
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Sandbank Community Sandbank Coffee Shop
is at the centre of the
50:50 DRAW
Cycling Map!!
WILL YOU BE THE NEXT What a busy day we had in the Coffee Shop
the Gala came to the marina back in
✪ LUCKY WINNER ✪ when
sunny June!! It has also been great to see so

The profits from the 50:50 draw this summer have allowed
us to purchase more new plants, maintain our planters
and to start preparing them for winter. Three new wooden
planters were purchased from the A&B Council work
project at Kirn to replace the wooden barrels at Lazaretto
Point (two beyond use and one damaged). If you can
think of any projects for the village, please contact one
of your Community Councillors and we can look at it for
the New Year.
The Sandbank Scene incurs high costs which are
subsidised by Sandbank Community Council through the
50:50 profits. We have great support from local businesses
who advertise with us however the printing costs are high
and we must meet the shortfall. We need your support to
continue with village improvements, to make donations to
local good causes and to continue producing the Scene.
New members to the monthly draw are always
welcome and you will have much better odds with us than
the National Lottery! The draw is held at the Community
Council meetings on the last Wednesday of the month
and the lucky winners’ names are posted on the Village
hall noticeboard and at the Post Office. We currently have
160 members in the 50:50 draw and current prize money is
£35, £25 and £15 for 1st, 2nd and 3rd prize respectively.
The cost is only £1 per month paid annually or biannually. There is no further involvement required and you
will be making a worthwhile contribution to your village.
Your Community Councillors will collect the money in
June and December.
If you would like to join the 50:50 draw please send
the following information to our treasurer: Your name,
address, and a cheque for £6 (bi-annual contribution) or £12
(annual contribution). Send to: Chris Talbot, 12 McKinlay’s
Quay, Sandbank, PA23 8NZ or if you prefer contact one
of your local Community Councillors whose details can
be found below.
Remember, you have much more chance of winning the
50:50 than the National Lottery and the more people who
join, the bigger the monthly prizes! More importantly you
will be contributing to your local community and giving
support to the volunteers who work tirelessly to make
Sandbank a better place to live.

many local folk coming in all year round and of
course lots of the sailing club gang regularly
pop in for the latest in boating chat. Lots of
cyclists doing Lands End to John O’Groats trips
have been popping in which really surprised us
until we asked why. Apparently, if you want
to avoid the A9 and some very long hills then
you should cycle via Sandbank, Oban and Fort
William.
We have recently updated our website and
now have a Facebook page so you can keep up
to date with menu changes and special offers
the high tech way! Why not visit our website at
www.holylochcoffeeshop.com
We would like to wish you all a Happy New Year
and look forward to serving you great coffee in
2011!

The Place to be in Sandbank
Delicious Home Baking, Fair Trade & Organic Products,
Outdoor Seating, Wi-Fi Access and Parking
Just along the road from Dunoon and
Hunters Quay at Holy Loch Marina, Sandbank

OPEN 7 DAYS ALL WINTER
www.holylochcoffeeshop.com

Serious About Selling Property
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Mrs Halls Retires

Mrs Halls attended Chester Teacher Training College
and qualified as a teacher in 1968. Following her marriage
in 1970 she moved to Scotland and lived in a cottage by the
Golden Gates at Benmore. She worked at Strone Primary for
15 years and then moved onto Dunoon Primary where she
was assistant headteacher in charge of infants. She worked
at Dunoon Primary for 8 years before taking the post of
headteacher at Sandbank, which had at that time 72 pupils
in the school following the departure of the American Navy
the year before.
The pupils marked her retirement by hosting a “This is
Your Life” on her last day which included colleagues she had
worked with in the past and a video made by the children
detailing some of their favourite memories – many of
which seemed to include her “dancing” at the regular school
discos!
She received gifts from parents, pupils and colleagues
which included a painting she particularly admired, a digital
camera, Euros to spend when abroad on her travels and a
beautiful wood carving of an otter with the school logo on
the stump created by Andy MacLachan, local wood carver
and parent. The children had made two wall hangings from
recycled materials, which were presented to Mrs Halls, one
large which hangs in the
school vestibule and a
smaller replica which is
hers to keep as a memento
of her time at the school.
These wall hangings are
also a reminder that Mrs
Halls was the driving force
in gaining 3 Green Flags
for the school showing its
commitment to all ECO
related matters.
Mrs Halls will be irreplaceable as a Headteacher,
irreplaceable as a colleague and irreplaceable as a friend. Her
colleagues, pupils and friends all wish her a very long and
happy retirement.
Linda Ballard

On 1st October 2010 Joni Halls retired as headteacher of
Sandbank Primary. Mrs Halls joined Sandbank following
the retirement of Derrick Parlane in 1992. She very quickly
immersed herself in all things Sandbank and developed a
school to be extremely proud of.
She always put the school first and worked tirelessly to
make it the establishment it is today – a school to be proud
of and a vibrant part of the village community.
Mrs Halls unstintingly led by example, never expecting
anything of her staff or pupils that she wouldn’t do herself. She
would try anything that might benefit her school, her staff or
her pupils, like spending a weekend relaying the turf on the
football field and motivating some of the more insane staff,
parents and pupils to help her or spending another weekend
travelling to England to collect a load of surplus computers
because they could be put to better use at Sandbank School.
She always put her school first and would take on, and
challenge, anyone who unjustly criticised Sandbank primary
- be they a parent, an education officer or an HMI Inspection
team.
Over the years Mrs Halls developed the school to include
the Gaelic Medium Unit and the Pre-5 Nursery both of which
through their success are a testament to her commitment to
the education of all young people in the area. In addition
she took on the role of co-ordinator for all headteachers in
Cowal.
Mrs Halls brought an energy to the school which through
the years inspired and developed a team of dedicated teachers
and staff who are as loyal and dedicated as she was to the
profession.

TUCKER’S
TAXIS
Your Local Taxi Company

William Wallace - the name you can rely on!









Central Heating Installation
Plumbing Services
Electrical Work
Gas Heating Servicing
Oil Heating Servicing
LPG Heating Servicing
Kitchens and Bathrooms
24 Hour emergency Service
for leaks and burst pipes

  

6 AND 4 SEATERS
AVAILABLE
( Call Anytime Day Or Night (

William

WALLACE
& Son

PLUMBING • HEATING • ELECTRICAL

Home: 01369 701710
Mobile: 0796 715 2802

The number to call…

01369 702143

Highland Avenue, Sandbank Industrial Estate, Dunoon
A division of Stewart McNee (Dunoon) Ltd
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Supporting Red Squirrels in
Your Garden

that if greys are discovered we can
react quicker. This area is the pinch
point for the Cowal peninsula.
Further to this we are now
working in conjunction with the
Squirrel officer in expanding the
area to include Arrochar and
Succoth with feeder surveys which
will ultimately lead to a trapping
plan to remove greys from the
area.
This area is seen as the ‘pinch
point’ to stop the incursion of Greys
into the Cowal area and is part of
the national strategy which our
group are involved in.
© Jan Ferguson
Now that we have a named
Stronghold site in Cowal it is of utmost importance that this
work is carried out.
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Many people are still lucky
enough to have red squirrels visit
their gardens. This provides an
excellent opportunity to help
encourage local populations of
reds. There are several ways of doing
this ranging from providing food,
creating habitat features, to simply
keeping us informed of the squirrels
you see.
In the summer edition of the
Scene this was how the article
started and I have had quite a few
calls from people recently saying
that the squirrels that usually visited
their gardens had vanished and that they were quite worried.
If there has been a good harvest of wild foodstuffs, like there
has been this year, the need for squirrels to visit your gardens
has lessened as nature is providing for their needs. This can be
normal at this time of the year so I shouldn’t be too worried
as it gives you the opportunity to clean out and carry out any
repairs needed to your feeders in preparation for the forthcoming
winter. I hope that this is the reason for absence of squirrels in
your gardens and would like to take this opportunity to thank
those of you who have phoned in their concerns.
If the squirrels do not start to come back by spring, please let
me know as there may be other reasons as well.
When the Shore road, in Sandbank, was closed earlier this
year due to subsidence unfortunately the numbers of road deaths
increased due to traffic diversion, so again I would urge motorists
to kill your speed rather than a squirrel.
The group continued with its activities throughout the
summer months and we feel that we had another successful
year.

Pine Cone Transects

We continued with our annual survey on Beinn Laggan and
found that some of our transects had been felled since last year
so we are now having talks with F.C.S. to find out their future
plans so that we can select more suitable transects. Results from
the survey shows that the area is still supporting a good number
of red squirrels and that they are not stationary in one part of
the forest. The longer we continue to monitor this, the greater
our understanding of the habits of red squirrels becomes, which
is important as this is part of our Stronghold Site.

Squirrel Hides

We are looking into raising funds or sponsorship to
erect Squirrel Hides at various points throughout Cowal to
supplement the ones at Ardentinny and Glenbranter. Areas
currently being looked at are Castle Toward, Cormonachan
Woods at Loch Goil, Bishop’s Glen and Ardgarten Visitor
Centre. If this is successful it will give visitors the chance to see
the squirrels within their natural habitat.

Road Show

Donation

Our ‘Road-Show’ visited community events from April to
date and we are due to finish off the season at the Bio-Diversity
event at Hunter’s Quay Holiday Village on the 30th November.
This is where we interact with the public and try to gain more
volunteers and people interested in conservation of all wildlife,
so if there is anything you want to know about conservation
please come along to any of the events.

We have just been contacted to say that an organisation
formerly known as ‘Friend’s of Loch Lomond’ have collected
donations from visitors and wish to present £100 to our group
so I will send them a thank you for this donation.
I would like to thank all of the people who have turned up
to our events, reported sightings or just phoned up with their
queries, the contact is 701030 to speak to myself or 705300
for expert advice from Jim Downie our local National Park
Ranger.
John Massey
Secretary, Cowal Red Squirrel Group

Feeder Box Surveys

Another area of success has been the feeder box surveys that
we have been carrying out in the Ardgarten/Glen Croe area
with another group of volunteers. We purchased 5 field portable
microscopes to aid us in identifying squirrel hairs in the field so

Save Money
and Make
Money
Save Money
with the
new with the
newSHOPPING
SHOPPING GENIE
GENIE
What is it?
What is it?

It’sIt’sa aFREE
ves time
FREEcomputer
computerapplication
applicationthat
thatsasaves
time& &money
moneyononInternet
shopping
product searches
. I nsearches.
2 mins install
the appinstall
FOR FREE
internet&shopping
& product
In 2 minutes
the appand
saFOR
ve money
& time
when
istmas shopping.
FREE and
save
timeChr
& money
when Christmas shopping.

Everything you need for your Home
& Garden.
Look out for our monthly promotion leaflet.

Call Iain on 01369 704860 or mobile 07887 793274

1. Call Iain on 07887 793274 or Shirle y on 07583 871738 fo r yo ur
(Interested in a second income? For further information please call either number above.)
free installation; test drive it yo ur self

Walkers Mica, 361 Argyll St., Dunoon. Tel: 704003
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Argyll Holidays promoting sustainable tourism

we have been looking at every aspect of our organisation, from
renewable energy to reducing our packaging. Over the past
two years we have continued to reduce our CO² contribution
by 360,000 kg per annum by installing energy saving lighting
throughout our parks. This year we have successfully reduced
our packaging and chemical use within our housekeeping
department by 80% and have installed a cardboard compactor
at Drimsynie Estate. Only in the last month we installed pool
covers at Hunters Quay, reducing heat loss and dehumidification
needs by a huge percentage.
We aim to continue to work diligently to minimize our waste
stream, and are consistently pursuing and improving on the latest
advancements in conservation techniques and technology to
ensure the responsible expenditure of resources.’
Demand for renewable energy continues to remain high
profile in the media, with all of us being encouraged to look
at alternative, sustainable ways to produce energy. However,
the championing of renewable energy is not a new concept for
the Campbell family. Early vision on the part of the Directors,
over twenty years ago, saw the installation of a small scale hydro
scheme at Lochgoilhead. The scheme has successfully serviced
the whole of Drimsynie Estate with electricity since, and today
it continues to produce ‘green energy’ with excess production
being fed back into the national grid.
Looking to the future - the company is actively seeking
alternative sources of sustainable fuel for heating on the holiday
parks, with biomass as a substitute for oil being one option.
Jackie McBurney – Environmental Co-ordinator
Argyll Holidays.
Contact Jackie.mcburney@gmail.com

Everything on the planet leaves a ‘living trace’ simply by just
being.
In our role as humans we all have to cook, eat and get from A
to B. This in itself is simply part of normal survival and doesn’t
differ that much from our other mammal cousins.
What does differ is that, as humans, we have the power of
reasoning. This enables us to assess how our individual behaviour
influences the impact we make on the environment.
The ‘Ecological Footprint’ has emerged as the world’s measure
of humanity’s demand on nature.
I could rattle on about global warming, over population
or greed, but I am simply going to say that we are, without a
doubt, using the world’s resources faster than the planet can
replenish them.
I like to compare the scenario to a vegetable garden. You plant
enough vegetables to comfortably sustain a family of four for
a year. Oops, your family grows. You have two choices - either
continue to use your vegetables as you have done, and run out
in six months, or you reduce your use and last out the year. I for
one would choose the latter.
Of course we are not talking about a garden of vegetables;
we are talking about world resources. However, the principal
is the same for any conservation issue; use only enough to last
the course.
I have been known to came out with all sorts of ‘coothie’
(As my husband describes them) sayings. One I heard lately by
Edmund Burke was ‘Frugality is founded on the principal that
all riches have limits’ this was written nearly three hundred years
ago so conservation is not a new notion.
We all have a responsibility to monitor and act upon any
impact we have on our environment with businesses and other
organisations continuing to measure, monitor and reduce their
impacts.
While conservation is a personal passion for me, my ‘day job’
with Argyll Holidays, fords me a little pride in that passion,
David Bellamy has named the company as ‘natural winners’ in
his annual awards for Britain’s champions for green tourism.
The world-famous botanist said that each of our seven parks,
were found to be meeting the highest standards of conservation
practice and awareness.
Keith Campbell, Director of Argyll Holidays, is ‘extremely
proud’ to have been awarded this special accolade from Professor
Bellamy’ and is looking forward to continuing to enhance the
range of proactive environmental practices being carried out
on all of the holiday parks. To quote Keith, ‘becoming greener
involves a whole new way of thinking throughout a company’

MARINE WIRING REPAIRS AND INSTALLATIONS

• General wiring repairs and fault finding.
• Engine wiring harnesses repaired and manufactured to spec.
• Split charging systems designed and installed.
• Instrument and switch panels supplied and manufactured.
• Eberspacher & Webasto heaters repaired, serviced and installed.
• Charging and starting systems tested and repaired.
• Alternators and starter motors supplied and reconditioned.
• Engine start and auxiliary batteries supplied, fitted and tested.
• Specialist marine electrical parts supplied.
• Shore supplies tested and installed.
• Navigation and saloon lighting repaired and installed.

Combining traditional skills
with innovative ideas

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • MAINTENANCE & REPAIR
Extensions • Property Alterations • New Build Homes • Joinery
Electrical • Plumbing • Heating • Roofing • Groundworks

Design and Estimating

137 John Street, Dunoon, Argyll, PA23 7BL
Contact: Billy Earley Tel: 01369 701555
Email: premier.auto@btconnect.com

Highland Avenue, Sandbank Business Park, Dunoon PA23 8PB
Tel: 01369 702578 Fax: 01369 706315
E: enquiry@stewartmcnee.co.uk
www.stewartmcnee.com
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Sandbank Primary

Princess and the Pea

The pre 5 and infant classes to conclude the topic they have been
doing on traditional tales, held a Wedding Feast to celebrate
the marriage of the Prince and Princess from the Princess and
the Pea. The children planned the whole event and made all the
decorations and food. The wedding guests had a great time.

Gaelic Drama

The senior Gaelic class are presently doing a Gaelic play with
Fèisean nan Gàidheal. As part of the project the pupils have
been given the opportunity to learn about sound effects, using
their voice, developing characters and recording. The play which
they are presently recording will be broadcast on BBC Radio
nan Gàidheal sometime in the near future.

Plastic Bottle Greenhouse

The school is presently collecting plastic bottles. When they
have collected enough they will be used to build a Plastic
Bottle Greenhouse. These greenhouses are very successful and
a good way to encourage us to recycle materials. The pupils are
hoping to begin to build the greenhouse in the New Year and
would appreciate any support that they can get. If you have 2
litre plastic bottles please send them to the school where they
will be put to good use.

Children In Need

The pupils and staff of Sandbank Primary School came to
school in their pyjamas on Friday 19th November not because
they had all slept in but to raise money for Children in Need.
The GMU primary 3 /4 class organised the event and pupils
had an opportunity to match staff to their teddies, play Bingo
as well as relax in their pyjamas. The whole school enjoyed the
day and they raised £170 for this very worthwhile cause.

Clothes Bank

This has proven to be very successful and we have just emptied
it for the third time raising just under £100 for school funds.
Unfortunately some people appear to be helping themselves
to the clothing so until we get a more secure bin we would
appreciate it if you have clothes to recycle that you hand them
into the school office.

Theatre

The Nursery recently went to the Theatre Royal in Glasgow
to see Room on a Broom. They sat right at the front and had
a great time. The most memorable part appeared to be when
the Red Dragon chased the Witch.

Comann nam
Parant a’Choimhall

Sandbank PTA

The Sandbank PTA in conjunction with the school through
fundraising efforts have, purchased two new Eco Picnic
Benches for the school. The PTA raise funds to allow the
children to benefit from special events such as, the annual
Christmas Pantomime and to buy items for the school that are
not included in the school budget. We hold events throughout
the year in association with the school such as, the October
and spring discos, and the Christmas and disco raffles.
Special thanks should go to Ian McNee, of local building
contractors Stewart McNee (Dunoon) Ltd, who kindly
installed the benches for us.

The Gaelic after school club has been going from strength
to strength recently with £1000 funding given by Bord na
Gaidhlig.
An invitation went out to all parents and their children
in the Gaelic unit to come along to the first open day
on November 25th. We also invited those who might
be interested in their children attending Gaelic medium
education to come along. On display were photos and crafts
of some of the activities the children have been taking part
in. Also on display was the new logo for the club which will
be printed on polo shirts for the kids.
Furthermore the children could try some Tae Qwan-Do
with a Gaelic speaking instructor and crafts. It is thanks to
the commitment of the Gaelic teachers, assistant teacher and
pre-five teacher and the funding from Bord na Gaidhlig that
Sandbank Primary School can run such a successful after
school club. This is so important for the kids to feel that
Gaelic is not just for the classroom.
Comann nam Parant a’Choimhall is a local parent group
with children in Gaelic medium education. If you are
interested in Gaelic education for your child or you are a
Gaelic speaker we would love to hear from you. You can email
charmainedunoon@aol.com or text 07706943488.
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Sandbank Scouts

Shortly after my last report the Cub Scouts had an adventure
day at Lapwing Lodge thanks to a kind donation from a
member of Sandbank Church. We decided to utilise the
donation to take the Cubs away for a day and contribute to
their badge work by experiencing kayaking and archery as
well as having fun on their day at Lapwing.
We ended our first year with a Family Day at Glenkin
where we enjoyed outdoor games and activities, a barbeque
and a camp fire where the Beaver Scouts gave us a rendering
of their new songs learned at the Argyll District Day they
had previously attended.
The Beaver Scout Colony expanded rapidly after the
summer break with eight new Beaver Scouts turning up
which is a fantastic boost to our numbers. We also have two
of their dads staying on a Monday night to help Scott run the
colony. A few Activity Badges have already been gained and
Challenge Badges are also appearing on their uniforms.
The Cub Scout Pack is low on numbers with only six young
people at the moment so if there are any eight to ten and a half
year old children out there who would like to have fun, gain
new skills and badges, then contact us or come along to the
Church Hall on a Monday night. Despite our low numbers
these young people are working on and gaining their various
badges and in the next few months some Beaver Scouts will
be moving up to the Cub Pack.
At the moment we are unable to run a Scout troop due to
lack of numbers and leaders. However having communicated
with the new leaders in the Dunoon Group I have been able
to set up a link where our Cub Scouts can progress to Dunoon
Scout Troop and will have more opportunity to develop their
Scouting skills and then hopefully, as Explorer Scouts, return
to Sandbank as Young Leaders. We are short of leaders and
if you feel you can help, in any way, please contact me.
Both sections have been busy since starting in
September:
Terry came along for two weeks to help both the Beavers
and the Cubs to learn more about first aid and helped them
all gain their “Emergency Aid Badge”.

This was closely followed by Ross, from the Coastguard
Service, who kept the children spellbound as he explained
about his work and equipment then reinforced first aid and
safety, especially water safety.
We had an international food tasting evening where the
young people experienced tastes from six different countries
as well as finding out more about these countries.
Some children attended Church with us on Remembrance
Sunday and a few more joined us at the Lazaretto Point
service, we greatly appreciated their attendance and it also
contributed to their badge work
A simple cooking evening and a magnets and circuits
evening were supplied by some of our parent helpers, Rhona,
Fraser and Elliot.
Once more we are eternally grateful to you, the parents, the
Church and the community, for your help and support and a
special thanks to Terry and Ross for all their help.
Finally I would like to thank the adults from the ‘closed’
Strone Beaver Scouts who donated their excess funds to our
group. This is greatly appreciated – thank you.
Beth Aitken (GSL)

U STORE

Furniture storage
compartments available at
“Ellangowan”, Cromlech Road,
Sandbank, from £10 weekly.

Tel: (01369) 701024
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Sandbank Senior
Citizens Club

In these difficult times and with the dismal news coverage,
why not come along to our club, be entertained, forget all your
worries and more importantly meet new friends.
During our forthcoming events for 2011 we will have a
Burns afternoon, a St Patrick’s Day Party and much more.
The club also organises a coach trip and this year for the first
time we will be having a visit to the theatre.

When you read this article we will be halfway through our
season, which has been very eventful. I would like to thank
all the groups and entertainers who have given their valuable
time to come along to our club and bring a heartwarming
smile to us all especially while the winter months appear.

As I mentioned, our emphasis is to entertain and it is
difficult to find new acts however for the first time at the club
we will be welcoming C.L.A.S.S (Cowal Ladies As Saloon
Singers) a female barbers quartet.
If you would like to find out more about our club please
feel free to give me a call on 704062 or our secretary David
Moore on 702858.

Margaret Ferguson
President

UPPER COWAL
BOWLING CLUB

The club closed in late September after another
extremely successful season. The men’s section managed
to reach the last eight of the Top Ten, losing at this
stage to Gilmerton Bowling Club from Edinburgh,
who went on to win the competition. Despite the loss
it was a memorable day for the club with the visitors
bringing so many supporters and the weather being so
good. The gents also managed to win the Hislop League
again but it was a close call with it all coming down to
the last bowl in the last match. They also gave a good
account of themselves in the county competitions, Cowal
Championships and the Dunoon Tournament.

When you read our syllabus you will find that our emphasis
has been on entertainment. It takes a lot of effort and time
to organise but the committee take it in their stride to make
the afternoons enjoyable for everyone.

We also have a lunch club before each meeting which is
highly recommended and I would like to thank our Chef, Fergie
who has provided a varied menu throughout the year.

Plant Sales & Hire
Unit 1, Highland Avenue,
Sandbank Business Park,
Dunoon PA23 8PB

The ladies section had their share of success as well by
winning the Argyll and Bute fours, the Centenary singles
and pairs and having the District 17 singles winner. They
were also runners up in the county Top Ten final.
Continuing with their considerable successes of last
year both sections had numerous wins in local invitation
competitions.
With the season over, the club held their presentation
of prizes in the village hall and after the president (Helen
McVicar) had presented the cups, everyone enjoyed a
very sociable evening. This was a fitting completion of
the season and we now look forward to next season.
Peter Pullen
Secretary

Tel/Fax: 01369 703 781
Mobile: 07287 843 081
Email: alan@amplanthire.co.uk
14

Sandbank Church

Sandbank WRI

Christmas is a busy time for our church. On 28th November
we hosted a Christingle service. Our congregation were
joined by members of Kirn Parish Church and St. John’s.

The new session began in September with the President
welcoming the members to the 2010/11 meetings. The
speaker was Kirsty Lauder, a beauty therapist, who works
within the “Beauty Box” Dunoon. Two of our ladies had
a hands-on demonstration, one an eyebrow wax, another
an eyelash tint. Kirsty’s enthusiasm for her work shone
through and she was able to relate some humorous
stories.

After the morning service on the 12th December a large
number of our members and friends will proceed to the
Upper Cowal Bowling Club to enjoy Christmas lunch. It
is twenty one years since the church’s Christmas lunches
were inaugurated and thanks to the good efforts of Mrs
Ann Dewar and her helper’s, they continue to be as popular
as ever.

At the October meeting Mrs. Jenny Chaplin, author,
indeed a very successful writer, was the speaker for the
evening. She was brought up in Govan and after qualifying
as an English teacher travelled extensively.

The highlights of our
Christmas celebrations
and what makes Christmas
special for many in
Sandbank is the Christmas
Eve service. The atmosphere
in the church is one of
expectation and anticipation
and the joy of Christmas is almost palpable. Although the
service is always well attended it is never less disappointing
to think that a large number of villages are missing out
on a very special occasion. Even if you are not a regular
churchgoer or even if you have never attended a regular
church service why not come along at 7pm on Christmas
Eve and experience the peace, joy and hope of Christmas
for yourself.

The November meeting took the form of a St. Andrews
meeting where the entertainment had been arranged
by Frank McCamley from Skelmorlie. Neighbouring
institutes joined us for the evening.
December 14th, our Christmas night, will see us at the
Holy Loch Inn enjoying some festive fayre.

Sandbank WRI meets on the last Tuesday in the
Village Hall and Sandbank WRI country dance group
meets on the other Tuesdays at 7.30 in the Village Hall.
Do come along as you will be made most welcome and
I’m sure you’ll enjoy the evening.
Isobel Collier
President

David Lyall

Cromlech

W h i s tl efi el d I n n

Laundry Services
Cromlech Road Sandbank PA23 8PZ
tel: 01369 706256
mob: 07760 317231

Bookings now being taken for
Christmas Day £36.95

&

Christmas Fayre
12th–24th Dec
2 Course Lunch £14.95
3 Course Lunch £17.95

Merry Christmas to all our customers

Christmas Fayre
opening hours

BIG ENOUGH TO COPE –
SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE

Sunday – Thursday
12.30pm – late

FREE LOCAL PICK-UP/DELIVERY
SERVICE WASH OR FULL
LAUNDRY SERVICE AVAILABLE,
WASH DRY AND IRON

Friday and Saturday
12.30 – Later

SHIRT SERVICE
DUVETS

Dinner £24.95

www.cromlechlaundryservices.co.uk

(Office Parties Welcome!)

Taking away your
wash day blues

Whistlefield Inn
Lock Eck
PA23 8SG
01369 860 440
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Saving Money and Energy

Children at Sandbank primary school have also
been getting involved in the project, drawing
pictures for the Sandbank Goes Green banner.

As part of the Community Futures Goes Green
project, Sandbank Goes Green is one of eight active
communities working to help local people have
warmer homes and more affordable electric, gas
and oil bills. There’s still time for you to take up the
special insulation offers available.

To find out more, call your local Energy Saving
Scotland advice centre on 0800 512 012. The advice
centre can give you free impartial information and
support to help you stop wasting energy, access
the cheapest insulation offers in your area, tell
you if you are eligible for free insulation, and
about options for generating your own heat and
electricity.

Community Futures Goes Green Home Energy
Assessors visited 500 homes in Sandbank over the
summer months. Of the 350 households that our
assessors talked to:
• t wo thirds wanted to find out how to improve
the energy efficiency of their home

Sandbank Goes Green can also help you find
out where you are using the most electricity at
home. Contact John Massey, your local community
champion, for a loan of an easy-to-use Energy
Monitor: phone: 01369 701030 or email: sandbank@
changeworks.org.uk. One user said: “I would
recommend the monitor to everyone. It has really
made me think about my energy usage.”

• just under a third were interested in getting free
or discounted improvements, such as loft or
cavity wall insulation, and
• a
 fifth were interested in learning more about
installing home renewables, such as solar
panels.

Something different for Christmas?

For Affordable Art visit Marina Gallery & Gift Shop
Holy Loch Marina Dunoon

for Conway Paintings & Prints,
Bangles & Ball Gowns,
Silver & Crystal jewellery

Order a Personal Astrology Character Profile or
Book a Tarot reading as personal as your DNA with

“My Weekly Resident Psychic Astrologer”

Soraya

(readings can be carried out over the phone - distance is no object)

Gift Vouchers Available

Open daily 10 - 4.30 except wed
Tel: 01369 706424

The Men in Green: our friendly Home Energy Assessors

Web: www.conwayart.co.uk
Web: www.soraya.co.uk

Caladh Funeral
Services

HOLY LOCH MARINA - SANDBANK - DUNOON
Tel: 01369 706424
www.marina-gallery.co.uk
www.soraya.co.uk

Independent Local Funeral Directors:ARTHUR DOMINICK & JOANNA HUNTER
Professional caring 24 hour service

Tel: (01369) 707000
Private Chapel of Rest
(Agents for Pre-paid Funeral Plans)

Martin Conway Artist, Illustrator
& Marine Historian— Commissions Welcome

57 Marine Parade, Kirn, Dunoon PA23 8HF
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Holy Loch Sailing Club

member of the Royal Clyde Yacht Club and later as a flag
officer of the Royal Northern Yacht Club before moving
back to the Holy Loch and benefiting the local sailing
club with his hard work and experience. Both these men
are irreplaceable and sadly missed but have set a standard
for us all to strive for.
So, where is the club heading in 2011? Well, the Annual
General Meeting takes place in February and all members
and potential members would be well advised to attend
and acquire a feel for, and help to formulate the future
direction of the club. It is hard to imagine the club being
in a better state than it is just now but that is because
the present administration are always striving for new
ideals and it looks likely that Sandbank will be the venue
for next year’s Scottish Flying Fifteen Championships
which will be a good boost for this enthusiastic class. The
continued growth of larger yachts to the racing scene is
also anticipated and with club treasurer, Brendan Wallace,
recently buying a single handed Moth class dinghy which
literally “flies” on a hydrofoil the dinghy class looks likely
to reach new “heights” in the coming year, too.
So it only remains for the club members of the Holy
Loch Sailing Club to thank all the residents of Sandbank
for their support (and tolerance when the starting canons
are being fired!) and to wish you all a very Happy Christmas
and lots of fun in whatever activities you are involved in
during the coming year.
Bob Donaldson

With the 2010 sailing season now well
behind us and the coming year in the near horizon,
it is probably a good time to reminisce on the successes of
the local sailing club over the past year and look forward
to the season ahead.
New Commodore Iain Hurrel has stepped into the
hot seat with customary ease and in typical style led
from the front with his imaginative thoughts and ideas
which have added a freshness to the already high profile
the club has enjoyed over recent years. Apart from the
domestic programme of Wednesday night Series races,
interspersed by odd weekend events such as the annual race
to the Gantocks and back, the club also played host to the
Scottish Flying Fifteen fleet and the local Clyde Pipers in
separate weekend events which were very successful. Dan
Challis and Kirsten Shaughnessy did the Holy Loch’s
reputation no harm at all in May when they won the
Scottish Classic Flying Fifteen Championships at Loch
Lomond and Dougie Campbell, his wife Justine and Iain
Guthrie took the Piper World title at Gourock in August,
both very significant achievements for a small club. In the
club racing, the trophies were well spread out in all the
classes which is a good indication of the general wellbeing
of the organisation and enthusiasm which abounds at the
present time.
One class which is showing a very healthy increase
in numbers is the “White Sail “ class for cruising yachts
whose crews feel like taking a closer part in the club’s
activities and these competitors have proved every bit as
competitive as the more race orientated Flying Fifteen and
Piper classes. Although there has been a bit of a dearth in
the number of dinghy sailors for the past few years, Neil
Wilson is persevering to good effect with the younger
members and there are signs of resurgence in the dinghy
classes as a result.
One of Commodore Hurrel’s more ambitious ventures
this year was not only to lead his enthusiastic committee’s
organisation of the annual open regatta in September but
to also sponsor the event through his own Company and
consequently, the Marineblast Regatta has emerged on
the national sailing calendars to replace the longstanding
and much appreciated support which local insulations
firm, GTi , supplied previously. The Regatta this year was
a great success, bucking the trends of other local regattas
on the Clyde with increased entries, and the newly and
purposely injected informality on the social side was well
received by the competitors and bodes well for next year’s
“Marine Blast”.
Things have not been all “sweetness and light” in the
club, however, during 2010 as it’s members have had to
mourn the passing of two ex Commodores who gave much
of their time, enthusiasm and experience to local sailing
and the many people who benefit from it. Peter Collyer was
the last living founder member of the Cowal Sailing Club
in 1947 which later merged with the longer established
Holy Loch sailing Club in 1953, and during his life he
built up a well respected reputation as a marine engineer,
boat builder and sailor which will remain for many years.
Robin Reid, too, had a long standing reputation as a

YOUR NEW TRAVEL AGENT
RIGHT HERE IN SANDBANK

Please contact us on

01369 707408

www.totalholidayexperience.com

THE holiday
of a lifetime
Total Holiday Experience Ltd., Agency No: S7881. Reg. Office GT House, Sandbank Business Park,
Dunoon, Argyll, PA23 8PB. We act as The Global Travel Group plc in connection with the sale of
travel products. Unless specified as the operator, the Global Travel Group plc is the agent of ATOL
Protected Tour Operators and other principals.
Directors: H. Thomson & D. Merrick Registered in Scotland no. SC333333 VAT Number: 922 081 747
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Sandbank Village Hall
It’s that time of the year again and the Christmas lights and decorations were
put up at the end of November to get everyone into the festive mood. The
Children’s Christmas Party will be on the 13th December 2010 where once
again our old favourite Father Christmas will be along to see the children and
the adults. We are holding a Spring Concert on the 5th March 2011 to raise
funds for the hall. A great night will be had, so don’t miss it! Please come along
and see the local talent. We have had another great year again for hall rentals
which keeps the committee on
their toes. We have a variety of
events and activities throughout the year so have a look below to
see if anything takes your interest. If you would like to hire the
hall, bookings can be made as normal through Mrs Betty Gordon.
Also, if you could spare some of your time to help out with the
hall, please contact any of the committee.
We wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a prosperous
New Year.
Many Thanks

Helen McVicar, Secretary

Sandbank Village Hall Calendar

Below are some of the regular events in the Village Hall. As you can see there is plenty going on and we
would love for you to join us! For further information on any Village Hall event or to book the hall, please
contact Betty Gordon on 706569.

Boxercise

Mondays & Wednesdays

Cowal Befrienders

every 2nd Thursday afternoon

Card Craft class

once a month (Saturday)

Alf (gentle excercises)

every Thursday evening (Sep – June)

Guitars

every Sunday evening

SNP meeting

2nd Tuesday evening of the month

Senior Citizens

every alternate Tuesday afternoon (Sep – June)

Sandbank Community Council

last Wednesday evening of the month (October – June)

Sandbank Development Trust

2nd Tuesday evening of the month

Red Squirrel Group

once a month – Tuesday

Knitting club

Monday 2-4pm

Training for life

contact Betty Gordon for details on 706569

Women’s Rural Institute (WRI)

last Tuesday evening of the month

If you have an event in the Sandbank area that you would like us to mention please contact us with the details. The
next edition of the Scene will be out in June. Rhona Altin Tel: 704981.
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Healthcare Update

Dear Reader,
Just a quick update on
what is happening on the
healthcare front
Hospital Cleanliness
Checks:
Since the last issue I was
at the Vale of Leven and
the Gartnavel General. My
latest check was at the IRH
in November.
We c h e c k e d t h e
Dermatology Clinic on G
Central which passed with
97%.
The Ward on G North
passed with 93%, but we
picked up about 30 estate
issues! The ward is due for
refurbishment and all issues
had been known of and
reported before.
The refurbishment has
been postponed due to lack
of money and for the same
reason any repairs might
have to wait for a while
longer. There is also the
additional problem of staff
shortage as retired staff has
not been replaced yet. One
ward, G South at present
is closed due to C-Diff
infection.
I also got involved in
another project:
Better Health, Better
Care, Better Value.
It is still an ongoing
project and I work in the
sub group for hospital
admissions and discharges.
The aims are:
To improve health and
well being of the population
within NHS Highland.
To maximise the delivery
and quality of healthcare
in the most appropriate

CROSSROADS
CARERS CENTRE

setting. (Home, Hospital or
Care Home)
To insure that all services
are efficient and costeffective.
One of the tools to achieve
this could be Telehealth.
You might ask what is
Telehealth?
Telehealth is the ability
to monitor patients with
long-term or chronic
conditions such as Chronic
O bstructive Pulmonar y
Disease (COPD), heart
failure, high blood pressure,
diabetes and depression, to
name just a few.
It is particularly well
suited in rural areas where
transport might be a
problem and specialists are
a long distance away.
It uses technology to
e n g a ge t h e p a t i e n t i n
the management of their
condition. It all works
through a monitor that
is placed in the patient’s
home. It has a variety of
“plug ins” to individualise
the monitoring according to
the patients condition. The
clinician sets the acceptable
parameters for the readings.
If the readings are outside
the parameters, an alert
is generated to either the
GP, Specialist Nurse or
Community Nurse. The
information is transferred
via GPRS (like a mobile
phone SIM card) or via
broadband and it all goes
through the protected NHS
Firewall.
There are already a few
“Home Pods” installed: 1
on Luing, 2 on Lismore,
15 on Bute and a few in
Helensburgh.
If you want more
information, visit the NHS
Highland website and look
for Telehealth evaluation.
As always I shall keep you
informed and wish you all a
very Happy Festive Season
and the best of health.
Cheers, Inge MacKenzie

Your local branch of Crossroads has been supporting people who care
for ill or frail members of the community for the past thirty years.
Without these selfless people in our community many elderly or sick
people would not be able to stay in their own homes and the fabric of
our community would be less rich.
By providing a respite service and a Carers Centre, Crossroads can
give practical support and advice to anyone who finds that they need
to share their caring responsibilities. Crossroads can provide a trained
Care Attendant to stay with the cared-for person while the main
carer takes a break and gets out of the house for a few hours without
worrying about the welfare of their relative or friend. The Carers Centre
in George Street provides a friendly place to visit and discuss concerns
or meet with other carers over a welcome cup of tea.
About 1 in 5 people become a carer at some time, and most people
will describe how busy and lonely that role can be, no matter how
much they want to care. We define a carer as a relative or neighbour
who supports someone by cooking, shopping, or giving personal care.
A carer is usually unpaid.
Crossroads (Cowal & Bute) receives a basic annual grant, but all its
respite support is provided through donations and fundraising. All our
advice and respite is given free, although obviously we are delighted
to receive donations. None of our services is means-tested. All money
raised stays local to help local families.
If you would like to learn more about the work of Crossroads or need
some friendly support, please come along to the office at 30 George
Street, Dunoon. The Co-ordinator, Christine Bell, will welcome you
with a friendly cup of tea and a chat. If you are short of time, please
ring on 707700. Our office is open only on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays, but there is a 24-hour answer machine. We would love to
meet you and we hope that you will enjoy meeting us.

Aff Yer Heid
&
Oan Yer Heid
wig specialist

35 Queen Street,
Dunoon PA23 8AU
01369 707569
OPENING HOURS
Tues – Fri 9 – 5pm
Sat 9 – 4pm
APPOINTMENT ONLY
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Autumn on the Holy Loch

   

FOR ALL YOUR
BOATING NEEDS!

Red Tree, Blue Poppies

Showing now at:
Juno Design Gallery, Dunoon
Ode to Art, Singapore
Greens and Blues, North Berwick
MacGregor Fine Art, Glasgow
Kranenburg Fine Art, Oban
Kings Road Gallery, London

BERTHS AVAILABLE AT
COMPETITIVE RATES
Holy Loch Marina, Rankin’s Brae
Sandbank, DUNOON, PA23 8QB
Tel: 01369 701800 Fax: 01369 704749
E-mail: berths@holylochmarina.co.uk
Website: www.holylochmarina.co.uk

And with Vibrant Arts at:
The Pier, Kilmun
Tel: 01369 704583    info@ronnieford.com    www.ronnieford.com

HONG KONG CARRY OUT

WESTERN FERRIES
(Clyde) Limited

37 Queen Street, Dunoon.
Telephone 705142

THE SHORT
CROSSING

OPENING TIMES

Sunday – Thursday 5.00PM to 10.00PM
Friday & Saturday 4.30PM to 11.00PM

GOUROCK–DUNOON

CLOSED MONDAY & TUESDAY

Home deliveries: Sandbank £2.30, Sandhaven £3.00

For information please contact

SPECIAL SET MEALS FOR 2 £13.50

Western Ferries (Clyde) Limited
Hunter’s Quay, Dunoon PA23 8HJ
Tel: 01369 704452 Fax: 01369 706020
E-mail: enquiries@western-ferries.co.uk
www.western-ferries.co.uk

Choose either 2 starters and two main
courses OR 3 main courses which includes
2 chips, 2 boiled or fried rice.

FULL MENU AVAILABLE
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