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Look What Community Involvement Can Achieve!

Over the last year Sandbank Community Development Trust sub committees and members have worked
hard on many projects, events and fundraisers which would not happen without your support and help.
I look at Sandbank and know that it is a village that is moving forward!
Our Gala this year was blessed with dry weather and was
busier than ever before with the children and adults of
Sandbank and surrounding areas proving that our community
has great spirit and works well together.

It has been nearly ten years of hard slog and dedication
by many but at the end of October, our wonderful play park
opened to the children of Sandbank. I think all will agree it
has been worth waiting for and I thank everyone involved in
this project from start to finish for their hard work. Thanks
should also go to LEADER for match funding phase 2 of
our park.

Ardnadam car park has now been returned to the Trust after
being used as a yard by Scottish Water. Village residents
have started to take pride in our area by placing planters and
benches and keeping it tidy with litter picking. Our intention
is to develop the car park for the entire community and I
know that with your help we will achieve this.

With the sad loss of our company secretary, John Massey
at the beginning of this year, and several board members
leaving due to heavy commitments elsewhere, the Trust
now finds itself in a difficult position and is struggling to
carry on. We have several projects that we are now unable
to continue with.
I, myself will be standing down at the AGM after 7 years
due to commitments to my growing lads. I feel that I cannot
give enough time to the Trust and that someone else may
be able offer more than I can at present. I will, if required
stay on the Board of Directors and continue to give as much
help as possible. I thank everyone for their support over the
last seven years.

It is now obvious that we need your help to continue the
work of the Trust. If you can give some of your time to help
improve your village please get in touch (07884 314044) or
just drop into the Smiddy where you will always find me.

Finlay Currie, Chairperson Sandbank Community
Development Trust

Sandbank Church

friends of the three churches
turned up to enjoy a night of
humour, singing, dancing and
lots of good food.
The church roof continues to
be a matter of concern. With the
current economic downturn it is
quite difficult to get funding
from grant awarding bodies.
Our main hope is the Heritage
Lottery fund and an application
has been submitted to them. But there is no
guarantee of success. To improve our chances of
obtaining funding the congregation have been
raising part of the necessary finance through the
sale of church models, tea towels and calendars. Tea
towels and calendars are still available and make
excellent Christmas gifts. To purchase any of the
items, just talk to one of the church members.
The problem with the church roof however,
is a side issue. The main focus of the church in
S andbank is to bring the word of God to the
villagers and it is time to remind everyone that
the popular Christmas Eve service will be held as
usual at 7pm. Weekly services are held each Sunday
at 11.45am.
David Lyall

I a m p l e a s e d t o re p o r t t h a t
Mrs Sarah Nicol has settled in
well as minister of Sandbank
Church. Sarah, of course, is not
new to the area as she has been
minister of Kirn Parish Church
for the past three years. On the
retiral of Joe Steward this year,
Sarah became minister of the
linked charge of Central Cowal
which includes St John’s and
Sandbank churches as well as Kirn. Sarah and our
Deacon, Mrs Glenda Wilson, take the services at
Sandbank Church week about.
To mark the commencement of Sarah’s ministry
at S andbank, The Presbyter y of Arg yll held a
special service of introduction on Saturday 16th
July. Many members of the three congregations
in Central Cowal along with members of the
Presbytery attended the service and were rewarded
with tea and cakes and a time of fellowship in the
hall afterwards.
The three congregations in the linkage have been
keen to work more closely together and to this end a
number of social events and joint services have been
held. On 28th October a very successful ceilidh
was held in the Kirn centre when members and

A note from your editors…
We hope you will find this edition of
the Sandbank Scene informative and
entertaining. There have been significant
changes to the community in the last
six months as you will see in our article
“Improvements Around Sandbank”.
If you are interested in being involved in
your community and having a say, then
please call any of us or stop us in the street
for a chat. We would love to hear your
thoughts.
If there is anything you would like to see
in this newsletter please let us know. Any
group or individual can ask for a report,
some news or an advert to be included
and we will be happy to try and find space
for any such contributions. All feedback is
very welcome. We are very grateful to all
the contributors and advertisers as without
them there would be no newsletter. We
would like to thank E & R Inglis Ltd for their
continued sponsorship and their assistance
in producing the Scene.
Many Thanks
Rhona Altin and Ishbel Fairman

A Unique Dining Experience Afloat
Dine in style aboard the Glen Massan
at Holy Loch Marina
Ideal for exclusive use bookings for
groups of 8-12 or for mixed dining.
For further information visit
www.themajesticline.co.uk/
restaurant.html
or contact
restaurant@themajesticline.co.uk
telephone 01369 707951
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Remembrance Sunday

On a brisk and blustery 13th November a wellattended Service of Remembrance at Lazaretto
Point war memorial was ably led by the Rev Sarah
Nicol and much appreciated by all those present.
The Community Council would like to thank
Captain Ken McMillan MBE, the standard
bearers, the wreath layers and members of the
local Army Cadet Force who all took part in the
parade. Special thanks are also extended once again
to Piper Euan McNab for his excellent playing, to
Pat Burns for the provision of his PA system and
to the two local Police Officers for traffic control
during the ceremony.

It’s Your Neighbourhood

Sandbank. Aside from management
of the numerous planters around
the village the Community Council
also anticipates further engagement
with staff and pupils of Sandbank
Primary School in minor environmental
awareness projects and, in concert
with the Community Development
Trust, possible new spotlighting at
Lazaretto Point to enhance the war
memorial structure.

Earlier this year the Community
Council decided to take the plunge and
participate for the first time in the annual
“It’s Your Neighbourhood” campaign
run by Keep Scotland Beautiful,
Scotland’s leading environmental
charity. A record total of 98 groups
from across Scotland were involved,
all actively doing work to improve their
local areas.
Entries were assessed on the basis
of three main themes – community
participation, environmental
responsibility and gardening
achievement, and in terms of five levels
of achievement – establishing, improving,
developing, thriving and outstanding.

The Community Council would like
to extend special thanks to all those
family members and friends who
have helped out from time to time over the past
year. More assistance would, however, be much
appreciated especially if we are to build upon the
modest achievement of this year. No one need
join the Community Council to give a hand. Any
offer to chip in will be gratefully appreciated.

With a creditable total score of 60% and level
of achievement assessed at “developing” it is a
promising platform for further improvements to

Planning news

Despite planning permission for an 18 month extension being rejected in April this year and recent completion of the
Scottish Water sewage improvement project in the Sandbank area, the concrete batching plant near Broxwood remains on
site. Currently, the plant does not appear to be operational and it is to be hoped it will be removed from the site shortly.
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Introducing our new minister

SPECIAL SERVICES

Our Christmas Eve Service with much-loved carols and
readings will begin at 7pm. On Christmas Day we are
joining with the congregation of Kirn for an informal
family service at 10.30am. On New Year’s Day it will be
our turn to welcome our sister congregations to Sandbank
at 11.45am. This service will include a celebration of
Communion. You are warmly invited to join us for any
of these special services as well as for our regular Sunday
morning services.

CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS

As we move towards the end of this year we may look
back on the difficulties facing our nation and our world,
and it may have been a difficult one personally for us and
our families. One of the messages of the Christmas story
is that God is not distant from our human experiences of
joy and suffering. God has come near to us in the birth of
Jesus Christ - a child in a working-class family, a child in
a land under occupation by the Romans, a child in a family
who became refugees, fleeing to Egypt from a violent ruler
who massacred children.
The Christmas message gives an answer to those who
ask where God is in the midst of human suffering. He is
here. He is with us. He is with the family of the homeless
child seeking temporary accommodation. He is with the
family of refugees in a camp in north Africa. That is why
one of the names given to him is “Emmanuel” which
means “God is with us”. God is here. The Nativity Story
is not a sentimental, distant story. It is a real-life story of
all the love and hope that surrounds the birth of a baby.
The amazing thing is that this baby shows us God is with
us. God is here. He is not distant. He is not untouched or
unmoved by human life. He is here because He loves us
and wants us to know that He is with us all of the way.
Wherever we are on our journey of life, may we all know
something of the peace of the child who is Emmanuel,
God with us.
With prayerful good wishes,
Rev. Sarah Nicol

INTRODUCTION

Thank you for the invitation to contribute to our
community newsletter. First, let me introduce myself.

Several years ago the Presbytery of Argyll agreed
that on the retirement of the ministers of Sandbank, St
John’s and Kirn, the three churches would be linked and
served by one minister with the assistance of a deacon.
I have been minister of Kirn for nearly three years and
on the retiral of Rev Joe Stewart on 2nd May, I became
minister of Sandbank and St John’s churches as well.
If we have not yet had the opportunity to meet, I hope
that celebrations in the Christmas period will bring us
closer together.

TUCKER’S
TAXIS
Your Local Taxi Company

Combining traditional skills
with innovative ideas
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6 AND 4 SEATERS
AVAILABLE
( Call Anytime Day Or Night (

Design and Estimating

Home: 01369 701710
Mobile: 0796 715 2802

Highland Avenue, Sandbank Business Park, Dunoon PA23 8PB
Tel: 01369 702578 Fax: 01369 706315
E: enquiry@stewartmcnee.co.uk
www.stewartmcnee.com
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Argyll Voluntary Action

Argyll Voluntary Action is an organisation with offices
throughout Argyll & Bute (including one in Dunoon) who
support volunteers and volunteer incorporating organisations.
We offer a wide range of services from simple matching of
volunteers with voluntary work, through to training (for which
a brochure is available).
Over the last few years we have been delighted with the
success of our ever-growing Timebank scheme. A new way
of volunteering, Timebank is based around the principle that
for every hour you volunteer you can claim an hour back. So
if you give time helping another member of Timebank with
something, you can then get that time back by requesting help
with something yourself. Open to people of all ages (current
members range from toddlers to pensioners) and with widely
varying backgrounds/abilities, everyone has something they
can offer.

With the Timebank scheme proving to be a huge success
in the Dunoon area, Argyll Voluntary Action is looking to
roll out the scheme to outlying areas by setting up outreach
Timebanks. The idea of an outreach Timebank is to set up a
Timebank based in (and dedicated to) your area which would
allow local participants to volunteer for each other while at the
same time having access to the main Timebank in Dunoon
if required.
For more information, or to register for Timebank please
get in touch with us and we will be happy to help. If you are
keen on getting involved in bringing an outreach Timebank
to your area then please contact us by phone (01369 700100)
or email (cowal.tfc@tiscali.co.uk). As our office is only open
for a limited time per week you may get an answering machine
when calling: if this happens then please leave us a message
and we will get back in touch with you.

THE DOG HOUSE

William Wallace - the name you can rely on!
n
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Professional Dog Grooming
Services and more

Central Heating Installation
Plumbing Services
Electrical Work
Gas Heating Servicing
Oil Heating Servicing
LPG Heating Servicing
Kitchens and Bathrooms
24 Hour emergency Service
for leaks and burst pipes

William

Collection and delivery service available

WALLACE
& Son

All enquiries please call 01369 700150
or pop in to the salon
95 Marine Parade, Kirn, Dunoon

1-6.#*/(r)&"5*/(r&-&$53*$"The number to call…

01369 702143

Highland Avenue, Sandbank Industrial Estate, Dunoon
A division of Stewart McNee (Dunoon) Ltd
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Interloch Transport provides a community transport service
for the community of Cowal, Bute and its neighbourhood.
The service is universal with a focus on the elderly, the
disabled, those facing deprivation and those affected by the
lack of safe and available public transport. Our aim is to
prevent isolation, create new opportunities, provide access
to services and prevent inequalities often seen by our more
remote scattered communities.
We have been receiving an increasing number of requests
for shopping delivery. Those who are housebound have real
problems getting their shopping and to help we are looking
for some volunteers.
Our service can pick up the shopping lists and then pick
up the shopping. Could you spare a couple of hours a week
shopping in our local supermarkets? If you could it would
make the world of difference to our organisation and the
people we support.
Feel good, support your local community and get
involved!
For more details please contact Alan MacRaild on 01369
840474

© Jan Ferguson

Have you ever seen OR heard of a
giant Red Squirrel who can play the
bagpipes??
Well if you were out at Glenbranter
during Cowalfest you would have been
in luck, for The Cowal Red Squirrel
Group provided the Glenbranter
Red Squirrel Day with just such a
squirrel.
And what a performance he put on
- his bagpipe playing was second to
none and his agility through the trees
was truly spectacular!
It was part of the group’s way to raise awareness of the importance
of Cowal to the Scottish Red Squirrel population. Cowal is one of
eighteen stronghold sites for red squirrels in Scotland and as such we
are doing all we can to remain in such a privileged position.
We are a small friendly group who work closely with The Loch
Lomond and Trossachs National Park and The Forestry Commision,
and take part in a variety of events, activities and conservation work
throughout Cowal.
If you wish to help us or learn more about us then go to our website
www.cowalredsquirrelgroup.org or contact Jan Ferguson on 01369
870 346.
Another way you can help is by logging onto www.scottishwildlifetrust.
org.uk/what-we-do/scotlands-red-squirrels/squirrels-sightings/ and
reporting any squirrel sightings. The address may be long but once put
in into your favourites bar it is easy to access and it only takes a few
seconds to input your sightings. This will provide the SWT [Scottish
Wildlife Trust] with invaluable information that will enable them to
build up an ever more accurate picture of the number of Red Squirrels
in our area.
So finally - don’t forget, be on the alert when you are out and about as
you never know when you might next see a Red Squirrel - GIANT
or otherwise…….
Heather Smith, Secretary

• Computer diagnostics on all makes of motor vehicle
inc ABS/Airbags/Engine Management Systems
• General fault finding on all electrical circuit faults

Here is a small selection of the specialised
equipment which we supply and install
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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INTERLOCH TRANSPORT

Bluetooth phone kits with Ipod music streaming
HID Xenon replacement headlamp kits
Stereos, speakers & amplifiers
Starter motors, alternators & batteries
Parking sensors - front, rear or both - colour coded
Towbars & towing related wiring equipment
Heated seat kits - OE quality carbon technology

Serious About Selling Property

For further information and prices contact:
Billy Earley Tel: 01369 701555

137 John Street, Dunoon, Argyll, PA23 7BL
Email: info@automarineelectrics.co.uk
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Holy Loch Port

Holy Loch Marina

CRUISE

The Marina had a very busy season despite the challenging
weather. We still have our “pay for one night get one half
price” offer running, which has been a great success and
has encouraged visitors to stay longer in the marina
and surrounding area. We welcomed the Rib club back
again from England, Switzerland and Germany and
also the American Airforce with their very impressive
Waverunners and new rib. We also welcomed visitors
from as far afield as South Africa. The Cowal Games
again was a very busy time for us, and we were also busy
with club musters. The Flying Fifteen Championships
in August went very well and we hope to be involved
again next year.
Sandbank Gala was also a huge success and despite the
weather we counted far more visitors and cars coming
through the gates than last year.

Holy Loch Port has had a very exciting season, with visits
from the Hebridean Princess in March & November, MV
Quest in April and the MV Princendam in September. The
Princendam visit in August was a result of adverse weather.
She was due to call at Oban from Greenock, however due
to the weather the ship had to look for somewhere sheltered
to bring their passengers ashore and the vessel made contact
with Holy Loch Port.

We welcomed Glasgow Sea Safari to the Marina this
year and Graham has had a great season. The Majestic
Line has also moved into one of the units within the
marina. We now have 17 businesses operating from
within the marina.

If you require any information on boating or berthing
at the marina, please do not hesitate to contact James,
Iain, Martin or myself on 01369 701800, or visit our
website www.holylochmarina.co.uk

We accommodated 12 coaches and 2 shuttle buses. The
12 Coaches took approximately 450 passengers on shore side
excursions, and the two shuttle buses, arranged at the last
moment with Jeff at West Coast motors, ran approximately
400 passengers into Dunoon and back. The visit went very
well and the feedback received from the Ship and the agent
is that passengers, management and crew were all very happy
with how the visit went. The shuttle bus operation went very
well, encouraging passengers to head into Dunoon. The
visit from the Princendam has definitely helped our profile,
and we hope that it encourages more Cruise Lines to visit
in the future. The Hebridean Princess has already booked
for 2012.

We attended Seatrade Hamburg in September this year,
made a good few contacts and hope to welcome more vessels
to the Holy Loch in the near future. We also joined Cruise
Scotland, in May of this year, which allowed us to be on the
Cruise Britain stand and the Cruise Scotland stand giving us
the chance to make even more contacts for the future.

Alison Newlands
Marina and Port Manager

MARINE WIRING REPAIRS AND INSTALLATIONS

• General wiring repairs and fault finding.
• Engine wiring harnesses repaired and manufactured to spec.
• Split charging systems designed and installed.
• Instrument and switch panels supplied and manufactured.
• Eberspacher & Webasto heaters repaired, serviced and installed.
• Charging and starting systems tested and repaired.
• Alternators and starter motors supplied and reconditioned.
• Engine start and auxiliary batteries supplied, fitted and tested.
• Specialist marine electrical parts supplied.
• Shore supplies tested and installed.
• Navigation and saloon lighting repaired and installed.

137 John Street, Dunoon, Argyll, PA23 7BL
Contact: Billy Earley Tel: 01369 701555
Email: info@automarineelectrics.co.uk
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Holy Loch Sailing Club

Tigh Solius flew the flag of the club with success, finishing
on the podium at the prestigious Scottish Series at Tarbert
and West Highland Week off Oban and Tobermory, and also
won the Two Handed Largs event in the capable hands of
her crew, Rory McWhirr and Dan Challis.

2011 will unfortunately be remembered amongst
the racing membership of the Holy Loch Sailing Club
as a year of constant rain and very little wind, not the best
ingredients for successful and enjoyable racing. But while
attendances at races and regattas did suffer, our club was not
as badly hit as other events on the Clyde or nationally, for that
matter. The special events run by the Club were considered
very successful and boosted the club’s healthy reputation
round the country.

Altogether then, the local sailing club has enjoyed another
successful season, if not in the most pleasant of weather
conditions, and continues to lead from the front in small
boat events round the Clyde. Next February, the present
Commodore, Iain Hurrel stands down from his responsible
post after two successful years in office, and while his
imagination and enthusiasm have kept the club at it’s all time
high, the present strong membership and committee should
ensure that the present situation will remain, or improve,
under the next administration. However, there is always a
very warm welcome for any new members, whether racing
or just with a wish to get out on the waters of the beautiful
Holy Loch. Any potential new members are encouraged to
make themselves known to any committee member who will
be pleased to make their acquaintance, or come along to the
Annual General Meeting at the Clubhouse in February to get
started in a rewarding and healthy new recreation, hopefully
under more condusive weather conditions in 2012.

A particular success was the Flying 15 Scottish
Championship which the club hosted in August with
grateful support from Loch Fyne Oysters and Holy Loch
Marina. In the same class of boat, John Orr (of the Coffee
Shop at the Marina) and his various crews, and he employed
a different one at every event, did the standing of the local
fleet no harm at all by winning the Scottish Travellers Trophy,
counting five different regattas around the country. To back
this up, Tommy and Susan McGeachie, newly in residence at
Sandbank, took the runner’s up position after a consistently
improving season.
In the Piper Class, Pibroch’s crew of Bob and Rowena
Donaldson and Andrew Manwell retained their travellers
Series Trophy with victories at two events in the Holy Loch
and also at Cove Regatta. Further afield, Dr Ken Grant’s

Bob Donaldson

U STORE

LetsMove

ARGYLL’S PREMIER LETTING AGENT
www.letsmovedunoon.com

Furniture storage
compartments available at
“Ellangowan”, Cromlech Road,
Sandbank, from £10 weekly.

We Don’t Sell - We Only Let Property
We Don’t Charge VAT - So We Are Cheaper
We Provide a Full Maintenance Package
We List Property Throughout the Area
We Are Here To Make Your Life Easier
Without Doubt The Best Service in Town

Call Robbie Now for your Free Rental Appraisal
Tel: 01369 706787 Mob: 07974 914493
12 Ferry Brae, Dunoon, Argyll

Tel: (01369) 701024

s
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30 years service recognised

Where’s the Burdz?

2011 will be probably be remembered for being very wet.
April into May was good, until the “Monsoon Season”
kicked in. So how was it for bird life? It wasn’t too bad
really. Going round checking the boxes in April, it was
encouraging to see that a lot of the boxes were occupied,
either by Tawny or Barn owls. The number of young
owls tagged this year is slightly down from last year
but to think that these birds survived last winter and
managed to breed is something to marvel at. The very
rough figures for Cowal were 45 Barn owls, 35 Tawny
owls and 8 young Short -eared owls. (That is the ones
we know about).
A Barn owl box that was put up in the Loch Eck area
about 15 years ago was occupied for the first time last
year and produced three young owls. Two more young
ones were produced this year also. Good things are worth
waiting for!
On a sad note, a box that had good size Tawny chicks
at St Catherines was predated, probably by a Pine Martin.
I know that you wouldn’t dream of putting your hand into
a box unsupervised, but if your brave enough or foolish
enough, watch out as fingers are not easy to replace.

The Chief Scout has recognised 30 years service to the
movement by Elizabeth (Beth) Aitken, a member of the
District Active Support Team and also ADC (Cubs) Argyll
District.

On a lighter note, if anyone would like to see the owls
in the coming wonderful Spring and summer that we are
going to have, please call me on 01369 703149

Beth is known to most Scouting folk as the other half of the
Aitken double act who ran Lapwing Lodge for many years.
District Commissioner David McCallum was on hand
to hand over Beth’s certificate and cloth badge at Everton
recently, where Beth and her group were camping.

Happy Holiday season
Arthur French

CROMLECH
LAUNDRY

The Coylet Inn

Cromlech Laundry has been featured in
Laundrette and Cleaning World

184 - 192 VICTORIA ROAD, DUNOON

FULL IRONING SERVICE
SERVICE WASH
NOW
OPEN DRY CLEANING

Winter Opening
All day Friday, Saturday & Sunday
Food served 12–2.30 & 6–8.30

Pick-up/Delivery Service
PUBLIC LAUNDRETTE FACILITIES

Friday Fish Suppers

RELAX WHILE WORK GETS DONE

Fresh haddock in our own beer batter,
homemade chips, side salad and homemade
chunky tartare sauce. 2 for £10.

• Comfy Couches
• Coffee Machines
• Internet Cafe

Saturday Steak Deal

Rump Steak, homemade chips & side salad
AND a dessert for £9.95

Open:
8am - 6pm (Monday to Saturday)
10am - 5pm (Sunday)

Home cooked Roast EVERY Sunday!

Tel 01369 840426
www.coyletinn.co.uk

Telephone: (01369) 701515
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Improvements Arou

It is fair to say that Sandbank has had more than its fair share
of disruption over the last few years. Sandbank Community
Council believes that in 2011 we have turned a corner but
there is a long way to go yet. Ardnadam Car Park has now
been restored to use following the departure of Scottish Water
– there has been some nice landscaping work completed and
with the donation of a new metal seat from Judith Moen and
the ‘Ardnadam Planter’ from John and Judith Witham, this area
has been visually opened out.
At the pumping station end of the car park Finlay Currie
managed to secure agreement from Scottish Water to create
a small section of all ability footpath – a small token but
nonetheless it is the beginnings of a longer path linking Hunter’s
Quay to Kilmun and the National Park.
Scottish Water also reseeded an area of grass at Lazaretto
Point which has taken very well. Over the summer the anchors
and chains at the war memorial were given a new coat of paint
(Chris Talbot and Alec Mack) and this has spruced up the area.
Whilst out taking the picture I looked up, more in bemusement
of seeing a clear blue sky, when I noticed that the top of the
war memorial was aligned with the sun – so I could not resist
taking the picture.

At the top of the village by the cemetery a planter surplus
to Argyll and Bute Council’s requirements from Dunoon
was recycled by the Community Council – Iain ‘bad back’
MacNaughton, Ishbel, Rhona and Kivanc Altin, Fiona and
James McGlin and Brian Jensen, amongst others, all helped in
the landscaping, painting and planting tasks. The planter has a
small memorial to John Massey – which his family have seen
and expressed sincere thanks to the village for this gesture.
Income generated by Sandbank Community Development
Trust for the lease of Ardnadam Car Park to Scottish Water
and general fundraising, match funding from LEADER and a
donation from Sandbank Community Council enabled the 2nd
phase of the play park next to the multi-sports court. The new
play park was opened on 28th October to the great delight of
the local children. I am sure it will provide an area of family fun
for years to come, however a rumour has it that a certain Mrs
Rhona Altin was seen demanding that the workmen allow her
to test all the ‘apparatus’ first!
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nd Sandbank in 2011

The marina infill is nearing completion and should move to
the next phases. The old community centre was sold sometime
ago by Argyll and Bute Council but its fate remains unclear.
My view is that this site is more suited to affordable ecoefficient housing either for rent or shared equity options – but
the austere times and uncertainty are constraining investment
and progress.
Sandbank is growing demographically, as with national trends,
it is the upper age brackets where the growth occurs. Basically
to counter balance this you younger folks need to start making
babies – so they can join the parent and toddler group, go to
school in Sandbank, join the Cub Scouts, use the new play park,
buy sweets from the shop (if we have one) – get the picture?
Finally there have been a few folk who have quietly gone about
‘doing stuff ’ in the village – so to all the folks who seasonally
change the plants, Ken and Kallum Kirkland for painting some
of the planters, Mr John Laughlin who has adopted the verges
by the Sandbank signs at Sandhaven and Mr Alan Dixon who
regularly picks the litter at Ardnadam – thank you all. Both the
Development Trust and the Community Council are keen to
keep Sandbank a ‘connected community’ so if you have some
spare time and would like to help please get in touch. You can
give as much or as little time as you wish.
Chris Talbot

At the end of August, Storie’s heavy plant moved into
Sandbank to dig up the remaining bits of tarmac that linked
the potholes on the main road from Rankin’s Brae to Broxwood.
This has been a long time coming and was dependent on the
completion of the Scottish Water project before it could be
started. The road was resurfaced over a two or three week period
and it has been a transformation. The road noise has been much
reduced and the new surface makes it much safer for cyclists
of all ages.
The Community Council had raised the poor state of the
footpath between the Southern Beeches and Broxwood/
Sandhaven with Argyll and Bute Council but were informed that
we would need to raise a case for it to be included in next years
capital spend budget. The argument used by SCC was that the
footpath was dangerous and young feet (now walking to school
since transport was pulled) could get hurt. However the street
lighting folk had decided to renew all the lights and sub surface
cabling from the village centre to Sandhaven so most (but not
all) of the footpath is being renewed - An unexpected benefit.

11

Sandbank Village Hall

The hall has been busy as usual with bookings. The bouncy castle is still very popular
with twelve bookings til Christmas. Our concert in September was a success with
new artistes appearing along with the “usual lot”; we had Heron Valley (the excellent
young ceilidh band from Strachur), and Mave, Ali and Nikki, a very fine closeharmony group, with two coming from Strachur and the third from Rhu.
Winter plans include a complete
revamp of the kitchen with new storage
units, re-siting of the cooker, etc.

Rev Sarah Nicol has joined the
committee to replace Joe Stewart and Sam Gillen has also joined the
committee. Monthly Committee meetings still continue on the first
Sunday of each month at 2pm in the hall. We are always on the look-out
for interested locals who may have some time to spare to help us.

Many Thanks John Kelly

Sandbank Village Hall Calendar

Below are some of the regular events in the Village Hall. As you can see there is plenty going on and we
would love for you to join us! For further information on any Village Hall event or to book the hall, please
contact John Kelly on 702121

Boxercise

Mondays & Wednesdays

Cowal Befrienders

every Thursday afternoon

Guitars

every Sunday evening

SNP meeting

1st Tuesday evening of the month

Senior Citizens

every alternate Tuesday afternoon (Sep – June)

Sandbank Community Council

last Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm (October – June)

Sandbank Development Trust

2nd Tuesday evening of the month

Boot Camp

contact Michael Young on 704513

Training for life

contact Fiona Nelson 706027

Women’s Rural Institute (WRI)

last Tuesday evening of the month

Reel Night (Family night)

every 2nd Saturday 7.30pm

If you have an event in the Sandbank area that you would like us to mention please contact us with the
details. The next edition of the Scene will be out in June. Contact: Rhona Altin Tel: 704981
Your Community Councillors are:
NAME
Iain MacNaughton
Chris Talbot
Rhona Altin
Ishbel Fairman
Fiona McGlin
Jennifer Woodward
Helen Anderson

POSITION
Convenor
Treasurer
Minutes Secretary, Editor
Editor, Sandbank Scene
Community Councillor
Community Councillor
Community Councillor

PHONE
700008
707656
704981
703251
07762 453798
707505
701720

E-MAIL
macnau@btinternet.com
cmtalbot@btinternet.com
yeliyas@yahoo.co.uk
isab39@tiscali.co.uk
fionajamiehannah@hotmail.co.uk
jamesjena@btinternet.com
h.anderson370@btinternet .com

Please contact any of the above at any reasonable time if you have an issue to raise or a comment to make.
Note: Any item to be considered for inclusion in the next available agenda, the Chair/Secretary will have to be notified at least
8 days prior to the meeting. Agendas are usually posted 7 days prior to meetings which are held on the last Wednesday of each
month. Items not on the agenda cannot normally be discussed at meetings.
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STRATHCLYDE POLICE
WINTER SAFETY CAMPAIGN

Sandbank
Community Lottery

British Summer Time ended on Sunday 30th October 2011. This
change potentially brings about increased dangers to the travelling
public, with the onset of shorter daylight hours, lower temperatures
and hazardous road surfaces.
This is particularly relevant to many areas in Argyll, where
conditions can change rapidly. It is therefore essential that road users
check the condition of their vehicles prior to the winter season.
Tyres should be one of your main priorities. The depth of your
tyre tread directly affects how your vehicle copes with heavy surface
water, slush and hard packed snow, and if the tyre is not set at the
correct pressure, then this can affect how the tyre performs as well
as the handling of your car.
Drivers should also periodically check all lights are operational
and if possible carry spare lamps and fuses.
During winter months, windscreens can become rapidly
contaminated with road grime and salt residue, and it is therefore
imperative that the washer reservoir is kept topped up with screen
wash which is of a suitable concentration that it will not easily
freeze.
During severe weather, please give yourself sufficient time to clear
all windows prior to your journey, and ensure that you have sufficient
fuel in case you become delayed in severe snow conditions.
Vulnerable road user groups such as cyclists and pedestrians,
especially children, are at particular risk in poor visibility. Pedestrians
should make use of recognised crossing facilities where available,
and school children should be encouraged to wear bright highly
visible clothing.
Cyclists should strive to improve their own safety by using high
visibility clothing, helmets, and adequate lights.
I will endeavour to conduct a ‘Get Ready For Winter’ initiative
which will incorporate seatbelt usage, and you can expect to
see several road checks in operation throughout Argyll and the
Sandbank area during and after this initiative.
Further to this I would like to pass on a piece of advice to any
Sandbank residents who go out in the morning before going to work
to start their engines to allow the cars to defrost before starting
their journeys. There have been some instances across Strathclyde
where vehicles have been stolen as a result of people leaving their
cars running and returning back indoors. It is just something to
beware of if you are in the habit of doing this under the current
climate of persons just looking for an opportunity to steal.
PC Stewart Brannan

The profits from the community lottery have been put
to good use in the past 6 months with donations to
Sandbank Scouts and Sandbank Parent and Toddlers
plus lots of new plants for our planters.
The Sandbank Scene incurs high costs which are
subsidised by Sandbank Community Council through
the community lottery profits. We have great support
from local businesses who advertise with us however
the printing costs are high and we must meet the
shortfall. We need your support to continue with
village improvements, to make donations to local good
causes and to continue producing the Scene.
New members to the monthly draw are always
welcome and you will have much better odds with
us than the National Lottery! The draw is held at the
Community Council meetings on the last Wednesday
of the month and the lucky winners’ names are posted
on the Village Hall noticeboard. We currently have 165
members in the community draw and current prize
money is £35, £25 and £15 for 1st, 2nd and 3rd prize
respectively.
The cost is only £1 per month paid annually or biannually. There is no further involvement required and
you will be making a worthwhile contribution to your
village. Your Community Councillors will collect the
money in June and December.
If you would like to join the community draw please
send the following information to our treasurer:
Your name, address, and a cheque for £6 (bi-annual
contribution) or £12 (annual contribution). Send to:
Chris Talbot, 12 McKinlay’s Quay, Sandbank, PA23 8NZ
or if you prefer contact one of your local Community
Councillors whose details can be found below.
Remember, you have much more chance of
winning Sandbank Community Lottery than the
National Lottery and the more people who join, the
bigger the monthly prizes! More importantly you will
be contributing to your local community and giving
support to the volunteers who work tirelessly to make
Sandbank a better place to live.

Sandbank Post Office

I am most concerned that after all this time since the shop and PO
closed there is still no resolution to this issue. I am very aware of
the local concern expressed to me and others that the very well used
facility in Sandbank is no longer available particularly for elderly
residents and people without a vehicle.
During this time I have done everything I possibly can to resolve
the situation which would allow Mr Gidda and his wife to take
over the business, but unfortunately the Post Office, who have
taken legal advice on the subject, cannot pass the PO onto another
person without agreement of the beneficiaries of the estate of Jack
Brown or their lawyers. Speaking to the person handling the case
within the PO on 24th Oct, using his words ‘it could be resolved
tomorrow or it could take a long time’

Everything you need for your Home
& Garden.

In the meantime I urge Sandbank dwellers to be patient and
optimistic for a good outcome before too long.

Look out for our monthly promotion leaflet.
Walkers Mica, 361 Argyll St., Dunoon. Tel: 704003

Councillor Bruce Marshall
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Sandbank WRI

CowalCourier.com
A NEW era in local news has dawned with the launch of
online ‘paper’ CowalCourier.com - providing daily news for
the entire peninsula and wider Argyll.

Our new session started with a warm welcome to
members old and new. We have 26 ladies so far, so please
think about joining us on the last Tuesday of every month
to share in our varied programme this winter.
September saw the well known writer Jess Smith relate
the fascinating story of her life as a tinker in a Bedford bus
with her parents and six sisters. Jess wants to preserve the
tinker’s heritage and spoke to all the Rurals in Cowal who
joined us for an absorbing and often hilarious evening.
We all gained an insight into this now, nearly forgotten
world. A very talented lady indeed!
In October Mr Billy Mathews, our local Morrison’s
manager, spoke about a day in his life at the store. He is
a really busy man indeed and his report showed us the
detail he attends to daily. Fresh fruit, butcher meat, dairy
produce, fish and bakery are all checked at least four times
by him plus checking the shelves two and three times also.
The ladies participated in a lively question time which was
very interesting. We also had a talk from our new minister
the Rev Sarah Nicol in November about the ministry from
a woman’s point of view.
By unanimous decision it has been decided to have our
Xmas dinner again in the Holy Loch Inn where no doubt
Santa will pay us a visit.
Our Knit and Natter group meet every Monday
afternoon in the Village Hall from 2-4pm. We have
plenty spaces for more members, so feel free to come
along and finish an article you have been making or start
on something new.
Our country dancers meet on a Tuesday evening at 7pm
and Molly will give a warm welcome to all new members.
If you would like to learn new dances then Tuesday nights
at the hall is the place to be.
It is now my pleasure to tell all gents out there that we
can now have MEN in the rural, providing you are a fully
paid up member. You never know what new skills we can
teach you or you could teach us!
Please come along and you will be made very
welcome.
I wish everyone a Happy Christmas

The web-based publication - run by award-winning
journalist and Sandbank resident David Goodwin - has
already broken more than 30 exclusive local stories in less
than a month; covering a range of subjects including the
Waverley, Cowal Hospice, the proposed new ‘super campus’
primary school, plans for a £100m marina at Ardyne and
even a Celtic v Rangers match in Dunoon!
David, a former editor of the Dunoon Observer weekly
newspaper, said: “It’s been a great start and I aim to take
CowalCourier.com from strength to strength.

“Phases two and three of the launch are almost ready to kick
in with some really exciting additional features to the website
coming on stream very soon. “I also want CowalCourier.
com to become a real community hub - that’s why we offer
free event advertising to all local clubs and charities, and
community news in general is something we want to expand
on. “If you want to have your club’s news put on the global
stage, just email us with your reports and digital pictures and
we’ll have them on the website the very next day.
“We are also responding to feedback from readers and
taking on board their ideas on how to shape CowalCourier.
com as we progress. “Everyone who has contacted us agrees
that it is great to have daily updated local news and features
coverage for our area.”

After leaving the Dunoon Observer in 1999 David went
on to join The Scottish Sun in Glasgow and was nominated
for Reporter of the Year in the Scottish Press Awards on a
number of occasions. He also won a Journalist Team of the
Year prize with his colleague Alan Carson.

David - who was born and bred in Dunoon - said: “It’s
great to be back working in my home area again, a place I care
about very deeply and for which I want only the very best.

“CowalCourier.com is completely independent and
able to speak up for our communities and campaign
vigorously on local issues without fear or favour.
“We aim to become the most trusted, respected, authoritative
and widely read source for local news in Cowal and
beyond.”

Babs MacLeod, President

David Goodwin, Editor,
Cowal Courier.com
Tel: 01369 705511; Mob: 07570 716 276
Email: david@cowalcourier.com

Caladh Funeral
Services
Independent Local Funeral Directors:ARTHUR AND JOANNA DOMINICK
Professional caring 24 hour service

Tel: (01369) 707000
Private Chapel of Rest
(Agents for Pre-paid Funeral Plans)
57 Marine Parade, Kirn, Dunoon PA23 8HF
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Sandbank Scouts

At the beginning of June we attended the Beaver Birthday Day
and the John Logan Trophy Competition for Cub Scouts held in
Lochgilphead. Everyone had a great time, despite the midges, and
thanks to Paul Wilson for driving the bus for us and to the parents
who came along and helped monitor children during the events.
Prior to the summer break Sandbank Scout Group had a stall at
the local Gala Day during which we managed to sell a few “birds”,
to grace the gardens in the village, and the Candy Floss was a big
success. We managed to raise funds in the region of £400 for the
group.
We had a Pack Holiday for the Cub Scouts at Everton Scout
Camp site in Inverkip and although our numbers were low and
the weather really wet, we managed to have activities including
Zip Slide, Crate Climbing, Archery and Low Ropes Course.
Unfortunately the Jacob’s Ladder was too wet to use much to the
disappointment of the children. We also managed to utilise the
tents, sponsored earlier this year, by Western Ferries. This weekend
and the earlier one in Glen Kin were partially paid for by a donation
from Sandbank Community Council.
During this session we have considered ‘helping others’ and
‘work for another charity’ and having heard about ‘hospital packs’
for Malawi we decided to support this. The children were asked
to donate any or all of following items: toothbrush, toothpaste,
soap, face cloth. The response of the children was immediate and
excellent. Dorothy Thomson, from Kirn, kindly came along to the
group and talked to the children and explained the Malawi situation
and patiently answered their questions. Glenda Wilson then coordinated a service in Sandbank Church where the Beaver and Cub
Scouts took an active part, and handed over their contributions for
the people of Malawi.
Our numbers at the moment are far from healthy, Beaver Scout
numbers are down a little but Cub Scout numbers are dangerously
low. All we can do at the moment is to try to encourage the
attendance of anyone in the appropriate age groups – Beaver Scouts
6-8 years and Cub Scouts 8-101/2 years.
Once more I wish to thank the kindness of people in Sandbank
for donations namely Sandbank Community Council, a member
of Sandbank congregation and the former Sandbank Badminton
Club.
My thanks are also due to Fraser and Elliot who offer invaluable
help every Monday evening from 6.30pm with the Beaver Scouts
and Kivanc and Colin who help with the Cub Scouts any time they
don’t have a work commitment.
Needless to say I also want to thank the office bearers and the
parents, who encourage their children to attend regularly.
Beth Aitken (GSL)

YOUR NEW TRAVEL AGENT
RIGHT HERE IN SANDBANK

Please contact us on

01369 707408

www.totalholidayexperience.com

THE holiday
of a lifetime
dŽƚĂů,ŽůŝĚĂǇǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ>ƚĚ͕͘ŐĞŶĐǇEŽ͗^ϳϴϴϭ͘ZĞŐ͘KĸĐĞ'd,ŽƵƐĞ͕^ĂŶĚďĂŶŬƵƐŝŶĞƐƐWĂƌŬ͕
ƵŶŽŽŶ͕ƌŐǇůů͕WϮϯϴW͘tĞĂĐƚĂƐdŚĞ'ůŽďĂůdƌĂǀĞů'ƌŽƵƉƉůĐŝŶĐŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶǁŝƚŚƚŚĞƐĂůĞŽĨ
ƚƌĂǀĞůƉƌŽĚƵĐƚƐ͘hŶůĞƐƐƐƉĞĐŝĮĞĚĂƐƚŚĞŽƉĞƌĂƚŽƌ͕ƚŚĞ'ůŽďĂůdƌĂǀĞů'ƌŽƵƉƉůĐŝƐƚŚĞĂŐĞŶƚŽĨdK>
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Sandbank Parent & Toddler Group

The parent and toddler group has had a great few
months since it returned in August. Despite a very
quiet start, due to children moving on to school
and nursery, the group is now thriving with over 20
children attending regularly. We have just held our
Halloween party, which was enjoyed immensely by
all with lots of cute little costumes and Halloween
treats. The run up to Christmas will be a busy time
for the group, as we are in the process of purchasing
new equipment for the children, planning a spot of
fundraising and some arts and crafts with the little
ones before the year is out. Our Christmas party
will this year be held in Sandbank Hall, to enable
the children to take part in a sponsored bounce on
the same day which we are certain will be fun for
all – we may even see Santa on the bouncy castle!
We would like to extend our thanks to Sandbank
Community Council for their generosity in donating
£200 to our group funds and also local company
Argyll 1st for very kindly donating £250. As a
charity, we are reliant on fundraising and applying
for funding from other sources, so these donations
will be of great benefit to all of the children who
attend. We would love to see as many new faces
at the group as possible, so if you are interested

please pop in and take a look. Our sessions are held
during term-time on Wednesdays and Fridays, 9.3011.30am in Sandbank Primary School gym hall, all
children 0-5 and parents/carers are welcome. If you
would like further information please contact Margo
Murray – 707838. Looking forward to seeing you
there!

Sandbank Senior
Citizens Club

Paintings and prints for Christmas available at:
The Pier, Kilmun; Juno Design Gallery, Dunoon;
Kranenburg Fine Art, Oban; Torrance Gallery,
Edinburgh; MacGregor Fine Art, Glasgow;
Greens and Blues, North Berwick.
Or by commission.

Our club restarted for the season 2011/12 on 6th September.
We have been very pleased to welcome new members but
there is always room for more. We have a varied programme
of local entertainment who always give their time so willingly.
So far we have had Peter McFarlane and David Muir, “The
Old Bores” (not David and Peter!), Tom and Fiona Irvine,
The Tina Cairns dancers and Tony Collins all provided an
afternoon of fun for us.
We also have a lunch club giving us a two course meal at
a reasonable cost provided by Mr Fergie Waddell. We meet
on alternate Tuesdays in the Village Hall. Please come along
and visit us, you won’t be disappointed.

David Moore, President

J

Tel: 01369 704583    info@ronnieford.com    www.ronnieford.com
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Sandbank Primary School

• Eco Schools - Mrs Ballard’s group have been busy improving
the grounds - they have spent weeks hacking back bushes
and generally getting them back under control. Hopeful in
the spring the grounds will look so much better and because
the children have been involved in the care and management
they will take greater care of the grounds.
The feedback from the pupils, parents and staff to date has
been very positive and it has enabled us to make sure that the
activities are sustainable.

Schools are places of constant activity and that is certainly true
of Sandbank. There is a definite buzz about the place on Monday
afternoons. We have introduced an activity afternoon where the
staff have taken on the responsibility for a certain topic.
• Local Studies - Mrs Finlay and Mrs Maxwell have taken
their pupils to explore the local area and find out more about
where we live.
• Forest Schools - Mrs Addis and Ms I McDonald have with
the help of some volunteers, run Forest Schools where the
children have had a fantastic time exploring the wooded
area in front of the school. The creativity, imagination and
practical learning that the pupils have been involved in has
been incredible.
• Crafts - Mrs Stewart’s group designed and made colourful
mosaic tiles and now they are making felt and using it to
create all sorts of exciting objects. Miss Wombwell’s craft
group are also very busy. Last term they collected lots of
plastic bottles, designed and built a bike shed, which has
been placed alongside the new bike shed we received from
the Road Safety department. They are now busy making
Christmas decorations.
• Shinty - Mr Donald has been introducing his group to the
game of Shinty. The children have been learning a bit about
the history of Shinty and then playing the game. Once
several groups have learnt how to play Mr Donald is going
to organise a mini tournament.
• Information Technology - Miss MacDonald along with the
pupils has been exploring and using i-Movie to make short
films about a whole variety of topics.

Last term we had a huge fund raising event (helped and
supported by G Purdie and her team) to raise money for
Leukaemia and Lymphoma Research. We had a Bikeathon
where the pupils were able to ride round an obstacle course/
track and through sponsorship we managed to raise the
fantastic sum of £2678.64, which has been shared between the
Parents Teacher Association (PTA), Pre5 unit and Leukaemia
and Lymphoma Research. This was a fantastic effort and we
are very grateful for all the help and support we received from
so many people. The weather was fantastic and the turn out
was great.
Our P6/7 class along with pupils from other primary schools
got the opportunity to attend an event at the Queens Hall
where they were able to continue to learn, share information
and participate in a quiz about Smoking and the Dangers of
Smoking. Our pupils participated with enthusiasm and were
keen to share their knowledge with others.
The senior pupils in the Gaelic Medium Unit participated
in a football tournament. They got into the Argyll finals and
went to on to represent Argyll in the national finals in Fort
William. Although they weren’t placed they were praised for
their excellent use of Gaelic throughout the day.
The GMU is presently taking part in Gaelic outdoor
activities, on a Saturday, which is being run by Stramash and
inspite of the weather the children all appear to be enjoying
themselves.
The GMU and CnP run have an activity club for pupils in
the Gaelic Medium Unit on a Thursday after school.
In preparation for Christmas the pupils are rehearsing for
their Christmas Assembly on 19th December. We will have
Christmas lunch on the 14th December with class Christmas
parties following soon after.
Sandbank Primary would like to wish everyone a very Merry
Christmas”.

A.W.
Jetwash
Services
Archie Wilkinson

Arinanuan, Loch Eck, By Dunoon, Argyll. PA23 8SG

t Caravans washed and waxed
t Deckings and log cabins painted
t Gutters Cleaned

Free Estimates
Tel: 07774 621289
Tel: 01369 702429
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Argyll Holidays ‘Propagating the green message’

Over the past year we, at Argyll Holidays, have been working
extremely hard to enhance our green performance.
Each year the company takes part in the David Bellamy
Conservation Award Scheme.
We are extremely proud to announce that we have retained
the highest accolade of the award – Gold, on six of our seven
holiday parks; Drimsynie Estate Holiday Village, St Catherines
Caravan Park, Loch Eck Caravan Park, Loch Eck Country Lodges,
Stratheck Holiday Park and the newly refurbished, Hunters Quay
Holiday Village - with Loch Awe Holiday Park, in Taynuilt, a
relatively new addition to the group, climbing the green ladder and
achieving a Silver award this year.
However, we can’t just sit back on our laurels, as standards have
to be maintained to ensure that we retain all status we have earned
to date – the hard work goes on.
It is due to the dedication, enthusiasm and hard work of everyone
involved in the company, from Chalk face staff to Director Level,
that we have been able to continue to achieve such high standards
year on year.
Being a family-run business, we take seriously the importance of
our corporate and social responsibilities; having been guardians of
our part of Argyll for many generations, caring for the environment
is one of the key principles of our business; on parity with giving our
visitors a high- quality, memorable holiday experience and offering
them a chance to reconnect with the natural environment.
Sustainability is at the heart of everything we do - from the day
to day running of our holiday parks to purchasing local goods and
services - we aim to lead by example.

Last year we stated that we were investigating alternative sources
of sustainable fuel as a substitute for fossil fuel on our holiday parks.
This has now come to fruition, with the company investing in
Biomass wood fuel boilers for both Drimsynie and Hunters Quay
Holiday Villages, reducing our carbon emissions for heating on
the parks to almost zero.
We are committed to long-term, green and sustainable value
which is essential to improve our quality of service and protect the
natural environment we live and work in.
Looking for something local for the family to do? Why not
come along and visit us at Hunters Quay Holiday Village – try
out the newly refurbished gym, have a swim in the pool, heated by
woodchip fuelled boilers, then maybe top your visit off with a visit
to the Hunters Bar and Grill for a well–deserved snack or meal.
Jackie McBurney, Environmental Co-ordinator,
Argyll Holidays, Tel 01369707772

Ian’s update on his
Great Wall adventure

What can I say? Since the last edition of the Scene we, that would
be, Mum, Marian and I, have been busy raising funds for CLIC
Sargent at table sales, bag packs, sponsored runs (or strolls in Mum’s
case) and sponsorship. We have raised over two thousand pounds
for the charity so far and we still have a year to go. Western Ferries
kindly gave me £50 towards the target, which is great – thank you,
Western Ferries.
You will see us in and around town at the local sales, in particular,
the Burgh Hall and Ardentinny Hall which have been great venues
and have supported our charity.
Mum and Marian have loads planned – I, like every other
teenager, just go along with the instructions I am given. As I write
this, they are at a meeting with Mr Shaw, the Head Teacher of the
Grammar School, to arrange a no uniform day to help raise funds.
Please give what you can to support me. It’s a great cause and the
organisation doesn’t get any money from the Government to help.
I have also been working all summer to raise my fare. Many
thanks to all the folks that have supported me in this – giving me
gardening jobs, hedge cutting, general tidying up and many thanks
to Alan McCorquodale for giving me a Saturday job which, over the
last eleven months, has gone a long way to my target for my fare. I
have now reached £800 and still climbing. So if anyone has any jobs
they need done, please contact me on the details below.
All I have to say is look out for all the great stuff we have planned
– Mum is good at getting the info out there so you should see it
all advertised.
Contact Ian McBurney on 01369 701893 or email
jackiemcburney@aol.com

Pink
Services
Improving your home
with affordable changes

All female local company providing
a relaible, efficient service for all
tasks around the home and garden
DIY & Odd Jobs
Room and Garden Transformations
Domestic Work
t: 01475 648004
e: info@pinkservices.co.uk
www.pinkservices.co.uk
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UPPER COWAL
BOWLING CLUB

The club held its annual prize giving and dance at the village
hall on Saturday 22nd October. The night was as usual, well
supported by members and guests and was a fitting end to
another successful year for the club. The president’s wife,
Carol McCorquodale, presented the trophies and then there
was dancing until late.
Although we had another successful season, it was also
in some respects disappointing with the club and individual
members being runners up in some important events. These
included SBA district 23 fours, Argyll & Bute TopTen and
the Hislop Leagaue. The most disappointing of all was in
the Dunoon tournament where Alex Kennedy lost in both
the men’s singles and pairs finals. Despite this there were
some notable successes namely Cowal BA Pairs winners,
Dunoon tournament Ladies Pairs winner and Consolation
Mixed Pairs winners, Centenary Singles and Centenary
Pairs winners. Apart from this, members also won no less
than seven invitational competitions. Before closing I should
mention that the club was fortunate this year to gain three
new young members Peter Kent, David Cameron and Glen
Cooper. Although novices when joining they have become
very proficient bowlers already and have had notable successes
in their first season. If you would like to try your hand at
bowling come along to the club at any time when it opens in
the spring where you will be sure to be made welcome.
Peter Pullen

Benmore Botanic Garden

Although Benmore Botanic Garden is now closed for the season
visitors may visit the Benmore Café and shop which is open
Wednesday to Sunday, 10am – 4pm. Visitors are welcome to visit
the Garden but please do respect any warning signs as our winter
work programme has now begun.
From November through till March our work shall include the
following;
• Path and step repairs
• New path construction
• Tree removal after the May and September storms
• Clearing of Rhododendron poniticum in preparation of
future planting
• Drainage
• Enhancing interpretation in the garden

Events 2011/2012

Thursday 16th February 2012, 11am, meet at the Garden
entrance.
Winter walk; enjoy a walk round Benmore Botanic Garden with
Peter Baxter, Curator, followed by soup and sandwiches in the
Courtyard Gallery. After lunch we shall be joined by David Gray,
Senior Horticulturist, who shall give an illustrated talk on his
recent trip to Nepal when he accompanied Dr. Mark Watson,
Co-ordinator of Major Floras Programme, Royal Botanic Garden
Edinburgh and Dr. Colin Pendry, Flora of Nepal Floristic
Researcher, RBGE.
Members and guests free. To book call 0131 552 5339
Become a Member and help the garden grow
Membership includes free entry to Benmore, Dawyck, Logan
and the Glasshouses in Edinburgh.
Adult £29, Concession £23, Couple/Family; £41, Concession £33
The perfect gift!
Two new books which may be of interest are; the Benmore Guide
Book, this new updated guidebook for 2011 features stunning
new photography and is available at the Benmore Shop.
The Living Collection, by David Rae, Director of Horticulture at
RBGE. A comprehensive account of the history, accession, care
and maintenance of RBGE’s living plant collection across its four
Gardens. Large colour paperback with photographs throughout.
Available to buy on line at www.rbgeshop.org.uk
For more information about Benmore Botanic Garden please call
01369 706 261, email benmore@rbge.org.uk or visit www.rbge.
org.uk
Facebook
Benmore Botanic Garden now has its own Facebook page!
Keep up to date with what’s in flower and behind the scenes
update at this magnificent garden.
www.facebook.com/benmorebotanicgarden

GEORGE H. CURRIE
- BLACKSMITH Established 1851

All Types of Welding,
Steel Fabrication,
Gates, Railing,
Fencing and
Shot Blasting

Celebrating 160 years
of Business
Tel/Fax: (01369) 706282
Mobile: 07884 314 044
e-mail: info@ghcurrie.co.uk
www.ghcurrie.co.uk

Vulcan Place
Sandbank
Argyll PA23 8PJ
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FERGUSLIE
GARAGE

Mechanical, Electrical
and Welding to all
types of vehicles

FOR ALL YOUR
BOATING NEEDS!

Servicing/MOT
Preparation, Brakes,
Steering, Suspension
TIMING BELTS SUPPLIED
AND FITTED

BERTHS AVAILABLE AT
COMPETITIVE RATES

All work Fully Guaranteed

Free Estimates
and Advice

Holy Loch Marina, Rankin’s Brae
Sandbank, DUNOON, PA23 8QB
Tel: 01369 701800 Fax: 01369 704749
E-mail: berths@holylochmarina.co.uk
Website: www.holylochmarina.co.uk

CREDIT CARDS NOW ACCEPTED

Tel: (01369) 706868
Ferguslie Street, Sandbank, Dunoon

HONG
KONG

WESTERN FERRIES

Chinese Take Away

(Clyde) Limited

THE SHORT
CROSSING

37 Queen Street, Dunoon

01369 705142

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE
Delivery Charge From £1.40
Last Order 15 Minutes before closing

GOUROCK–DUNOON

OPENING TIMES
Sunday – Thursday 5.00pm to 10.00pm
Friday & Saturday 4.30pm to 11.00pm
Closed all day Monday

For information please contact
Western Ferries (Clyde) Limited
Hunter’s Quay, Dunoon PA23 8HJ
Tel: 01369 704452 Fax: 01369 706020
E-mail: enquiries@western-ferries.co.uk
www.western-ferries.co.uk

SPECIAL SET MENU
FOR TWO £14.50

Choose either 2 starters and 2 main
courses OR 3 main courses which includes
2 x chips or 2 x boiled rice or 2 x fried rice.
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